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Frhitcd  by  R.  Gilbert,  St.  Jol.u's-squaic,  London. 


ON 


FAMILY    RELIGION. 


True  piety  is  a  principle  which  leads 
a  man  to  honour  God,  in  every  thing.  It 
will  have  an  influence  upon  him  abroad, 
and  at  home  ;  in  society,  and  in  solitude  ; 
upon  common,  as  well  as  extraordinary 
occasions. 

It  is  this  principle  which  leads  a  Christian 
to  exercise  a  religious  care  over  his  family. 
And  in  this  part  of  his  conduct  he  shows,  not 
only  the  devout  state  of  his  affections,  but 
likewise  the  soundness  of  his  judgment. 
Every  wise  man  sees  the  necessity  of  having 
some  plan  of  domestic  government,  in  order 
to  preserve  his  house  from  being  a  scene 
of  confusion  and  misery.  And  by  what  ex- 
pedient can  a  Christian  better  accomplish 
this  purpose,    than  by  endeavouring  that 


[     vi     ] 

every  member  of  his  family  may  feel  the 
force  of  those  principles,  by  which  he  him- 
self is  made  holy  and  happy  ? 

It  is  easy  to  imagine,  how  men  of  true 
piety  will  fill  up  this  outline.  In  some 
particulars,  they  may  vary  from  each 
other  ;  but  there  is  one  ancient  and  godly 
custom  which  it  is  probable  will  have  a 
chief  place  with  them  all,  in  the  order  of 
their  houesholds :  I  mean,  the  regular 
performance  of  Religious  Worship. 

The  arguments  in  its  favour  lie  in  a  small 
compass.  They  are  at  the  same  time  so  obvi- 
ous, that  to  a  man  conversant  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  duly  concerned  for  the  tem- 
poral and  eternal  interests  of  those  who  are 
under  his  care,  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
it  be  necessary  to  insist  on  them.  With 
such  a  person,  the  commendation  given  to 
Abraham,  will  have  the  force  of  an  express 
injunction  on  this  subject:  /  know  hiniy 
that  he  will  command  his  children,  and  his 
household  after  him,  to  do  justice  and  judg- 
ment.    Gen.  xviii.  19. 
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And  how  reasonable  a  thing  is  it,  that 
God  should  be  honoured  in  that  commu- 
nity which  derives  all  its  comforts  from 
him.  In  a  family,  there  are  mercies  re- 
ceived from  God,  of  which  all  the  mem- 
bers are  equal  partakers.  How  fit  and 
becoming  a  thing  is  it  then,  that  all  the 
members  should  join  in  acts  of  devout 
homage  to  their  common  Protector  and 
Benefactor. 

The  assembling  every  day  for  this  pur- 
pose, is  calculated  to  produce  the  happiest 
effects  on  the  mind  and  conduct  of  our  do- 
mestics. To  recall  the  attention  of  a  fa- 
mily frequently  to  the  Supreme  Being,  tends 
to  impress  the  members  of  it  with  an  idea  of 
his  authority,  and  of  their  dependance  upon 
his  providence.  It  holds  forth  religion  to 
them  as  a  duty,  not  of  occasional,  but  daily 
obligation.  The  constant  reading  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  the  frequent  imploring 
forgiveness  of  sin,  and  petitioning  for  grace 
to  act  aright  toward  God  and  man,  imper- 
ceptibly convey  into  their  minds,  a  know- 
ledge of  the  duties  which  they  owe  to  God, 
to  themselves,  and  to  each  other. 
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Accordingly  we  find,  that  in  families 
where  religious  order  prevails,  there,  a 
knowledge  of  right  and  wrong  obtains  : 
and  although  evil  passions  occasionally  dis- 
cover themselves,  we  do  not  see  their  un- 
restrained violence :  the  good  effects  of 
daily  instruction  and  daily  worship  are 
manifest,  in  the  tempers  and  conduct  of  the 
domestics,  amidst  all  their  imperfections. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  those  houses  in 
which  instruction  is  never  heard,  nor  any 
act  of  devotion  seen,  we  observe  a  deplora- 
ble ignorance  of  moral  obligation.  We 
therefore  cannot  wonder,  that  there  should 
be  so  general  a  complaint  of  the  behaviour 
of  servants  :  for  what  means  are  there  em- 
ployed, in  many  families,  to  teach  them 
their  duty  ?  How  unlikely  is  it,  that  there 
should  be  a  steady  obedience  rendered  to 
man,  where  the  fear  of  God  is  not  incul- 
cated, either  by  precept,  or  example ! 

If  therefore,  we  consult  merely  our  own 
comfort,  the  best  course  we  can  pursue, 
is  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  those  godly 
men,  whose  houses  were  consecrated  by 
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the  daily  performance  of  Family  Worship. 
The  comfort  of  families  is  so  effectually 
destroyed  by  careless,  idle,  unfaithful,  and 
dissolute  servants,  that  a  remedy  for  this 
serious  wid  increasing  evil,  would  be  gene- 
rally accounted  a  very  great  benefit  to  the 
public.  But  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  a  radical  cure  will  be  obtained,  till  the 
almost  exploded  piety  of  former  times  is  re- 
vived ;  by  making  religious  instruction  and 
worship  a  stated  observance  in  our  houses. 

But  there  is  another  consideration,  which 
ought  to  have  great  weight  with  us.  The 
regard  we  should  pay  to  the  welfare  of  so- 
ciety at  large,  obliges  us  to  employ  all  those 
means  which  tend  to  the  cultivation  of  reli- 
gious principle.  Families  are  the  nurseries 
of  the  State.  Parents,  magistrates,  senators, 
ministers  of  religion,  were  once  children  in 
a  family  ;  and  have  probably  brought  with 
them  into  their  important  stations,  a  strong 
tincture  of  the  habits  which  prevailed  where 
they  spent  their  tender  years.  We  retain  the 
impressions  which  we  receive  in  early  life ; 
and  if  they  be  not  favourable  to  virtue,  their 
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corrupt  influence  may  be  traced  in  the  ac- 
tions of  a  riper  period.  Licentious  children 
become  ungovernable  men.  From  not  being 
habituated,  when  children,  to  reverence 
God,  and  eternal  things,  men  are  frequently 
found  to  grow  up  with  a  heathenish  in- 
sensibility in  matters  of  religion  :  an  insen- 
sibility which  they  discover  amidst  all  the 
qualifications  they  have  derived,  from  a 
polite  and  liberal  education.  When  to  such 
persons  a  moral  trust  is  committed,  it  is 
easy  to  conjecture  how  it  will  be  executed. 

A  man  who  has  a  truly  Christian  mind, 
feels  a  benevolent  concern  for  the  interest 
of  society ;  and  he  will  have  a  regard  to  this, 
in  the  management  of  those  who  are  com- 
mitted to  his  care.     He  will  make  it  his 
business  to  send  them  forth  into  the  world, 
well  2^rincipled  ;  that,  when  they  are  added 
to  the  mass  of  the  people,  they  may  com- 
municate to  it  a  correcting  influence ;  one, 
which  tends  to  diminish,   and  not  to  aug- 
ment the  too  great  quantity  of  evil  which 
pervades  it.     Now,  if  a  person  can  devise 
a  better  method  of  doing  this,  than  by  the 
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regular  discharge  of  religious  instruction 
and  worship  in  his  family,  let  him,  for  the 
benefit  of  society,  acquaint  the  world  with 
it ;  for  it  will  be  a  valuable  discovery. 

We  sometimes  hear  it  affirmed,  that 
Public  Worship  supersedes  the  necessity 
of  what  is  here  recommended.  "  I  am,"  says 
one  who  holds  this  opinion,  "  not  inatten- 
**  tive  to  the  religious  and  moral  improve- 
"  ment  of  my  family  ;  I  always  go  to  Church 
"  on  a  Sunday,  and  I  oblige  my  domestics 
"  to  attend  with  me ;  and  this  I  think  suf- 
"  ficient  for  their  knowing  and  practising 
**  their  duty,  if  they  are  so  inclined." 

But  is  there  no  advantage  to  be  ex- 
pected from  doing  every  day  something 
that  has  a  tendency  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  our  fellow-creatures  ?  Nay,  is 
not  this  indispensably  necessary  'i  It  is  no 
inconsiderable  interval  that  occurs  between 
one  Sunday  and  another  ;  an  interval  long 
enough  for  many  and  various  temptations 
to  operate  upon  our  disordered  nature. 
And  shall  we  let  the  most  inexperienced 
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and  incautious  part  of  our  family,  pass  all 
this  time,  without  doing  any  thing  to  coun- 
teract the  continual  presence  and  influence 
of  evil  ? 

But  without  taking  into  our  account  the 
dangerous  influence  to  which  our  domestics 
are  exposed,  we  should  remember,  that 
the  longer  the  interval  is  which  occurs  be- 
tween the  seasons  of  instruction,  the  more 
likely  we  all  are  to  lose  the  good  impres- 
sion which  that  instruction  may  make.  It 
is  to  be  wished,  therefore,  that  there  were 
some  methods  taken  to  prevent  this  loss. 
Family  Worship  answers  the  purpose ;  for 
it  recalls  us  to  our  duty  and  our  true  in- 
terest. It  serves  to  renew  the  impression 
of  those  great  truths,  which  were  set  be- 
fore us  in  Public  Worship  :  but  which,  with 
all  their  importance,  we  are  too  prone  to 
forget. 

Let  us  not  conceive,  with  some  persons, 
that  the  whole  of  the  business  for  which 
seasons  of  public  prayer  and  teaching  were 
ordained,  is   done   within   the   walls  of  a 
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Church.  Experience  teaches  us  to  view  it 
as  begun  there,  but  carried  forward  else- 
where. The  work  upon  which  the  paro- 
chial instructor  is  employed,  must  pass 
from  his  hands,  into  those  of  the  several 
family  instructors, 

Happy  (if  they  know  their  advantages) 
are  those  who  have  a  well-informed  and 
faithful  Pastor,  to  dispense  God's  holy 
word  and  sacraments  to  them.  Nothing 
that  is  profitable  will  he  keep  bach  from 
them^.  He  will  not  withhold  those  im- 
portant truths  which  relate  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  mankind.  He  will  endeavour  to 
excite  them  to  a  becoming  regard  to  those 
truths.  Longing  to  see  his  people  partakers 
of  the  comforts  of  Christianity,  he  will  not 
exhort  them,  merely  in  a  general  way,  to 
the  practice  of  its  duties  ;  but  will  parti- 
cularly show  what  is  incumbent  on  them, 
in  their  respective  states  and  relations. 

Much  further  than  this,  he  cannot  pro- 

*  Acts  XX.  20. 
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ceed.     But  the  loorh  must  proceed,  or  the 
labour  already  bestowed  on  it  may  be  lost. 

There  is  great  reason  to  believe,  that 
though  his  discourses  may  have  produced 
very  serious  impressions,  while  he  was  de- 
livering them,  the  desires  which  were  ex- 
cited by  them  will  die  away,  unless  che- 
rished by  some  further  application  of  truth 
to  the  mind.  The  seed  which  has  been 
sown  must  not  be  left  to  itself;  it  must  be 
watched ;  it  must  be  watered ;  in  order  that 
it  may  bring  forth  fruit.  To  these  things, 
the  individuals  who  hear  the  word  of  God 
must  attend,  for  themselves.  To  these,  the 
masters  of  families  are  bound  to  attend, 
for  the  good  of  those  who  are  committed 
to  their  care.  He,  therefore,  who  with 
Christian  views  endeavours  to  provide  for 
those  of  his  own  household,  follows  the 
Sower,  not  only  with  his  private  prayers 
for  the  Divine  blessing,  but  w^ith  such  fa- 
mily exercises  as  tend  to  guard  and  cherish 
the  precious  seed  that  has  been  sown. 

Where  these  duties  are  wisely  and  dili- 
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gently  performed,  the  public  instructor  re- 
joices, in  seeing  the  fruit  of  his  labours.  But 
what  fruit  of  them  is  he  likely  to  discover, 
among  those  families  in  which  the  domes- 
tics neither  hear  nor  see  any  thing  that  is 
calculated  to  remind  them  of  the  public 
worship,  or  that  does  any  way  correspond 
with  it  ? 

Children  and  servants  are  influenced  by 
what  is  alwmjs  addressing  itself  to  them. 
They  judge  of  things,  not  from  what  one 
man  says,  one  day  in  a  week  ;  but  from 
what  every  person  is  saying  every  day.  The 
customs,  the  habits  of  a  family,  are  the 
things  which  form  their  opinions,  and  their 
character ;  and  if  among  these,  there  be 
no  act  which  is  intended  to  do  honour  to 
religion,  there  is  not  only  nothing  done  to 
carry  on  the  design  of  public  instruction, 
but  many  things  which  will  defeat  that  de- 
sign :  even  though  not  so  intended. 

It  is  from  neglecting  to  follow  public, 
with  private  instruction,  among  other 
causes,   that   a  standing   ministry    in   the 


Church  docs  not  produce  all  the  good  ef- 
fects for  wliich  it  was  ordained.  They  who 
object  to  this  institution,  should  consider  the 
limits  of  the  public  instructor's  power,  and 
in  estimating  the  useful  tendency  of  his 
office,  they  ought  to  allow  for  the  too  fre- 
quent failure  of  those  who  should  take  up 
the  duty,  for  which  he  is  specially  set 
apart,  at  that  point  beyond  which  he  can- 
not proceed. 

The  faithful  minister  of  Christ  is  ever 
labouring  to  bring  masters  of  families  to 
carry  the  work  of  instruction  into  their  ow  n 
province.  It  is  not  a  crowded  auditory  that 
satisfies  him.  He  will  be  ready  to  weep 
over  the  multitudes  he  views  from  the  pul- 
pit, if  he  know,  that  though  they  seem  to 
hang  upon  his  lips,  there  is  at  home  no  al- 
tar, no  priest,  no  sacrifice,  nor  one  true  sign 
of  genuine  piety  to  be  found.  He  estimates 
his  usefulness  in  his  pastoral  character,  not 
merely  by  the  number  of  his  hearers,  but 
by  the  practical  effect  which  his  discourses 
have  on  them.  Among  other  endeavours 
made  for  ascertaining  this  effect,  he  en- 
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quires,  whether  there  be  any  family  piety 
among  them.  When  he  sees  religion  in 
their  houses,  he  has  reason  to  conclude, 
that  it  has  properly  affected  their  hearts  ; 
and  that,  not  only  they,  but  their  children 
after  them,  may  partake  of  the  benefit  of  his 
earnest  endeavours.  But  while  religion  is 
absent  therey  he  considers,  that  however 
he  may  be  commended  as  a  preacher,  he 
has  reason  to  doubt,  whether,  after  all,  his 
labours  have  produced  any  great  effect 
upon  his  hearers. 

Such  being  the  importance  of  Family  Re- 
ligion, it  is  hoped,  that  no  person  who  has 
any  just  pretensions  to  piety,  will  be  de- 
terred from  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  by 
the  ridicule  to  which  it  may  expose  him. 

Is  it  becoming  a  man  of  sense  and  se- 
riousness, to  suffer  himself  to  be  stopped  in 
the  prosecution  of  what  he  knows  to  be 
reasonable — of  what  he  believes  will  con- 
tribute to  the  honour  due  unto  God,  to  the 
improvement  and  happiness  of  his  children 
and  servants,  and  to  the  benefit  of  society  at 
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large,  by  the  derision  of  some  thouglitless 
observer,  who  never  sat  down  seriously  to 
consider  what  he  chooses  to  ridicule  ? 

We  should  stand  prepared  to  meet,  with 
Christian  firmness,  that  overbearing  spirit 
of  banter,  which  attempts  to  put  everything 
grave  and  serious  out  of  countenance.  Let 
us  arm  ourselves  against  it ;  by  considering, 
that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  be  well  em- 
ployed, and  at  the  same  time  to  escape  its 
attack.  How  inglorious  is  it,  to  surrender, 
in  a  good  cause,  to  such  an  antagonist ! 

The  most  solemn  and  approved  things 
may  be  made  sport  of,  by  some  ;  but  let  us 
consider  how  they  are  regarded,  by  other 
observers.  Is  it  not  a  beautiful  sight  to  see 
a  pious  man  collect  his  domestics  around 
him — open  his  Bible — read  distinctly  and 
reverently  a  portion  of  that  holy  book — 
and  then  kneeling  down  with  them,  thank- 
fully acknowledge  the  blessings  which  he 
and  his  family  have  received,  and  humbly 
implore  the  continuance  of  the  divine 
mercy!     This,  however  it  maybe  misre- 


presented  by  vain  and  thoughtless  men,  is, 
without  doubt,  in  the  eye  of  God  and  his 
angels,  a  dignified  spectacle. 

The  remainder  of  this  Address  shall  con- 
sist of  a  few  hints  to  those  who  are  resolved 
on  the  practice  of  Family  Worship. 

In  the  first  place,  let  the  master  of  a  house 
remember,  that  the  more  pleasantly  family 
worship  is  conducted,  the  better  :  provided 
that  in  endeavouring  to  render  it  agreeable, 
we  do  not  let  it  sink  to  the  level  of  an  un- 
meaning observance.  To  prevent  irksome- 
ness,  long  services  should  be  avoided. 

A  well-chosen  hour  for  family  prayer,  is 
of  great  importance.  An  hour,  at  which 
the  greatest  number  can  attend,  which  is 
least  liable  to  interruption,  and  at  which 
the  members  are  most  capable  of  attention, 
is  the  hour  to  be  chosen.  To  call  to  Morn- 
ing Prayers,  before  half  the  family  is  risen, 
or  not  till  after  the  hour  of  business  com- 
mences ;  or  to  call  to  Evening  Prayers, 
after  supper  has  been  taken ;  are  errors, 
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vvhicli  tend  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  assem- 
bling for  religious  worship. 

The  hour  being  fixed,  let  it  never  be 
varied,  but  through  inevitable  necessity. 
Punctuality  is  essential  to  order. 

If  the  method  of  worship  observed  in  a 
family  be  of  the  liturgical  kind,  let  the 
master  train  his  domestics  to  join  in  the 
parts  which  they  have  to  sustain.  The  beauty 
of  alternate  worship  is  lost,  when  the  con- 
gregational parts  are  not  well  supported  *. 

I  have  all  along  taken  it  for  granted,  that 
the  Holy  Scriptures  are  read,  when  Family 
Worship  is  performed.  But  having  known 
this  to  be  omitted,  where  prayer  was  regu- 
larly offered  up,  and  considering  the  con- 
stant omission  to  be  a  great  deficiency,  I 
would  here  persuade  the  conductor  of 
family  devotion,  not  to  let  the  Bible  be 

•  The  author  has  some  reasons  for  recommending  a  litur- 
gical form  of  worship  in  families.  The  reader  will  find  these 
reasons  in  a  note  subjoined  to  the  family  Liturgy,  near  the 
end  of  tke  book. 
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an  unused  book  on  the  occasion.  The 
readhig  a  moderate  portion  of  Scripture, 
cannot  add  many  minutes  to  the  length  of 
the  service.  And  it  is  to  be  recommended, 
on  many  accounts.  It  is  doing  honour 
to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  the  sight  of 
our  household.  It  prevents  those  who 
neglect  reading  them  in  private,  from 
being  entirely  ignorant  of  them.  And  it 
serves  to  give  those  who  read  them  with- 
out sufficient  deliberation,  or  judgment, 
an  impression  of  the  weight  and  force  of 
what  is  contained  in  them  *. 

In  the  discharge  of  so  sacred  a  duty  as 
that  of  religious  worship,  every  thing  is  of 
importance.  The  vnanner,  therefore,  in 
which  it  is  performed  by  him  who  conducts 
it,  deserves  some  consideration.  Let  it 
be  free  from  such  habits  as  indicate  want 
of  reverence,  such  as  provoke  risibility, 
such  as  dissipate  attention,  or  leave  a  re- 

*  I  beg  leave  here  to  recommend  an  excellent  tract,  on 
"  The  Duty  and  Benefit  of  a  daily  Perusal  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures in  Families ;"  by  Lindley  Murray.  Printed  for  Long- 
man and  Co.  London.     Price  One  Shilling. 
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pulsive  impression  on  the  minds  of  those 
who  join  in  the  worship.  Delivejy  ought 
to  be  particularly  attended  to :  If  it  be  slo- 
venly, vociferous,  precipitate,  or  whining, 
it  ill  befits  the  act,  either  of  administering 
religious  instruction,  or  presenting  tlie  sa- 
crifice of  prayer.  Let  him  who  leads  in  Fa- 
mily Worship,  be  concerned  to  render  it 
both  solemn  and  engaging.  For  this  pur- 
pose, one  could  wish  that  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, his  countenance,  his  tone  of  voice, 
his  whole  deportment,  were  expressive  of 
unfeigned  piety,  good  sense,  benignity,  and 
happiness. 

To  the  due  performance  of  all  the  duties 
which  this  paper  aims  to  enforce,  there  is 
one  thing  which  I  conceive  to  be  very  es- 
sential. It  is  this ;  that  the  master  of  a  family 
consider  himself,  iis  the  Minister  of  God  to 
Ins  household.  I  would  exhort  him  to  cherish 
this  idea  of  himself;  and  to  pray  earnestly 
to  God,  that  he  may,  with  all  humility,  act 
up  to  this  character.  If  he  be  desirous  of 
so  doing,  he  will  be  ready  to  take  advan- 
tage of  every  circumstance  that  occurs  in 
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his  family,  by  which  he  may  seriously 
affect  the  minds  of  those  who  live  with 
him.  Such  an  opportunity  is  afforded  by 
a  casualty,  a  remarkable  escape  from  some 
impending  evil,  sickness,  recovery,  or 
death.  These  are  instructive  events  ;  and 
he  should  be  ready  to  accompany  them 
with  something  in  his  Family  Worship, 
suited  to  improve,  to  the  best  purposes, 
the  impressions  which  such  things  make  on 
the  minds  of  his  household.  To  assist 
him  herein,  he  will,  in  the  following  pages, 
find  prayers  adapted  to  such  interesting 
occasions. 

But  I  must  beg  my  reader  to  consider, 
whether  he  may  not  go  a  step  farther. 
Why  should  he  not  be  desirous  of  being 
useful  to  his  friend,  as  well  as  to  his  child, 
or  his  servant  ?  Philanthropy,  as  well  as 
piety,  dictates  this  to  him.  A  visitor  is,  for 
the  time  he  spends  under  our  roof,  a  part 
of  our  family  ;  and  he  ought  to  share  in  that 
peculiar  concern,  which  (without  any  pre- 
judice to  universal  benevolence)  we  should 
have  for  those  with  whom  we  are  more  in- 


timately  connected.  It  is  worthy  of  a 
Christian  to  receive  his  friend,  with  a  secret 
wish  that  their  intercourse  may  not  consist 
merely  in  the  usual  civilities,  as  if  neither 
of  them  had  any  thing  to  do  with  what  re- 
lates to  God,  or  a  future  state  ;  but  that  his 
guest,  as  well  as  himself,  may  receive  be- 
nefit from  the  visit,  in  the  article  of  Reli- 
gion :  that  infinitely  important  subject  with 
respect  to  which  we  should  always  endea- 
vour to  be  of  service  to  each  other. 

Among  our  visitors  there  may  be  one 
who  has  been  so  unhappily  educated,  as 
never  to  have  been  present  at  the  perform- 
ance of  Family  Worship  ;  and  to  him,  such 
an  observance  may  appear  merely  a  kind 
of  sectarian  peculiarity.  This  is  a  case 
which  should  call  forth  that  benevolent 
concern  I  have  been  recommending.  On 
the  arrival  of  such  a  person,  I  have  known 
the  Family  Worship  to  be  suspended.  But 
far  be  such  a  mean  accommodation  from 
the  conduct  of  a  true  Christian  !  No  :  let 
the  stranger  see  how  we  live — what  regard 
we  pay  to  an  invisible  eye — and  where  we 
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ground  our  best  hopes.  Let  us  keep  his 
good  in  view;  and  hope,  that  by  joining  in 
the  worship  of  the  family,  he  will  perceive 
that  it  is  a  thing  not  merely  to  be  borne 
with,  but  to  be  imitated.  If  indeed  there  be 
any  prayers  in  this  collection  which  seem 
more  intelligible  than  the  rest  to  such  a  per- 
son, they  may  be  used  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  visit.  Further  than  this,  it 
may  not  be  advisable  to  carry  the  spirit  of 
accommodation.  We  should  be  cautious 
of  practising  such  compliances  as  a  frivo- 
lous politeness  may  suggest ;  for  they  are 
seldom  found  to  be  compatible  with  sim- 
plicity of  intention.  Nor  does  true  bene- 
volence allow  them,  however  amiable  they 
may  appear  to  superficial  judges  :  because, 
they  tend  to  deprive  society  of  one  of  the 
greatest  means  of  its  improvement,  the 
power  of  good  example.  The  religious  man 
who  is  betrayed  into  them,  loses  those  defi- 
nite marks  of  character  by  which  a  Chris- 
tian ought  to  be  known  and  read  of  all 
men  ;  and  by  which,  without  assuming  any 
thing,  he  holds  forth  an  instructive  and  im- 
poilant  lesson  to  his  neighbour. 
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The  necessity  of  maintaining  on  all  oc- 
casions the  force  of  good  example,  is  a  con- 
sideration of  such  consequence,  that  I  must 
beg  leave  to  address  some  further  obser- 
vations on  this  head,  to  those  who  have  the 
care  of  a  family.  The  regular  performance 
of  Religious  Worship  in  their  houses  does 
not  include  the  whole  of  this  obligation. 
Nay,  if  it  be  not  accompanied  with  the  dis- 
charge of  other  duties  incumbent  on  him 
who  conducts  it,  the  observance  itself,  wor* 
thy  as  it  is  of  being  held  in  reverential 
estimation  by  all  who  join  with  him  in  it, 
will  be  in  danger  of  incurring  their  aversion 
and  contempt.  Let  me,  therefore,  remind 
the  person  who  leads  it,  of  the  necessity  of 
supporting  its  credit,  by  a  holy  consistency 
of  conduct  in  the  general  tenor  of  his  life. 

Where  Family  Worship  is  regularly  ob- 
served, and  its  credit  is  supported  by  a 
holy  life,  a  steady  conduct,  the  prudent 
management  of  temporal  affairs,  upright 
dealings,  and  amiable  tempers,  on  the  part 
of  him  who  leads  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  its  proving  beneficial  to  himself,  to  his 
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domestics,  and  to  society.  Some  persons 
endeavour  to  prove  the  inutility  of  Family 
Worship,  by  alleging  the  bad  courses  taken 
by  the  children  of  some  families,  in  which 
this  observance  has  not  been  neglected. 
The  facts,  were  they  just  such  as  the  objec- 
tors state  them  to  be,  wovdd  perhaps  only 
prove,  (what  no  one  disputes)  that  though 
we  can  give  our  children  good  instructions, 
and  set  before  them  good  examples,  we 
cannot  give  them  good  dispositions. 

It  is  an  affecting  truth,  that  even  where 
great  pains  have  been  taken  to  train  chil- 
dren in  the  fear  of  God,  we  sometimes  find 
the  World  triumphing  over  the  Instructor; 
bearing  away,  by  the  force  of  its  allure- 
ments, the  well-tutored  child,  in  defiance 
of  the  counsels,  the  example,  and  the  pray- 
ers of  a  wise  and  good  parent.  But  it  must 
be  admitted,  that  the  bad  courses  which 
some  religiously  educated  children  have 
taken,  are  to  be  accounted  for  in  a  great 
measure,  from  the  want  of  correspondency 
between  the  profession  and  the  life — the 
prayers  and  the  practice  of  the  parent. 
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Among  those   who   profess   themselves 
Christians,  we  meet  with  persons  whose 
rehgion  is  destitute  of  consistency.     Such 
is  the  case  with  those,  who  though  they 
have    Prayers    in    their    famihes,    do   not 
accompany   these   acts  of  devotion,  with 
the  mamtenance  of  order,  or  the  firm  and 
temperate  exercise  of  parental  authority. 
Among  such  persons,  there  is  frequently 
found  a  great  deficiency  in  the  article  of 
instruction  ;  some  favourite  points  of  Chris- 
tian Truth,   it  may   be,    are   vehemently 
lu'ged  ;  while  others,  of  equal  consequence, 
are  entirely  neglected.   Children  are  taught 
to  know   the  features   of  a  heresy ;    but 
sound  principles  of  conduct  never  incul- 
cated. In  a  loose  and  general  way,  perhaps, 
the  parent  sometimes  speaks  of  the  conse- 
quences of  vice  ;  but  does  not  mark,  with 
sufficient  earnestness,  the  various  forms  un- 
der which  it  may  appear ;  nor  does  he  keep 
a  watchful  eye  over  the  tempers,  the  em- 
ployment, or  the  connections  of  his  chil- 
dren, or  set  before  them,  in  his  own  con- 
duct, the  example  of  a  sober,  steady,  and 
upright  character.     Who  can  be  surprised. 
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if  the  son  of  such  a  man  turn  out  a  libertine ! 
If  nothing  have  passed  before  that  young 
man,  as  an  exhibition  of  Rehgion,  but  his 
father's  example,  what  has  he  seen  to  make 
him  reverence  Religion  ?  He  has  seen  some- 
thing, which  falling  in  with  his  own  depra- 
vity, may  lead  him  to  despise  it ;  and  if  he 
be  a  sufferer  through  his  father's  miscon- 
duct, who  can  wonder  if  he  hate  Religion? 


But  let  not  such  an  instance  be  brought 
to  prove  the  inutility  of  Domestic  Worship. 
The  proper  use  of  the  fact  is,  to  learn  how 
little  good  is  to  be  expected,  and  how  much 
mischief  may  ensue,  from  a  spurious  kind 
of  Rehgion. 

Let  the  profligate  courses  which  the 
children  of  inconsistent  religionists  have 
taken,  urge  us  to  take  heed  that  we  fall 
not  into  the  error  of  their  parents.  Let  us, 
neither  in  our  profession,  nor  practice,  pre- 
sent apart  of  Religion  to  our  family;  but 
the  whole  of  it.  Let  there  be  a  mixture  of 
devotion,  instruction,  government,  and  ex- 
ample, in  the  superintendence  of  a  family. 
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Let  these  go  hand  in  hand  ;  and  while  they 
support  each  other,  they  will  give  stabiUty 
and  comfort  to  the  house  in  which  they 
are  exercised.  It  will  be  the  abode  of  peace. 
In  the  superiors,  will  be  seen  authority 
tempered  with  kindness  ;  among  the  infe- 
riors, sobriety,  fidelity,  industry,  and  fruga- 
lity ;  among  them  all,  good-will  to  each 
other  will  be  visible  :  notwithstandhig,  that 
through  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  there 
may  be  occasional  interruptions  of  that 
harmony,  which  the  religious  government 
of  a  family  tends  to  produce. 

It  only  remains  that  some  account  be 
given  of  the  following  performance.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  offering  a  book  of 
prayers  to  the  public  needs  any  apology, 
though  there  are  already  so  many  excellent 
productions  of  this  kind.  Allowing  to 
those  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  at- 
tempt, all  the  praise  to  which  they  are 
entitled ;  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that 
there  may  be  occasion  for  new  composi- 
tions. There  are  no  books,  perhaps,  in  the 
choice  of  which  we  are  more  regulated  by 


[     xxxi     ] 

a  taste  of  our  own,  than  we  are  with  respect 
to  books  of  devotion.  Here,  especially,  a 
man  is  apt  to  prefer  the  composition  of  a 
writer,  whose  turn  of  mind  is  congenial  with 
his  own.  I  have  been  much  encouraged  by 
this  consideration  to  proceed  in  what  is 
now  offered  to  the  public  ;  I  have  thought, 
that  from  this  circumstance,  my  book,  de- 
fective as  it  is  in  some  respects,  may  be  the 
means  of  introducing  Religious  Worship 
into  families,  in  which  that  duty  has  been 
hitherto  neglected. 

But  I  will  not  attempt  to  reason  my 
readers  into  an  approbation  of  my  design. 
I  trust  that  I  may  say,  I  have  sought  the 
good  of  mankind.  I  have  aimed,  likewise, 
at  the  honour  of  God,  in  this  undertaking ; 
and  to  that  adorable  Being,  whose  glory  it 
is  designed  to  promote,  I  commit  it. 

The  compositions  are  all  of  them  original. 
To  effect  some  kind  of  variety,  most  of 
them  are  made  on  particular  subjects ;  in 
the  choice  of  which,  no  systematic  arrange- 
ment  was   designed.     Nothing  more  w^as 
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attempted,  than  merely  to  comprehend  the 
principal  duties,  trials,  and  temptations  of 
common  life. 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that  there  are 
but  few  prayers  "  for  all  states."  Instead 
of  bringing  all  the  usual  subjects  of  prayer 
before  a  family,  every  time  they  assemble 
for  worship,  I  have  endeavoured  to  distri- 
bute them  among  the  sixty  prayers  which 
are  composed  for  the  month.  This  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  method  more  edifying  to  our 
domestics,  than  the  comprehending  all 
states  in  every  prayer  ;  as  it  admits  of  that 
degree  of  enlargement  on  any  particular 
subject,  which  tends  to  give  importance  to 
it,  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  join  in  the 
worship.  By  returning  less  frequently, 
and  being  longer  dwelt  upon,  the  subject 
probably  attracts  more  attention,  and  makes 
a  deeper  impression,  than  it  would  were  it 
hastily  passed  over  every  day. 

That  the  domestics  of  a  family  may  be 
duly  affected  with  a  sense  of  the  duties 
which  they  owe  to  those  who  are  in  autho- 
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rity,  is  one  reason  which  has  determined 
the  author  not  to  make  mention  of  them  in 
every  prayer.     He    endeavours    to  infuse 
a  spirit  of  loyalty  into  a  family,    by  ap- 
propriating one   occasion   of  Family   De- 
votion entirely  to  this   subject.     By  this 
method,   he  conceives   (even   should   the 
prayer    so  designed  occur  but  once  in  a 
month)  that  the  members  of  a  family  would 
learn  more  of  what  they  owe  to  their  Prince, 
and  be  much  more  impressed  with  a  convic- 
tion that  it  is  a  Christian  Duty  to  pray  for 
him,  than  by  his  being  mentioned,  only  in 
a  short  sentence,  in  every  day's  prayer. 

May  it  please  the  God  of  all  grace,  to 
accompany  this  humble  attempt  to  promote 
the  practice  of  domestic  piety,  with  his 
blessing ;  disposing  the  hearts  of  parents 
and  mastei^s,  to  delight  in  imparting  reli- 
gious instruction  to  their  children  and  ser- 
vants. May  their  instruction  be  illustrated 
and  adorned,  by  their  holy  example.  May 
the  Morning  and  Evening  Sacrifice  of  prayer 
and  praise  be  offered  up,  in  every  family, 
to  the  God  of  our  salvation,  and  his  bless- 
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ing  descend  and  rest  on  all  the  members  ; 
purifying  their  hearts,  supporting  them 
under  their  trials,  uniting  them  more  and 
more  to  each  other  in  the  bonds  of  Chris- 
tian charity,  and  affording  them  the  re- 
freshing foretastes  of  that  glorious  state,  in 
which  the  blessed  God  will  be  worshipped 
with  the  most  profound  adoration,  and  the 
subhmest  strains  of  praise. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


SIXTEENTH  EDITION. 


The  Author  has  onee  more  made  his  Copy 
pass  under  a  careful  revision,  before  it  was 
sent  to  the  press ;  and  he  hopes  that  in 
consequence  of  this,  the  Book  may  better 
answer  its  purpose.  The  Prayer  referring 
to  Infidel  Sentiments,  which  was  first  added 
to  the  "  Occasional  Prayers"  in  the  Four- 
teenth Edition,  is  here  retained ;  and  a 
Morning,  as  well  as  an  Evening  Prayer,  for 
a  School,  added,  on  the  suggestion  of  a 
friend  who  has  been  many  years  engaged 
in  the  education  of  young  persons.  On 
this  addition  it  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  kind  of  establishment  which 
the  Author  had  in  his  view,  was  that  which 
is  usually  denominated  a  Boarding  School, 
whether  for  boys  or  for  girls  ;  and  in  which 
b  2 
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it  is  customary  for  the  household  of  the 
Master  or  Mistress  to  be  assembled  with 
the  Pupils,  at  the  time  of  Morning  or 
Evening  Prayer.  It  will  be  seen  by  a  pe- 
rusal of  these  two  Prayers,  that  they  are  not 
intended  to  be  used  on  a  Sunday,  nor  on 
any  day  of  the  week  during  a  School  Va- 
cation. 

The  "  Prayer  composed  for  occasional 
use  during  the  late  war,"  is  still  retained, 
though  not  now  proper  for  family  use. 
Being  written  at  the  period  to  which  it  re- 
fers, and,  through  that  circumstance,  em- 
bracing all  the  leading  peculiarities  of  a 
most  eventful  situation  ;  the  perusal  of  it 
may  serve  to  keep  up  a  devout  and  thank- 
ful sense  of  that  deliverance,  which  the 
Most  High  was  pleased  to  grant  not  only 
to  our  country,  but  to  the  world,  when  the 
late  war  terminated. 
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^  The  Reader  is  desiixd  to  take  Notice,  that  all 
those  Sentences  which  in  the  following  Prayers 
are  printed  in  Italics,  are  Quotations  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  They  will  often  be  here  found, 
word  for  word,  as  they  stand  in  our  authorized 
translation;  but  not  always  so:  the  nature  of 
the  passage  in  which  th^  expressions  are  intro- 
duced,  being  frequently  such  as  will  not  admit 
of  so  verbal  an  agreement. 
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SUNDAY  MORNING*. 

A  Prayer  for  the  Presence  of  God  in  public 
Worship. 

O  MOST  Holy  God,  we  are  not  only  weak, 
but  sinful  creatures;  and  could  not  pre- 
sume to  approach  Thee,  much  as  we  need 
thy  help,  hadst  not  Thou  revealed  Thyself  a 
God  of  mercy,  in  and  through  thy  dear  Son. 
Encouraged  by  thy  gracious  promises,  and 
the  mediation  of  our  blessed  Advocate,  we 
humbly  draw  near  to  Thee;  unworthy  as 
we  are  of  the  least  of  all  thy  mercies. 

Accept  our  thanksgivings.  Most  Gracious 
God,  for  all  the  means,  and  all  the  oppor- 

*  To  this,  and  to  the  following  prayer,  a  passage  applicable 
to  the  Holy  Communion  is  annexed.  There  are  also  two 
prayers  in  this  work  which  refer  wholly  to  that  solemnity ; 
viz.  the  1st  and  2d  of  the  Occasional  Prayers, 

B 


2  SUNDAY  MORNING. 

tunities,  wliich  Thou  hast  afforded  us  for 
the  salvation  of  our  souls. 

We  bless  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  setting  apart 
a  day  of  holy  rest.  We  stand  in  need  of 
being  frequently  called  away  from  the 
affairs  of  the  present  life ;  for  we  are  too 
forgetful  of  the  infinite  concerns  of  the  life 
to  come. 

We  are  bound  to  thank  Thee,  not  only 
for  appointing,  but  also  for  preserving  to  us 
the  day  of  rest :  for  it  is  through  thy  good 
providence,  that  the  Sabbath  is  still  ob- 
served. Hereby,  a  season  of  instruction 
in  things  of  everlasting  consequence  is  se- 
cured to  us. 

With  unfeigned  thankfulness  would  we 
acknowledge  thy  goodness  to  us,  in  renew- 
ing the  opportunities  of  benefiting  by  this 
merciful  institution  ;  as  Thou  hast  done,  by 
bringing  us  safely  to  the  beginning  of  this 
holy  day.  Now,  O  Lord,  we  beseech 
Thee,  give  us  grace  to  improve  the  day  to 
its  religious  purposes. 
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With  shame  we  own,  that  we  have  suf- 
fered former  opportunities  of  this  kind  to 
pass  unimproved ;  but,  O  let  it  not  be  so 
to  day.  Instead  of  losing  another  Sab- 
bath, may  we  endeavour  to  redeem  those 
which  we  have  already  lost  :  For  we  know 
not  whether  this  may  not  be  our  last. 

We  are  going  to  thy  house ;  give  us  grace, 
O  Lord,  to  approach  thy  throne,  with 
the  deepest  reverence.  Let  us  draw  near 
to  Thee,  not  only  with  our  lips,  but  with  our 
hearts  also.  Too  often,  alas !  have  we  con- 
tented ourselves  with  the/orm  of  godliness; 
may  we  this  day  worship  Thee,  in  spirit  and 
in  truth. 

When  we  confess  our  sins,  may  we  per- 
form the  duty  with  a  contrite  heart.  When 
we  sing  thy  praise,  may  all  that  is  within  us 
bless  thy  holy  name.  Let  true  devotion  ac- 
company the  words  of  prayer.  And  may 
we,  through  thy  merciful  regard  to  our 
petitions,  draw  down  blessings  upon  our 
king,  our  country,  our  churches,  our  fami- 
lies, ourselves,  and  all  for  whom  we  pray. 

b2 
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Bless  the  instruction  we  may  receive 
this  day.  Let  our  hearts  stand  in  awe  of 
thy  word.  May  we  hear  it  Hkewise  with 
thankfulness :  blessing  Thee  for  its  pre- 
cepts, as  well  as  for  its  promises. 

Glory  be  to  thy  name,  O  Lord,  for  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation,  which  Thou  hast 
sent  unto  us.  We  are  not  standing,  like 
Israel,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Sinai.  Instead 
of  hearing  the  awful  sounds  which  issued 
from  thence,  we  hear  Thee  speaking  to  us 
l>y  thy  Son  ;  and  are  assured  that,  through 
him,  our  sins  may  be  forgiven,  and  our 
prayers  heard. 

O  suffer  us  not  to  be  inattentive  to  thy 
voice.  May  we  listen  to  it,  with  all  humi- 
lity. May  we  treasure  up  thy  gracious 
words  in  our  hearts ;  and  may  their  holy 
and  happy  influence  be  seen  in  our  daily 
conversation. 

Assist  all  thy  servants,  O  Lord,  who  mi- 
nister in  holy  things  this  day;  and  espe- 
cially Him  who  laboureth  among  us.     May 
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the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spmt  be  upon 
him,  both  in  offering  up  the  prayers  of 
the  congregation,  and  in  dispensing  thy 
word;  and  let  thy  blessing  attend  his 
labours. 

And  may  the  Ministers  of  thy  word 
be  successful,  in  all  their  endeavours 
for  the  instruction  and  edification  of  the 
souls  committed  to  their  care  *. 

These  mercies,  for  ourselves,  and  for 
others,   we  humbly  ask  in  the   name   of 


•  The  following  Addition  for  a  Sacrament  Day  may  he  intrO' 
duced  here. 

We  humbly  pray  Thee  to  bless  all  those,  who  shall  this  day 
approach  the  table  of  our  blessed  Lord  to  commemorate  his 
great  love  to  us.  While  they  are  partaking  of  the  elements 
which  represent  his  precious  body  and  blood,  may  their 
hearts  be  deeply  affected  with  the  consideration  of  his  cross 
and  passion.  May  they  remember  their  sins,  with  true  con- 
trition of  heart ;  and  the  love  of  that  Redeemer  who  shed  his 
blood  for  their  remission,  with  the  most  lively  thankfulness. 
May  they  be  enabled  to  **  feed  by  faith  on  him,"  who  gave 
his  Jlesh  for  the  life  of  the  world ;  and  may  they  return  from 
his  table  with  hearts  full  of  love  to  God,  and  good  will 
towards  men. 
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our  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ, 
who  taught  us  thus  to  pray, 

Our  Father,  ^'c. 


SUNDAY  EVENING. 

Thanhsgiving  for  the  Means  of  Grace. 

O  King  of  Glory,  King  of  Righteous- 
ness and  Peace,  help  us  TOth  all  humihty 
and  reverence  to  how  the  knee  to  Thee. 
May  y^e  willingly  and  joyfully  honour 
Thee ;  and  "  acknowledge  Thee  to  be  the 
Lord,''  not  only  with  our  lips,  but  by  a 
life  devoted  to  thy  service. 

We  would  close  this  day  of  mercy,  Most 
Blessed  God,  with  praise  and  prayer.  We 
thank  Thee  for  granting  to  us  another  op- 
portunity of  attending  to  the  things  which 
belong  to  our  peace.  We  thank  Thee,  that 
we  have  heard  the  joyful  sound  of  thy  Gos- 
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pel ;  those  glad  tidings  which  proclaim 
comfort  to  them  that  mourn^  liberty  to  the 
captive,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to 
them  that  are  bound. 

Let  thy  word,  O  Lord,  run  and  be  glori- 
fied. Let  thjway  be  hnown  upon  earth ,  thy 
saving  health  among  all  nations.  And  may 
the  God  of  hope  fill  those  who  hear  the 
word  of  salvation,  %mth  all  joy  and  peace 
in  believing. 

We  take  pleasure  in  recollecting  that 
numerous  assemblies  of  Christian  Worship- 
pers have  been  held  this  day,  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  Ever  do  Thou  incline 
our  hearts  to  pity  those  who  neglect  thine 
ordinances  :  but  let  us  rejoice  also,  that 
there  are  multitudes  who  hnow  thy  name, 
and  fill  thy  courts  with  the  voice  of  prayer 
and  praise. 

Blessed  be  thy  name  for  all  the  success 
which  hath  attended  the  administration  of 
thy  word  and  ordinances.  We  bless  Thee, 
for  every   one   whom  Thou  hast  hereby 
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turned  from  his  evil  ways ;  for  every  one 
whom  Thou  hast  comforted  under  afflic- 
tion ;  and  for  every  one  whom  Thou  hast 
made  to  advance  in  faith  and  hoHness.  We 
would  join  in  thanksgivings  with  all  those 
who  this  day  have  been  sitting  under  the 
tree  of  life  with  great  delight,  and  have 
found  itsfjmit  sweet  to  their  taste. 

And,  O  Most  Gracious  God,  have  mercy 
upon  those,  who,  although  they  have  heard 
thy  word,  still  remain  in  the  bonds  of  ini- 
quity. Let  thy  grace  ever  accompany  the 
voice  of  thy  Ministers ;  that  not  one  who 
heareth  their  message  may  put  awaij  from 
himself  the  word  of  God,  and  judge  himself 
unworthy  of  everlasting  life. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  be  in 
the  number  of  those  who  hear  thy  word,  and 
heep  it.  Bless  us  with  a  capacity  to  re- 
member what  we  hear ;  and  open  our  under- 
standing, that  we  ma])  understand  the  Scrip- 
tures. 

O'Ever  Blessed  God,  Instructor  of  the 
ignorant,  Purifier  of  the  heart,  by  whose 
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influence  the  mists  of  error  are  dispersed, 
and  the  chains  of  sin  are  broken,  give  unto 
us,  not  only  the  knowledge,  but  also  the 
lace  of  the  truth.  Give  effect  to  every 
successive  opportunity  of  attending  thy 
house;  that  our  faith  may  be  more  and 
more  strengthened,  and  that  our  liyce 
towards  God,  and  to  one  another,  may  be 
made  to  ahound'^. 

Pardon,  O  Merciful  Lord,  all  the  imper- 
fections of  our  religious  duties.  Neither  in 
thy  house,  in  the  family,  or  in  the  closet, 

*  TJds  Addition  for  the  Evening  of  a  Sacrament  Day  may  he 
introduced  here. 

We  thank  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  another  opportunity  of  com- 
memorating the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  dying  for  our  sins. 
Help  all  those  who  have  attended  the  Table  of  our  Lord  to 
keep  the  blessed  Redeemer  still  in  view ;  and  enable  them  to 
walk  henceforth  as  becometh  the  disciples  of  Jesus.  May 
they  go  and  show  forth  that  love  to  God  and  man,  of  which 
he  hath  set  us  so  great  an  example  in  his  death.  As  those 
who  have  partaken  of  the  instituted  signs  of  his  body  and 
blood,  with  truly  penitent  hearts,  may  they  watch  and  pray 
against  all  sin ;  remembering  what  it  cost  to  redeem  their 
souls.  And  may  they  ardently  desire,  and  be  daily  growing 
more  meet  for  that  nearer  communion  with  Jesus,  which  thy 
saints  shall  enjoy  in  heaven. 
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have  we  served  Thee  as  we  ought.  Forgive 
the  worshippers  ;  but  let  the  worship,  even 
though  it  be  not  free  from  some  impure 
mixture,  find  acceptance  with  Thee, 
through  the  meritorious  offering  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Great  High  Priest. 

And  now  may  we  be  enabled  to  retire  to 
rest,  meditating  on  the  blessed  truths  in 
which  we  have  been  instructed ;  and  filled 
with  thankfulness  for  having  heard  them. 

Into  thy  hands,  O  God  of  Salvation,  we 
commend  ourselves ;  humbly  praying,  that 
should  we  be  raised  to  see  the  light  of  ano- 
ther day,  we  may  enter  on  it,  deeply  im- 
pressed with  what  we  have  been  hearing, 
and  seriously  resolved  to  take  thy  word  as 
a  light  to  our  feet,  and  a  lamp  to  our  paths. 

Now  to  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  invi- 
sible, the  onhj  wise  GOD,  be  honour  and 
glorij,for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

Our  Father,  Sf^c. 
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For  Grace  to  live  according  to  GOUs 
Word, 

BLESSED  be  the  GOD  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us, 
in  Christ,  with  all  spiritual  blessings.  Give 
us  a  thankful  heart,  O  Lord,  for  thy  mercy 
in  looking  upon  sinful  man,  and  for  speak- 
ing to  us  by  that  meek  and  lowly  Saviour, 
who  never  breaheth  the  bruised  reed,  nor 
quencheth  the  smohingflax. 

Although  the  Sabbath  is  past,  we  would 
not  forget  what  we  owe  to  Thee  for  its 
blessings.  We  have  heard  the  voice  of 
mercy,  proclaiming  pardon  and  peace 
through  the  blood  of  Jesus.  We  have 
likewise  been  called  into  thy  service  by 
this  gracious  voice.  O  give  unto  us  that 
faith,  which  will  make  us  rejoice  in  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation  ;  and  that  love  to 
Thee,  which  will  make  us  attentive  to  thy 
commands  as  well  as  to  thy  promises. 
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We  renew  our  prayers  for  the  grace  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit ;  that  the  good  impressions 
which  thy  word  may  have  made  on  our 
minds  may  be  deep  and  lasting.  May  all 
our  conduct  this  day  prove,  whatever  trial 
or  temptation  befall  us,  that  we  desire  to 
be  sincere  and  without  offence  in  thy  sight. 

We  humbly  offer  up  our  supplications, 
in  behalf  of  all  those  who  heard  the  word 
of  salvation  yesterday.  Suffer  them  not. 
Most  Merciful  Father,  to  turn  away  from 
Him  ivho  spealceth  from  heaven.  Other 
voices  will  be  heard  this  day ;  but  O  that 
mankind  may  perceive  the  danger  of  obey- 
ing any  voice  which  contradicteth  thine. 
Preserve  them  hoxw  giving  heed  to  seducing 
spirits,  and  enable  them  to  listen  attentively 
to  thy  faithful  word ;  for  there  is  love  even 
in  its  severest  rebukes. 

We  bless  thee,  O  Lord,  for  the  assist- 
ance afforded  to  thy  Ministers  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  and  for  all  the  success 
which  may  have  attended  their  pious  en- 
deavours.    And  now  we  pray  Thee  to  pre- 
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pare  them  for  new  services  ;  and  to  direct 
them  in  the  further  prosecution  of  that 
great  work  to  which  Thou  hast  called  them. 

Give  thy  blessing  to  them  in  their  read- 
ing, in  their  private  meditations,  and  hi 
their  pastoral  visits.  May  they  ever  bear 
upon  their  hearts  the  welfare  of  their  flocks ; 
and  be  always  laying  up  something  in  store, 
for  further  opportunities  of  instruction. 

And  while  thy  Ministers  are  endeavour- 
ing to  lead  us  in  the  right  way,  O  may  we, 
and  all  for  whom  they  labour,  willingly 
follow,  and  pursue  the  Christian  course 
with  increasing  earnestness. 

And  may  the  blessed  company  of  those 
who  walk  in  the  path  of  thy  command- 
ments, multiply  every  Sabbath-day.  O 
Lord,  give  thy  word  success,  that  new  con- 
verts of  all  ranks,  and  all  ages,  may  be  daily 
added  to  the  church.  Let  Mngs  of  the  earth 
and  all  people y  princes,  and  all  judges  of  the 
earthy  young  men  and  maidens,  old  men  and 
children,  join  to  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord. 


14  MONDAY  EVENING. 

Hear,  O  merciful  Lord,  our  humble  sup- 
plications ;  and  do  Thou,  "  who  hast  brought 
us  safely  to  the  beginning  of  this  day,"  be 
pleased  to  preserve  us  from  all  things  that 
may  be  hurtful  either  to  body  or  soul,  for 
the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  8fc. 
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That  we  may  live  with  Eternity  in  View, 

O  Thou  Blessed  God,  by  whose  good 
providence  we  are  preserved  to  the  close 
of  another  day,  teach  us  to  look  forward 
to  the  end  of  all  things.  We  are  admonished, 
by  the  silence  of  the  present  hour,  to  stand 
prepared  for  that  night,  when  the  noise  of 
this  busy  world  shall  be  heard  no  more. 

O  let  not  that  awful  night  overtake  us 
1 
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before  the  great  business  of  life  is  done ; 
but  since  Thou  hast  in  great  mercy  to  our 
souls  given  us  a  day  of  salvation,  let  us  not 
sleep  as  do  others,  but  watch  and  he  sober. 

And  whatsoever  our  hand  jindeth  to  do^ 
especially  in  the  affairs  of  life  eternal,  may 
we  have  grace  to  do  it,  with  all  our  might; 
ever  remembering,  that  there  is  no  worJc, 
nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in 
the  grave,  whither  we  are  going. 

What  great  reason  have  we  to  be  hum- 
bled before  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  our  negli- 
gence in  the  great  work  of  our  salvation ! 
How  often  doth  the  day  pass,  without  a 
thought  on  the  subject !  How  faintly  have 
we  thought  of  it,  when  it  hath  occurred  to 
our  mind  :  And  yet  how  great  an  interest 
do  we  take  in  the  affairs  ®f  the  present  life; 
and  how  vigorously  do  we  pursue  them. 
Forgive,  O  Lord,  this  shameful  inconsist- 
ency. Well  may  we  hide  our  heads,  when 
we  recollect,  how  careftd  and  troid)led  we 
are  about  many  things,  and  yet  how  little 
engaged  about  the  one  thing  needful. 
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O  Lord,  do  Thou  not  only  forgive,  but 
free  us  from  this  inconsistency.  Cure  us 
of  those  desires  which  grasp  at  a  shadow. 
For  what  would  the  world  be  to  us,  without 
Thee  ?  Were  we  to  have  nothing  more 
than  its  uncertain  riches,  and  its  short- 
lived pleasures,  we  should  be  poor  and 
wretched. — Thou  only,  O  God,  canst  make 
us  truly  blessed.  Therefore  to  Thee  do 
we  direct  our  eyes ;  and  for  thy  favour 
will  we  humbly  wait  at  thy  footstool. 

Let  us  not  be  numbered  with  the  men  of 
this  world,  who  have  their  portion  in  this 
life  ;  but  with  those  who,  confessing  them- 
selves strangers  and  pilgrims  on  earth,  are 
seeking  a  better  country.  Thou  forgivest 
their  iniquities.  Thou  purifiest  their  hearts. 
Thou  Iceepest  them  from  the  evil  of  the  world. 
If  Thou  visitest  their  offences  with  the  rod, 
yet  thy  loving-kindness  Thou  takest  not  from 
them.  All  things  ai^e  made  to  work  together 
for  their  good ;  and  they  ^refilled  with  all 
joy  and  peace  in  believing.  O  Loi'd,  remem- 
ber us  with  the  favour  that  Thou  bearest  unto 
thy  people;  O  visit  us  with  thy  salvation: 
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that  we  may  seek  the  good  of  thy  chosen, 
that  we  may  i^ejoice  in  the  gladness  of 
thy  nation,  and  glory  with  thine  inherit- 
ance. 

And  may  the  hope  of  being  thus  blessed, 
be  more  to  us  than  all  bodily  comforts 
and  refreshments.  We  thank  Thee,  that 
we  have  a  place  where  to  lay  our  heads  after 
the  fatigues  of  the  day.  But  doubly  plea- 
sant are  our  bodily  comforts,  when  they 
are  sweetened  by  a  sense  of  thy  mercy  to 
our  souls.  We  have  reason  to  be  thankful 
for  the  hardest  bed,  on  which  we  can  lie 
down  at  peace  with  Thee. 

O  suffer  none  of  us  to  let  the  day  con- 
clude, without  lifting  up  a  sincere  and 
earnest  prayer  to  Thee,  for  grace  to  be  thus 
prepared  for  every  circumstance  of  life,  or 
death ;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Onr  Father y  8fc, 
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TUESDAY  MORNING. 

Fo7'  the  Blessing  of  God  upon  all  our  lawful 
Under  taJcings. 


O  Lord,  our  God,  wlio  mahest  the 
outgoings  of  the  morning  and  evening  to 
praise  Thee,  we  draw  near  to  Thee  with  the 
offerings  of  praise  and  prayer.  Be  pleased 
to  accept  them  at  our  hands,  through  the 
mediation  of  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ ;  in  whose  name  we  are  en- 
couraged to  approach  Thee,  with  humble 
confidence. 

We  not  only  enter  upon  another  day, 
but  have  to  thank  Thee  likewise,  that  we 
are  able  to  follow  our  respective  vocations : 
For,  O  Lord,  it  is  owing  to  thy  mercy, 
that  man  goeth forth  to  his  work,  and  to  his 
labour  until  the  evening.  To  Thee,  therefore, " 
through  whose  goodness  we  are  capable  of 
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SO  doing  this  day,  we  come  and  pray  that 
we  may  go  to  our  several  employments, 
with  thy  blessing  upon  us. 

Enable  us  so  to  manage  all  temporal 
affairs,  as  not  to  be  enslaved  by  them. 
Make  us,  with  respect  to  the  things  of  this 
life,  moderate  in  our  desires  ;  that  we  may 
not  take  so  much  business  upon  ourselves 
as  to  distract  our  thoughts,  and  disqualify 
ourselves  for  the  duties  and  enjoyments  of 
religion. 

We  thank  Thee  for  warning  us  against 
a  greediness  of  filthy  lucre.  And  since  thy 
word  assureth  us,  that  it  hath  made  some 
fall  into  temptation,  and  a  S7iare,  and  into 
many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts  which  drown 
men  in  destruction  and  perdition  ;  grant, 
O  Lord,  that  in  all  the  transactions  of  this 
day,  we  may  be  preserved  from  every  desire 
which  might  lead  to  so  sad  an  end. 

Should  difficulties  occur  in  our  affairs, 
make  us  willing  to  suffer  any  thing  rather 
than  seek  rehef  by  dishonourable  means. 

c  2 
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Nor  let  us  in  an  hour  of  difficulty  depend 
on  human  wisdom  alone ;  but  call  upon 
Thee  in  the  day  of  trouhle.  For,  O  Lord, 
there  is  no  wisdom  like  thy  wisdom,  no 
power  like  thy  power;  and,  therefore,  no 
dependance  so  secure  from  disappointment, 
as  that  of  making  Thee  our  tinist.  Thy 
providence  is  our  best  security  against  the 
craftiness,  or  the  violence  of  wicked  men. 
Under  thy  guidance,  the  simple  shall  pass 
unhurt,  amidst  those  who  seek  to  maJce  him 
their  prey. 

We  would  leave  the  event  of  our  under- 
takings to  Thee ;  for  we  know  not  what  we 
ought  to  desire :  Therefore,  choose  Thou 
for  us  ;  for  Thou  best  knowest  what  is  for 
our  good. 

If  it  please  Thee  to  prosper  the  worJc  of 
our  hands,  let  not  prosperity  make  us  forget 
Thee,  the  Lord  our  God,  If  it  seem  not 
good  unto  Thee  to  give  success  to  our 
labours,  enable  us  to  say  from  the  heart, 
27iy  will  he  done,  O  Lord,  let  not  the  dis- 
appointment be  the  occasion  of  our  sinning 
against  Thee,  and  all  will  be  well. 
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Let  our  hearts  and  hopes  be  fixed  on 
the  good  things  which  Thou  hast  prepared 
for  those  ivho  love  Thee  ;  that  our  comfort 
and  peace  may  not  depend  on  any  of  the 
events  of  this  changing  world,  but  on  thy 
wise  and  gracious  purposes,  which  shall 
standfast  for  ever  and  ever. 

Thou  hast  not  given  to  thy  servants  any 
assurance  of  worldly  prosperity  ;  but  Thou 
hast  provided  for  their  spiritual  and  ever- 
lasting welfare.  In  this  mercy  may  we 
principally  rejoice,  when  in  prosperity ;  in 
this  may  we  rest,  in  the  hour  of  adversity ; 
ever  thankful  for  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  Christ,  and  perfectly  contented  with 
those  treasures,  which  the  world  can  nei- 
ther give  nor  take  away. 

In  this  true  wisdom  give  us  grace,  O 
merciful  Lord,  to  improve  day  by  day; 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  taught 
us  thus  to  call  upon  Thee. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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TUESDAY  EVENING. 

A  Prayer  for  God's  Protection. 

Most  Gracious  Lord,  from  Thee  cometh 
cverij  good  and  perfect  gift.  To  Thee  we 
are  indebted  for  all  that  maketli  the  pre- 
sent life  comfortable,  and  all  that  secureth 
to  us  the  happiness  of  the  life  to  come. 
With  Thee,  therefore,  would  we  begin  and 
end  every  day. 

Make  us  thankful  for  all  the  good  we 
have  this  day  received.  How  many  bless- 
ings, unhiown  to  us  at  present,  may  thy 
hand  have  bestowed!  Who  but  Thyself 
can  tell  how  near  we  have  been  to  those 
evils,  from  which  we  have  been  preserved  ! 

But,  O  that  we  were  duly  thankful  for 
our  known  mercies!  Pardon  our  want  of 
tliankfulness,  and  accept  our  imperfect 
praises  for  the  blessings  we  have  received ; 
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for  they  are  great  and  many  :  and  consider- 
ing the  reasons  which  we  have  to  humble 
ourselves  before  Thee,  they  manifest  thy 
mercy,  as  well  as  thy  goodness. 

And  now  to  whom  can  we  look  for  pre- 
servation this  night,  but  to  Him  w^ho  hath 
kept  us  during  the  day  ?  O  Thou  Preserver 
of  men,  except  Thou  keep  the  city,  the 
watchman  waketh  in  vain. 

Nothing  but  thy  providential  care  over 
us  can  secure  such  frail  creatures.  Many 
things  which  may  render  this  a  night  of 
great  distress  and  trouble,  we  are  utterly 
unable  to  prevent.  Who  but  thyself,  O 
God,  can  guard  us  from  pain,  fear,  or 
grief;  evils  which  may  assault  the  inhabi- 
tant, while  the  habitation  is  in  perfect  se- 
curity! But  all  things  are  in  thy  hand. 
And  when  Thou  givest  quietness,  who  then 
can  make  trouble  ? 

To  thy  care,  therefore,  O  Gracious  God, 
we  humbly  commend  ourselves.  Merci- 
fully preserve  us  from  the  sons  of  violence. 
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from  devouring  flames,  from  all  distressing 
events,  and  all  wicked  beings,  bodily  or 
spiritual. 

And  O  keep  us  from  the  greatest  of  all 
evils.  Give  us  that  holy  fear  of  falling 
into  sin,  for  which  we  have  need  every  mo- 
ment to  pray.  O  Lord,  there  is  no  darkness 
with  Thee.  Let  us  remember,  therefore, 
that  although  the  secrecy  of  night  be  often 
chosen  for  works  of  iniquity,  the  trans- 
gressor never  escapeth  thine  eye.  Thoti 
knowest  all  things,  and  hatest  all  iniquity. 
Bless  us  with  an  habitual  and  impressive 
recollection  of  this ;  and  fill  our  hearts 
with  such  love  to  Thee,  as  shall  cause  us 
to  abhor  tliat  which  is  evil. 

Let  thy  blessing,  O  Lord,  accompany 
every  event  of  this  night.  Should  it  be  a 
night  of  trial  to  any  of  us,  make  the  trial 
wm^h  for  our  good.  If  we  pass  the  night 
with  comfort,  let  our  waking  thoughts  be 
those  of  thankfulness.  Let  our  first  in- 
(juiry  be,  what  shall  we  render  to  the 
Lord  ? 
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What  we  have  asked  for  ourselves,  O 
Lord,  we  ask  for  others.  We  intreat  Thee 
to  keep  this  neighbourhood  in  peace.  We 
commend  all  our  dear  Relatives  to  Thee. 
Guard  them  from  every  evil,  to  which 
either  their  bodies  or  their  minds  may 
be  exposed. 

O  may  we,  and  may  all  who  are  dear  to 
us,  retire  to  rest  duly  sensible  of  every 
blessing  received  at  thy  hands  ;  and  espe- 
cially, of  that  which  is  the  greatest  of  them 
all,  the  gift  of  a  Saviour. 

Blessed,  for  ever  blessed  be  the  Lord, 
for  that  Redeemer,  by  whom  we  are  deli- 
vered from  the  darkness  of  error,  sin,  and 
misery,  and  are  brought  to  enjoy  the  light 
of  eternal  life.  O  may  we  follow  Him  on 
earth ;  that  in  due  time  we  may  be  joined 
to  those  in  heaven,  who  ascribe  blessing 
and  honour,  glorij  and  power,  unto  Him,  who 
sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb, 
for  ever  and  ever. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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WEDNESDAY  MORNING 

For  God's  Guidance. 


BLESSED  is  the  man,  O  Lord,  who7u 
Thou  chooseth,  andcausest  to  approach  unto 
Thee.  Vouchsafe  unto  us  this  mercy,  we 
humbly  beseech  Thee ;  that  we  may  he  sa- 
tisfied with  the  goodness  of  thy  house ,  even 
of  thy  holy  temple. 

What  more,  O  Gracious  God,  can  we  de- 
sire, than  to  have  a  name  and  a  place  in  thy 
house  ?  O  let  this  favour  be  granted  unto 
us.  Let  not  the  possessions,  the  honours, 
or  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  be  the  idols 
of  our  hearts ;  but  let  our  desire  be,  to 
have  thy  blessing ;  for  without  this,  earthly 
abundance  is  poverty,  and  honour  is  an 
empty  sound.  In  the  fidness  of  our  suffi- 
ciency we  shall  he  in  straits  ;  unless  Thou 
art  our  God,  and^c  are  thy  people ^ 
4 
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And  dost  Thou,  O  Lord,  condescend  to 
speak  as  a  Father  to  sinful  dust  and  ashes  ? 
Dost  Thou  offer  to  adopt  those  into  thy  fa- 
mily, whom  Thou  mightest  justly  exclude 
from  it  ?  O  may  we  be  duly  affected  by 
such  grace !  Joyfully  consenting  to  the 
terms,  on  which  Thou  art  willing  to  re- 
ceive us,  may  we  come  to  Thee !  And 
never,  never  may  there  be  in  our  hearts  so 
much  as  a  thought  of  leaving  our  Fathers 
House. 

Never  suffer  us  to  give  to  another,  that 
honour  which  is  due  to  Thee  alone.  How 
often,  alas !  have  we  been  guilty  of  this 
folly.  Though  favoured  with  the  light  of 
the  Gospel,  we  have  lived  like  those  who 
worshipped  and  served  the  creature  more 
than  the  Creator.  But  how  frequently 
have  we  had  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  our 
hope.  In  many  instances  our  idols  have 
deceived  us.  But  Thou,  O  faithful  God, 
hast  never  disappointed  the  hopes  of  those 
who  made  thy  word  their  trust.  All  thy 
promises,  are,  in  due  time,  faithfully  per- 
formed ;  and  in  Thee  thy  people  find  a  safe 
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guide,  amidst  intricate  paths  ;  a  siipjiorier, 
when  they  are  faint ;  a  protector,  when  as- 
saulted; a  comfor^ter,  when  distressed;  a 
refuge,  when  pursued. 

Whom  then  shall  we  desire  to  have  for 
our  guide  and  guard,  but  Thee  ?  Lead  us 
then,  blessed  Lord,  and  give  us  grace  to 
follow.  Too  long  have  we  been  led  astray 
by  our  own  foolish  and  hurtfid  lusts  ;  but 
we  see  whither  they  were  hurrying  us.  We 
yield  ourselves  therefore  to  thy  guidance  : 
fearful  of  taking  one  step,  but  as  Thou 
leadest  us. 

Conducted  by  Thee,  we  shall  go  through 
the  day  safely,  if  not  pleasantly.  We  may 
suffer  ;  but  if  we  be  kept  from  sin,  it  will 
be  a  blessed  day.  We  may  not  be  ex- 
empted from  trial ;  but  if  Thou  sanctify  the 
trial,  all  will  be  well.  And  in  the  evening, 
should  we  have  to  look  back  upon  a  day  of 
tempest,  we  shall  have  cause  to  be  thank- 
ful, that  He  was  with  us,  ivhom  the  winds 
and  the  sea  obey;  and  through  whose  help, 
the  deep  did  not  swallow  us  up. 
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Pity  those  who  are  still  as  sheep  going 
astray  ;  and  grant,  that  they  may  obey  the 
voice  of  that  Good  Shepherd,  who  calls 
them  into  his  fold.  There  only  can  any 
of  us  find  pasture  :  there  only  shall  we 
abide  in  safety.  Let  no  one  then  hear  that 
voice  in  vain.  May  that  Saviour  ivho  was 
lifted  up  from  the  earth,  draw  all  men  unto 
him ;  the  wise,  the  mighty,  the  poor  of 
this  world,  the  outcasts  of  Israel^  and  the 
Gentiles  which  know  not  God, 

Let  heaven  and  earth  praise  our  God  for 
his  many  mercies  ;  but  "  especially  for  his 
"  inestimable  love  in  the  redemption  of 
"  the  world,  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
"  for  the  means  of  grace,  and  for  the 
''  hope  of  glory.*' 

O  "  give  us  that  due  sense  of  all  thy 
"  mercies,  that  our  hearts  may  be  un- 
"  feignedly  thankful,  and  that  we  may 
^'  show  forth  thy  praise,  not  only  with  our 
'*  lips,  but  in  our  lives  :  by  giving  up  our- 
"  selves  to  thy  service,  and  by  walking 
"  before  Thee  in  holiness  and  righteous- 
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"  ness  all  our  days,  through  Jesus  Christ 
"  our  Lord,"  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray, 

Om'  Father,  ^c. 
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On  Humility. 

Great  and  Holy  God,  how  shall  we 
come  before  Thee  !  Thou  art  the  Lord  God 
Oinnipotent :  we  are  but  dust  and  ashes. 
Thou  art  from  everlasting  to  everlasting  : 
we  are  of  yesterday  and  hnow  nothing.  Our 
meanness  alone  ought  to  fill  us  with  humi- 
lity in  thy  presence.  But,  O  Gracious  God, 
there  is  a  still  more  affecting  reason  for  our 
thus  approachingThee ;  Thou  hast  wowmA^^? 
and  brought  us  up  as  children,  and  we  have 
rebelled  against  Thee.  "  We  have  erred  and 
"  strayed  from  thy  ways  like  lost  sheep,  and 
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"  there  is  no  health  in  us."  Lord,  Thou 
knowest  our  foolishness,  and  our  sins  are 
not  hidden  from  Thee, 

O  Thou  holy  and  heart-searching  God, 
suffer  us  not  to  listen  to  those  deceitful  rea- 
sonings which  would  make  us  think  lightly 
of  our  sins.  What  plea  can  we  offer  for 
pride,  for  impurity,  or  for  anger  ?  What 
shall  we  say  in  excuse  for  having  loved  this 
vain  world  so  much,  and  Thee  so  little  ? 
We  stand  chargeable  with  these,  and  many 
other  offences :  and,  O  God,  preserve  us 
from  attempting  to  extenuate  the  evil  of 
them. 

Let  us  fall  into  thy  gracious  hands,  ac- 
knowledging our  sins  with  true  contrition 
of  heart,  and  beseeching  Thee  to  show 
mercy  to  us,  on  thine  own  terms.  Instead 
of  cavilling  at  the  way  in  which  it  pleaseth 
Thee  to  pardon  the  guilty ;  let  us  most 
gladly  and  most  thankfully  apply  for  that 
forgiveness,  which  for  Christ's  sake  Thou 
art  willing  to  grant  unto  every  penitent 
sinner. 


im 
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Here,  O  Lord,  is  our  only  hope.  Con- 
scious of  many  transgressions,  and  fearful 
that  unobserved  offences  may  have  been 
committed,  we  flee  to  the  cross  of  Jesus, 
and  there,  with  an  eye  directed  to  Him  who 
boi^e  our  sins,  would  we  finish  this  day. 

And  we  pray,  that  not  only  when  we 
are  kneeling  before  Thee,  but  at  all  times, 
we  may  be  preserved  from  thinking  of  our- 
selves more  highly  than  we  ought  to  think. 
May  a  just  view  of  ourselves  be  continually 
present  to  our  minds ;  that  in  all  our  con- 
duct towards  Thee,  O  God,  we  may  act 
like  penitent  sinners  :  and  that  in  all  our 
transactions  with  men,  we  may  behave  with 
lowli7iess  and  meehiess  ;  as  becometh  those 
who  stand  in  continual  need  of  thy  for- 
giveness. 

And  we  pray,  that  no  gifts,  or  talenti?, 
which  Thou  mayest  have  bestowed  upon 
us,  may  render  us  unmindful  of  what  we 
are  in  thy  sight.  What  unprofitable  ser- 
vants are  we,  with  all  the  gifts  Thou  con- 
ferrest  on  us  !    But  if  we  have  forgotten  to 
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employ  them  to  Thy  glory,  we  have  reason 
to  be  filled  with  shame,  instead  of  being 
lifted  up  by  the  possession  of  them. 

"  And  now,  O  Lord,  grant  unto  us  the 
"  spirit  to  think"  as  well  as  to  "  do  always 
"  such  things  as  are  right ;"  for  we  know, 
by  experience,  that  we  may  be  lifted  up 
with  pride,  even  though  convinced  that 
we  ought  to  be  filled  with  shame.  Do 
Thou  then  give  unto  us  a  humble  mind. 
Preserve  us  from  all  confidence  in  our- 
selves. Let  us  never  forget,  that  in  the 
Lord  alone  have  we  either  righteousness,  or 
strength, 

O  Lord,  we  commit  our  bodies  and  souls 
to  thy  care,  as  weak  and  unworthy  crea- 
tures :  unable  to  defend  ourselves,  and  un- 
deserving of  thy  protection.  Accept  our 
thanks  for  the  mercies  we  have  received ; 
and  bring  us,  we  humbly  beseech  Thee,  in 
safety  to  the  beginning  of  another  day, 
with  a  renewed  sense  of  what  we  owe  to 
thy  providence  and  grace;  through  Jesus 
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Christ  our  Lord,  who  taught  us  thus   to 
pray, 

Our  Father,  ^^c. 
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That  we  may  mahe  the  best  Use  of  Life. 

Most  Gracious  and  Most  Glorious  Lord, 
Who  is  like  unto  Thee  !  almighty  in  power, 
and  yet  abundant  in  mercy  :  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  iniquity,  yet  long-suffering 
toward  offenders  !  All  our  endeavours  to 
set  forth  thy  glory  must  be  feeble  and  im- 
perfect. But  thou  lookest  to  the  heart ;  and 
wilt  accept  the  praises  even  of  weak  and 
sinful  mortals,  who  desire  to  give  unto  Thee 
the  honour  due  unto  thy  name. 

We    would     offer    up    our    unfeigned 
thanks  to  Thee  this  morning,  for  all  the 
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blessings  of  the  past  night.  The  sleep 
with  which  we  have  been  refreshed,  the 
light  of  returning  day,  and  health  to  use 
and  enjoy  it,  are  all  Thy  gifts.  And  shall 
we  receive  these  gifts,  and  forget  to  bless 
the  Bountiful  Giver  ?  Be  it  far  from  us,  O 
Lord! 

Yet,  O  Most  Gracious  God,  we  must 
confess,  that  we  have  often  overlooked  thy 
goodness ;  and  have  forgotten  to  devote 
that  life  to  thy  service,  which  Thou  hast 
mercifully  supported.  Let  our  past  un- 
thankfulness  be  forgiven,  and  sanctify  us, 
in  body,  soul,  and  spirit ;  that  henceforth  we 
may  employ  our  powers  in  endeavouring 
to  do  thy  will :  for  it  is  Thou  who  renewest 
them  from  day  to  day. 

We  thank  Thee,  O  Father  of  Mercies,  for 
thy  holy  word,  which  teacheth  us  how  to 
walk  and  please  Thee  our  God.  We  would 
take  it  this  day  as  a  lamp  unto  our  feet ; 
and  do  Thou  enable  us  to  follow  its  direc- 
tions with  simplicity  of  heart,  and  to  go  on 
our  way  rejoicing, 

d2 
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We  bless  Thee  also  for  that  pattern  of 
faith,  holiness,  and  love,  which  we  behold 
in  the  life  of  our  Saviour ;  and  for  the  en- 
couragement we  h^ye  to  believe,  that 
through  Him  who  s£  us  the  example,  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  copy  it.  For  this  grace 
we  now  look  up  to  Thee.  We  are  apt  to 
go  astray  :  but  do  Thou  preserve  us,  that 
we  turn  not  away  from  our  heavenly  guide. 
We  are  apt  to  be  weary  in  well-doing; 
but,  through  thy  help,  we  shall  persevere. 

Enable  us,  O  Lord,  to  walk  by  faith ; 
that  the  objects  of  sense  may  have  no  im- 
proper effect  on  us.  May  our  affections  be 
set  upon  things  above  ;  that  we  may  neither 
fall  into  the  snares  which  lie  in  our  way, 
nor  sink  under  the  burdens  we  may  be 
called  to  bear. 

And,  O  Lord,  let  it  not  be  enough  for  us 
to  be  kept  from  mispending  life,  but  may 
we  be  desirous  of  improving  it.  While  we 
have  time,  let  us  endeavour  to  do  good  unto 
all  men.  If  there  be  any  labour  of  love  for 
us  to  perform  in  the  course  of  this  day,  may 
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we  not  only  willingly  undertake  it,  but  be 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  imitating  Him, 
who  lived  and  died  for  us. 

Walking  thus,  O  Lord,  by  the  Ught  of 
thy  holy  word,  we  need  not  perplex  our- 
selves about  any  thing  which  may  happen 
to  us  this  day.  Thine  eye  is  always  upon 
those  who  fear  Thee ;  and  Thou  hast  pro- 
mised to  make  all  things  work  together  for 
their  good.  O  God,  be  it  unto  thy  servants 
according  to  thy  word. 

To  thy  gracious  care  we  commit  our- 
selves, our  dear  Relatives,  and  all  for  whom 
we  are  bound  to  pray.  We  pray  that  as  we 
and  they  increase  in  years,  both  may  in- 
crease in  all  the  fruits  of  righteousness  ;  and 
thus  become  more  and  more  meet  to  be  par- 
takers of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in 
light ;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  in 
whose  comprehensive  words  we  further  call 
upon  Thee,  saying, 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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THURSDAY  EVENING. 

For  Grace  to  live  in  a  Stable  of  Coiitinual 
Preparation  f(yr  Death. 

O  Thou  who  art  ever  worthy  to  be 
praised  for  thy  goodness,  and  thy  wonderful 
worhs  to  the  Children  of  men,  we  come  be- 
fore Thee,  to  thank  Thee  for  what  we  have 
received,  and  to  ask  for  the  continuation 
of  thy  mercies  ;  for  we  are  always  poor  and 
needy,  and,  Blessed  be  thy  name  !  Thou 
art  rich  unto  all  who  call  upon  Thee. 

We  thank  Thee  for  our  preservation  by 
day.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  season  of  rest, 
and  the  means  of  enjoying  this  blessing. 
Enable  us,  O  Lord,  to  use  all  our  bodily 
comforts,  with  a  considerate  and  devout 
mind.  Let  us  not  lie  down  on  our  beds 
lihe  the  brutes  that  perish,  but  with  serious 
reflections  and  prayer ;  remembering,  that 
the  time  is  coming  when  we  must  lie  down 
in  the  grave. 
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And,  seeing  that  our  life  is  bid  a  vapour, 
and  we  know  not  but  that  this  nigJit  our 
souls  may  be  required  of  us,  O  give  us  all  a 
serious  concern  to  be  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
tion for  our  last  hour.  We  are  often  more 
attentive  to  things  of  inferior  moment, 
than  we  are  to  this  great  duty.  We  secure 
our  habitations ;  but  we  forget  our  souls  ! 
O  forgive  that  folly  which  leads  us  to  tahe 
thought  only  for  that  which  is  least  worthy 
of  our  concern  ;  and  do  Thou  make  us  wise 
unto  salvation. 

Grant  to  us  repentance  unto  life  ;  that  we 
may  not  only  be  afraid  of  the  consequences 
of  sin,  but  ashamed  of  its  defilement,  and 
weary  of  its  burthen. 

And  inasmuch  as  the  sincerest  and 
deepest  repentance  maketh  no  satisfaction 
for  our  offences,  O  what  cause  have  we  to 
bless  thy  holy  name,  for  having  provided 
an  atoning  sacrifice  for  us,  in  that  Lamb 
of  God  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world.  On  that  great  sacrifice  which  our 
blessed  Lord  made  of  himself  on  the  cross, 
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would  we  ground  all  our  hopes  of  forgive- 
ness. 

Look,  O  Lm^d,  upon  the  face  of  thine 
anointed.  Blot  out  all  our  misdeeds,  for  the 
sake  of  Jesus  Christ  thy  Son,  whose  blood 
cleansethfrom  all  sin.  Thou  hast  said,  who- 
soever  believeth  in  him  shall  be  saved;  Lord, 
ive  believe  ;  help  our  unbelief.  Enable  us, 
with  truly  penitent  hearts,  to  commit  our 
souls  into  his  hands  ;  and  there,  in  peace, 
may  we  leave  what  we  entrust  to  him. 

May  we  close  this  day  in  charity,  as  well 
as  in  repentance  and  faith.  We  pray  Thee 
to  forgive  all  those  who  may  have  done, 
or  intended  evil  to  us.  Not  knowing 
whether  we  shall  ever  return  to  any  further 
dealings  with  mankind,  enable  us  now  to 
lie  down  in  peace  with  all  the  world. 

O  that  thus  we  all  may  conclude  this  day ! 
We  may  then  lie  down  without  fear.  What- 
ever be  the  events  of  the  night  to  others,  it 
will  be  ivell  with  us.  Should  even  the  sha- 
dow of  death  surround  us,  we  shall  have 


FIRST  WEEK.  41 

no  cause  for  alarm  :  for  Thou  wilt  be  with 
us ;  our  Uglit  in  darkness,  our  life  in  death. 

We  now  commend  ourselves  to  Thee,  O 
Lord,  blessing  Thee  for  the  privilege  of 
being  permitted  to  pray  to  Thee.  We 
humbly  entreat  Thee  to  bless  all  whom  we 
ought  to  remember  in  our  prayers.  We 
commend  to  Thee  our  dear  Relatives  at  a 
distance  from  us.  We  commend  also  this 
neighbourhood  to  thy  care. 

To  Thee,  Father  of  Mercies,  we  particu- 
larly commend  the  children  of  affliction. 
O  be  gracious  to  those  who  are  chastened 
with  pain,  and  to  those  who  are  wetting 
their  couches  with  their  tears,  and  to  those 
whose  hearts  are  meditating  terror.  Above 
all,  we  pray  Thee  to  look  down  in  mercy 
upon  departing  souls ;  and  take  away  the 
bitterness  of  death,  by  saying  to  the  trem- 
bling heart,  /  am  thy  salvation. 

Lord,  accept  and  bless  us,  in  and 
through  thy  dear  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  who 
taught  us  thus  to  pray.  Our  Father,  cfc. 
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FRIDAY  MORNING. 

Fo7'  the  Mimstef's  of  God's  Holy  Word. 

Holy  and  Gracious  Lord,  though  we 
are  unworth?/  of  the  least  of  all  thy  mercies, 
still  we  find  Thee  rich  in  goodness  toward 
us.  Thy  mercies  are  new  every  morning. 
We  are  restored  to  the  light  of  another 
day,  who  might  now  have  been  numbered 
among  the  dead. 

Nor  are  we  the  only  partakers  of  thy 
goodness  ;  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  mercy,  O 
Lord :  Instead  of  visiting  it  with  the  rod  of 
judgment.  Thou  causest  thy  rain  to  descend, 
and  thy  sun  to  arise,  on  the  evil  and  the 
good,  on  the  just  and  the  unjust. 

But  if  thy  patience  and  mercy  are  so 
manifest  in  these  temporal  blessings,  O  how 
much  clearer  do  they  appear,  in  the  means 
of  salvation  which  Thou  hast  afforded  us. 
Like  sheep  we  went  astray,  and  never,  never 
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should  we  have  returned  to  Thee,  hadst 
Thou  left  us  to  ourselves. 

But  Thou  didst  look  upon  our  low  estate. 
Thine  eye  saw^  and  pitied  us.  Yea,  so  didst 
Thou  love  the  world,  as  to  give  thine  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life.  Let  none  of  thy  mercies  be  forgotten  ; 
but  may  we  be  especially  thankful  for  the 
blessings  of  redemption. 

We  thank  Thee,  O  Lord,  that  the  tidings 
of  Salvation  have  been  sent  to  us,  and  that 
we  are  blessed  with  the  means  of  grace :  O 
that  these  means  may  be  continued  unto 
us,  and  that  our  improvement  under  them 
may  daily  increase. 

We  pray  Thee  likewise,  O  Lord,  to  give 
abundant  success  to  thy  word;  that  the 
Church  which  was  purchased  by  the  pre- 
cious blood  of  Jesus,  may  increase  from  day 
to  day. 

And  as  Thou  art  pleased  to  make  use  of 
human  instruments,  in  carrying  on  thy  mer- 
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ciful  designs  to  man,  we  pray  that  thy 
blessing  may  rest  on  them.  To  all  the 
Ministers  of  thy  word  let  such  a  portion  of 
thy  spirit  be  granted,  as  shall  be  sufficient 
for  the  duties  to  which  they  are  called. 
Keep  them,  we  beseech  Thee,  from  the 
corruptions  that  are  in  the  world;  and 
supply  them  with  such  grace,  as  shall 
render  them  burning  and  shining  lights,  to 
the  end  of  their  course. 

We  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  look,  in  parti- 
cular, upon  such  as  are  called  to  eminent 
stations  in  thy  Church.  Direct  them  in  the 
choice  of  "  persons  to  serve  in  the  minis- 
try." Give  them  all  the  discernment,  and 
all  the  zeal,  necessary  to  so  important  a 
trust ;  that  no  one  may  obtain  an  office  in 
thy  house,  who  is  destitute  of  the  gifts  and 
graces  which  thy  service  requires. 

O  preserve  thy  Church  from  the  intrusion 
of  ignorant  and  ungodly  men.  Give  us,  O 
Lord,  pastors  and  teachers  after  thine  own 
heart,  who  shall  feed  thy  people  ivithknow* 
ledge  and  uuderstandifig. 
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Give  the  word,  OLord,  that  great  may  be 
the  company  of  the  preachers.  Look  with 
thy  wonted  compassion  upon  this  sinful 
world ;  and  while  so  many  instruments  of 
corruption  and  ruin  are  permitted  to  injure 
men,  send  forth  those  who  have  their  sal- 
vation at  heart,  and  will  labour  for  its  ac- 
complishment. 

Be  graciously  pleased  to  bless  every 
part  of  the  earth,  with  such  Pastors.  And 
prosper  Thou  the  labours  of  all  such ; 
that  our  adorable  Redeemer  may  see  of 
the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  be  satisfied:  and 
the  hands  of  thy  Ministers  be  strengthened, 
in  the  blessed  work  to  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed. 

We  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  be  with  those 
who  are  now  labouring  in  the  propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.  Support 
them  under  what  they  may  have  to  suffer 
in  this  service.  Comfort  their  hearts. 
And  crown  their  endeavours  with  that 
success,    which,    to    a    soul    devoted    to 
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Thee  in  this  work,  is  one  of  the  highest 
rewards. 


And  may  we,  by  receiving  and  walking  in 
the  truth,  be  the  joy  and  crown  of  faithful 
Ministers.  May  the  blessed  effects  of  thy 
word  be  evident  in  our  tempers,  in  our 
pursuits,  and  in  our  conduct  towards  all 
men.  Thus  may  we  show  forth  the  praises 
of  Him,  who  hath  called  us  out  of  darkness 
into  his  marvellous  light. 

To  the  guidance  and  protection  of  thy 
providence,  O  Lord,  we  now  commend 
ourselves,  and  all  for  whom  we  ought  to 
pray ;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


FRIDAY  EVENING. 
A  General  Prayer, 

Merciful  God,  our  Creator,  Preserver, 
and  Redeemer;    Thou  art  the  fountain 
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from  which  all  our  comforts  flow.  With- 
out Thee,  we  are  nothing  but  poverty  and 
misery. 

We  have  reason  to  take  shame  to  our- 
selves for  "  having  often  followed  the  de- 
'*  vices  and  desires  of  our  own  hearts,"  when 
they  have  been  in  opposition  to  thy  will. 
O  Lord,  we  would  not  attempt  to  palliate 
this  folly  and  wickedness,  but  would  with 
unfeigned  humility  and  contrition  cast 
ourselves  entirely  upon  thy  mercy ;  know- 
ing that  we  are  inexcusable. 

And  Blessed  be  thy  holy  name,  for  the 
encouragement  given  to  us  in  the  Gospel 
so  to  do.  Hqiv  worthy  of  all  acceptation  is 
that  faithful  say  i7ig,  that  Jesus  Christ  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners  !  May  we  trea- 
sure it  up  in  our  hearts ;  but  let  not  the  hope 
which  it  inspires  be  accompanied  with  any 
indifference  to  thy  will.  Though  there  is 
mercy  with  Thee^  let  us  still  fear  Thee. 
Though  Thou  Hottest  out  our  sins,  yet,  let 
us  remember  them  with  shame  and  sorrow. 


48  FRIDAY  EVENING. 

O  Gracious  Gocl,  let  not  one  of  this  family 
be  a  stranger  either  to  himself  or  to  Thee. 
May  thy  Holy  Spirit  convince  every  one  of 
his  OWN  sin  ;  that  there  may  not  be,  in  all 
this  house,  one  who  is  not  sensible  of  his 
need  of  that  blessed  Physician^  who  came 
down  from  heaven  to  cure  the  diseases  of 
the  soul,  and  to  rescue  us  from  death  eternal. 

Suffer  us  not,  O  Divine  Teacher,  to  re- 
main either  ignorant,  or  negligent,  of  any 
thing  that  relateth  to  our  everlasting  wel- 
ware ;  but  especially  of  that  great  Salva- 
tion, which  Thou  hast  published  in  thy 
word,  and  art  still  proclaiming  by  the  voice 
of  thy  Ministers.  O  may  we  know  the  day 
of  our  visitation  ;  that  we  may  not  perish 
with  the  blessed  tidings  of  Salvation  sound- 
ing in  our  ears. 

Good  Lord,  deliver  us  from  all  hypocrisy, 
as  well  as  from  a  hardened  conscience.  May 
we  attend  to  thy  voice  with  the  utmost  sim- 
plicity of  mind ;  and  make  an  entire  surren- 
der of  ourselves  to  Thee.    Make  us  watch- 
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ful  over  our  own  hearts ;  circumspect  in  all 
our  conduct ;  and  upright  in  all  our  inten- 
tions. Give  us  grace  to  make  a  proper  use 
of  our  time,  and  of  every  other  talent  which 
Thou  hast  entrusted  to  us. 

We  bless  thy  holy  name  for  all  the  mer- 
cies of  the  day  past :  and  we  humbly  im- 
plore thy  continued  care  and  protection, 
to  defend  us  from  the  evils  to  which  We 
may  be  exposed  this  night. 

We  pray  Thee  to  have  mercy  on  all  men. 
Comfort  the  afflicted.  Enlighten  the  minds 
of  those  who  are  in  spiritual  darkness.  And 
may  they  who  are  taken  captive  by  Satan, 
he  recovered  out  of  his  snares. 

We  pray  Thee  to  bless  the  Ministers  of 
thy  word,  and  especially  Him  to  whose 
care  Thou  hast  committed  us.  May  it 
please  Thee  to  give  success  to  the  labours 
of  all  who  watch  for  our  souls,  as  they  that 
must  give  account ;  and  to  add  to  the  num- 
ber of  such  faithful  servants,  as  many  as 
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Thou  knowestto  be  necessary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community. 

We  in  treat  Thee  to  bless  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  parish  in  which  we  dwell. 
Bless  them,  O  Lord,  in  their  civil  callings, 
and  in  their  famiUes.  Above  all,  we  pray 
Thee  to  bless  them  in  their  souls ;  that  they 
may  live  in  the  fear  of  thy  holy  name,  and 
in  love  and  peace  one  with  another.  These 
mercies  we  ask  in  the  name  and  words  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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SATURDAY  MORNING. 

For  Grace  to  live  under  a  due  Sense  of  the 
Mercies  of  God, 

Almighty  God,  who  gavest  us  refresh- 
ing sleep  while  we  laid  on  our  beds, 
and  hast  enabled  us  to  rise  from  them  in 
health,  we  draw  near  to  Thee  with  the  sa- 
crifice of  praise  and  prayer.  Like  every 
thing  else  that  is  ours,  it  is  not  worthy  of 
thy  regard  ;  but  deal  with  thy  servants  ac- 
cording to  thy  mercy  ;  and  for  the  sake  of 
that  atoning  sacrifice  made  by  thy  blessed 
Son,  the  High  Priest  of  our  profession^ 
let  our  family  worship  be  acceptable  in  thy 
sight. 

How  many  are  there  whose  cry  during 
the  night  hath  been,  would  God  it  were 
morning!  but  to  whom  the  returning 
light  bringeth  no  relief,  and  who  are  now 
saying,  would  God  it  were  evening  !  Who 
are  we,  O  Lord,  that  Thou  shouldest  put  a 
e2 
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difference  between  us  and  them  ?    It  is  not 
for  our  lighteousness,  that  we  have  been 
made  to  rest  in  peace,  while  distress  of  va- 
rious kinds  hath  kept  many  awake. 

And  now,  O  Merciful  Lord,  while  we 
consider  how  painfully  the  past  night  hath 
been  spent  by  many,  shall  we  not  give 
thanks  to  Thee,  the  Giver  of  life,  of  ease,  of 
sleep,  and  of  every  thing  else  which  maketh 
life  comfortable  ?  Yes,  Lord,  our  voice 
shalt  Thou  hear  in  the  morning*  We  will 
begin  the  day  with  praise  to  Him,  who  hath 
given  to  us  a  night  of  mercy. 

And  may  we  not  only  speak,  but  live  to 
thy  praise.  How  many  are  our  obligations 
so  to  live  !  How  are  they  continually  in- 
creasing, by  the  addition  of  new  benefits  ! 
What  shall  we  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
his  mercies  ? 

But,  O  Heavenly  Father,  great  as  our 
temporal  blessings  are,  they  are  far  ex- 
ceeded by  what  Thou  hast  done  for  our 
souls.  Thou  hast  opened  a  fountain  for  our 
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sin  and  uncleanness.  Thou  hast  raised  up 
a  Deliverer  for  us  who  is  mighty  to  save. 
Through  tJie  riches  of  thy  grace,  we  have 
in  Christ  Jesus  a  Priest,  to  make  atone- 
ment for  our  sins  ;  a  Physician,  to  heal  our 
diseases ;  a  Shepherd,  to  protect  and  feed 
us  ;  and  a  Guide,  to  direct  our  feet  into  the 
way  of  peace. 

O  that  the  midtitude  of  thy  mercies  to  us 
may  have  a  due  influence  on  our  hearts, 
our  tempers,  and  our  conduct.  Let  the  re- 
collection of  thy  grace,  Most  Blessed  God, 
abide  with  us  through  the  day,  and  have  a 
holy  effect  upon  our  minds ;  that  while  our 
hands  are  employed  about  the  affairs  of 
the  present  life,  our  hearts  may  not  be  im- 
properly affected  by  them. 

Enable  us  this,  and  every  day,  to  tread  in 
the  footsteps  of  thy  flock.  Like  Enoch,  may 
w^e  walk  with  God,  Like  David,  may  we  set 
the  L(yrd  always  before  us.  Like  Moses,  may 
we  endure  as  seeing  him  who  is  invisible. 
Thus  let  the  day  of  hfe  be  spent;  that  when 
its  evening  shall  come,  we  may  end  our  day 
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like  Simeon,   and  say,  Loi^cl,  now  let  thy 
servant  depart  in  peace. 

For  grace  so  to  live,  and  so  to  die,  we 
pray  with  hope,  because  Thou  hast  not 
only  given  to  us  clear  precepts,  and  bright 
examples,  but  hast  likewise  promised  to 
give  thtj  Holij  Spirit  to  them  who  ask 
Thee  for  this  favour.  Bestow,  O  Lord, 
this  great  blessing  upon  us;  that  we 
may  faithfully  run  the  way  of  thy  command- 
ments. 

And  never  may  we  provoke  Thee  to  leave 
us  destitute  of  this  divine  assistance.  For 
it  is  not  the  knowledge  of  our  duty  that 
will  always  ensure  the  practice  of  it.  Every 
precept  of  thy  word,  every  example  set 
before  us,  yea,  every  merctj  we  have  re- 
ceived, might  be  disregarded,  in  an  hour 
of  temptation,  O  be  present  with  us,  there- 
fore, every  moment  of  the  day.  Hold  up 
our  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  our  footsteps 
slip  not.  And  enable  us  to  be  faithful 
unto  death,  that  we  may  obtain  the  crotvn 
of  life,    through   Jesus  Christ   our   Lord, 
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who  hath  instructed  us  to  pray  to  Thee  in 
these  words, 

Our  Father,  Sfc. 


SATURDAY  EVENING. 

A  General  Thanksgiving, 

Blessed  Lord,  "  the  Author  and 
"  Giver  of  all  good  things,"  we  conclude 
this  week  with  an  humble  attempt  to  set 
forth  thy  praise.  We  would  take  a  thank- 
ful review  of  thy  Providence;  and  adore 
the  name  of  that  God,  of  whose  goodness, 
patience,  and  mercy,  we  are  still  living 
witnesses. 

But  where,  O  Lord,  shall  we  begin,  in 
recounting  thy  mercies  !  By  Thee  were  we 
formed.  Thou  wast  our  hope  when  we  hanged 
yet  on  our  mothers  breast.  By  Thee  have  we 
been  holden  up  ever  since  we  were  born. 
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From  how  many  evils  we  have  been  pre- 
served is  best  known  to  Thee,  who  know- 
est  all  things  :  but  we  believe,  that  it  is 
through  our  havifig  obtained  help  of  Thee 
thai  we  co7itinue  to  this  day. 

O  Lord,  when  we  consider  to  what  evils 
we  are  exposed,  and  how  little  we  have 
sought  thy  care,  what  reason  have  we  to 
be  filled  with  wonder  and  thankfulness, 
that  we  are  yet  among  the  living !  It  is  of 
thy  mercies  that  loe  are  not  consumed. 

Nor  have  we  far  back  to  go  for  proof  of 
this,  A  review  of  this  week  only  will  show 
that  Thou  art  long  suffering  towards  us. 
With  shame  and  confusion  of  face  we  ac- 
knowledge, not  only  that  in  many  things  we 
offend  ;  but  that  even  in  our  best  moments, 
we  have  not  been  pure  in  thy  sight. 

Yet  from  such  unworthy  creatures  Thou 
wilt  condescend  to  accept  praise.  Blessed 
be  thy  name,  then,  for  all  the  comforts  we 
have  severally  enjoyed.  To  Thee  we  are 
indebted  for  our  health,  our  strength,  our 
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peace,  and  our  safety.  If  death  hath  not 
come  into  this  house ;  if  evil  tidings  have 
not  been  brought  hither ;  if  disease  hath 
been  kept  away,  or  removed  from  us  ;  it  is 
wholly  owing  to  thy  gracious  care  that  we 
have  been  thus  favoured  during  the  past 
days  of  the  week. 

And  now  we  look  forward,  with  plea- 
sure, to  the  return  of  thine  own  day.  O  may 
we  live  to  see  it !  May  we  rise  in  health  in 
the  morning,  to  attend  the  service  of  thy 
house ;  thither  may  we  go  with  willing 
feet ;  and  there  looking  round  on  the  mul- 
titude  of  thy  mercies,  may  we  lift  up  the 
voice  of  unfeigned  thankfulness. 

There  may  we  bless  Thee,  with  our  whole 
heart,  for  every  temporal  favour  shown  to 
our  family,  our  kindred,  and  our  country. 
There  also  may  we  adore  Thee,  for  the 
richer  blessings  of  Redemption ;  for  the 
Love  of  God,  for  the  Grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  for  the  Communion  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  for  all  the  present  and 
everlasting  benefits,  which  How  to  us 
4 


«* 


58  SATURDAY  EVENING. 

through  the  kindness  and  love  of  God  our 
Saviour, 

Thanks  be  to  Thee,  O  God  of  Mercy, 
for  sending  thy  word  to  Britain.  And 
thanks  be  to  Thee,  for  casting  our  lot  in 
a  land  so  blessed  with  the  pure  light  of  the 
Gospel.  O  that  we,  and  all  the  inhabitants 
of  this  favoured  country,  may  duly  value 
these  blessings. 

Prepare  our  hearts,  O  Lord,  for  the  so- 
lemnities of  public  worship.  May  thy  Mi- 
nisters be  assisted  in  their  office.  We  par- 
ticularly pray  for  thy  Servant  who  minis- 
tereth  to  us  in  holy  things.  May  he,  and  all 
thy  messengers,  speak  the  truth  with  all 
holdness,  with  plainness  of  speech,  and 
with  tenderness  of  heart.  And  may  the 
faithful  administration  of  thy  word  and 
ordinances  be  blessed  to  the  salvation  of 
all  who  attend  them,  through  the  Grace  of 
ovu'  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who 
taught  us  thus  to  pray, 

Our  Father,  %x. 
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SECOND  WEEK. 

SUNDAY    MORNING. 

Thanhsgiving  for  the  Light  of  the  Gospel. 

O  THO  Uthat  hear  est  prayer,  graciously 
receive  the  humble  petitions  of  thine  un- 
worthy servants.  We  would  glorify  thy 
holy  name,  for  having  caused  the  nations 
ivho  once  sat  in  darhnessy  to  see  the  light  of 
the  Gospel.  We  have  great  reason,  O 
Lord,  to  praise  Thee  for  this  grace ;  for  our 
forefathers  -were  gentiles  in  the  flesh,  and  not 
only  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel^ 
but  strangers  to  the  covenant  of  promise ; 
without  hope  and  without  God,  But  through 
the  tender  mercy  of  our  God,  the  day-spring 
from  on  high  hath  visited  us,  to  guide  our 
feet  into  the  tvay  of  peace. 

O  that  we  may  be  duly  sensible  of  thy 
mercy,  in  showing  this  way  to  us  :  For 
we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  would 
ever  have  been  known,  had  it  not  been  re- 
vealed by  Thyself.     O  Lord,  the  world  by 
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wisdom  hnew  Thee  not.  Adored  be  thy  name, 
Thou  hast  not  left  us  to  exclahn  in  wretched 
uncertainty,  Wherewith  shall  we  come  before 
the  Lord?  But  in  thy  great  mercy  Thou 
hast  shown  us  what  is  good  for  man  :  and 
how  Thou  canst  both  he  just,  and  the  jus- 
tifier  of  him  who  helieveth  in  Jesus. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  since  the  way  of 
peace  is  revealed,  grant  that  we,  and  all  who 
shall  hear  thy  word  this  day,  may  see  the 
excellency  of  that  way,  and  walk  in  it.  De- 
liver us  from  all  that  false  wisdom,  which 
leadeth  some  to  account  thepr^acAi/zg  of  the 
cross,  foolishness.  Let  all  corrupt  imagina- 
tions, and  every  high  thing  which  exalteth 
itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  be  cast 
down  ;  and  may  every  thought  be  brought 
into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Christ. 

Blessed  be  thy  name  for  such  pastors  and 
teachers  as  know  and  love  the  truth.  Be 
with  them,  O  Merciful  Lord,  according  to 
thy  gracious  promise.  Enable  them  faith- 
fully and  judiciously  to  point  out  that  way 
of  salvation,  in  which  we  may  come  with 
humble  confidence  to  the  throne  of  grace ^ 
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cmd  obtain  mercy.  And  may  they  preach 
thy  word  in  the  spirit  of  love  ;  making  him, 
who  never  brohe  the  bruised  reedy  their 
pattern,  as  well  as  their  subject. 

And  while  thy  servants  are  publishing  the 
glorious  truths  of  the  Gospel,  O  Heavenly 
Father,  accompany  the  word  with  the  in- 
fluence of  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  that  our  under- 
standing may  be  opened  to  understand  the 
Scriptures.  May  the  eyes  of  our  mind  be  en- 
lightened: that  we  may  know  what  is  the  hope 
of  thy  callings  and  what  are  the  riches  of  the 
glory  of  thine  inheritance  in  the  saints. 

And  let  not  a  cold  and  barren  knowledge 
be  the  only  effect  produced  by  Christian 
Instruction.  May  our  hearts  be  warmed  by 
it.  Let  it  awaken  in  us  every  devout  affec- 
tion ;  that  we  may  rejoice  in  iheglad  tidings 
of  salvation^  although  humbled  at  the  sight 
of  ourselves.  May  our  faith  in  Jesus  be  in- 
creased. May  the  remembrance  of  his  name 
refresh  our  hearts.  May  his  will  be  our  law ; 
his  love  our  song ;  and  the  hope  of  seeing 
him  in  heaven,  our  principal  joy  on  earth. 
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Grant,  O  Lord,  that  it  may  be  thus  with 
all  who  hear  thy  word  this  day.  May  all 
vain  hopes,  all  false  views,  and  all  disobe- 
dience of  heart,  fall  before  the  truth. 

We  pray  Thee  to  enable  us  to  worsMjy 
Thee  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  May  our  hearts 
and  our  lips  unite  in  honouring  Thee.  With 
the  self-abasement  that  becometh  sinners, 
may  we  utter  our  confessions,  our  prayers, 
and  our  thanksgivings.  In  the  same  spirit 
may  we  hear  thy  word,  and  perform  every 
act  of  worship  in  which  we  engage  this 
day.  And  graciously  vouchsafe,  O  Lord, 
to  accept  our  weak  and  imperfect  services; 
and  to  grant,  as  thou  seest  fit,  what  we  ask, 
both  for  ourselves  and  for  others. 

And  may  thy  blessing  so  attend  our 
waiting  on  Thee,  that  we  may  return  from 
thy  courts  with  an  instructed  and  edified 
heart.  May  w^e  bring  religion  home  to 
our  houses,  that  it  may  be  found  there,  as 
well  as  in  the  house  of  God.  So  let  it  be 
with  thy  servants,  O  Lord,  that  we,  on  all 
occasions  showing  forth  the  holy  influence 
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of  thy  truth,  may  at  all  times  feel  its  hea- 
venly consolations  ;  through  Jesu«  Christ 
our  Mediator  and  Advocate,  by  whom  we 
were  taught  thus  to  address  Thee, 

Our  Father,  8^c. 
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21iat  we  may  not  i^est  satisfied  with  a  Form 
of  Godliness. 

O  Thou  searcher  of  the  heart,  with 
whom  the  mere  service  of  the  lips  is  of  no 
avail,  give  unto  us  a  sincere  and  serious 
mind  in  prayer.  Remembering  that  Thou 
canst  not  be  deceived  by  false  appearances, 
let  us  ivorship  Thee  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

Blessed  be  thy  name  for  those  holy 
ordinances,  at  which  we  have  been  present 
to-day.  May  we  highly  prize  the  oppor- 
tunity of  benefitting  by  their  administra- 
tion. May  we  attend  them  with  an  exem- 
plary regularity ;  and  trust  in  Thee  to  im- 
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part  that  grace  unto  us,  by  which  their 
edifying  purpose  is  completed. 

May  we  not  only  read  and  hear  thy 
word,  but  seriously  consider  the  things 
which  it  declareth  to  us.  May  it  come 
with  power  to  our  heart,  convincing  us  of 
our  sinfulness,  and  causing  us  to  implore  thy 
mercy,  with  unfeigned  repentance. 

Let  us  not  only  call  ourselves  Christians, 
but  be  the  faithful  disciples  of  Christ ;  flee- 
ing to  him  as  our  refuge,  leaning  on  him 
as  our  support,  living  upon  him  daily  as 
the  bread  of  life,  learning  of  him  as  our 
Master,  and  following  him  as  our  Guide, 
May  we  glory  in  his  cross  ;  and  by  it  may 
the  ivorld  be  crucified  to  us,  and  we  to  the 
won^ld. 

Thus,  O  Lord  of  life,  quicken  us,  that 
our  religion  may  not  be  a  body  without  spi- 
rit. May  we  not  only  have  a  name  to  live, 
but  be  indeed  alive  unto  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  For  thy  word  assureth 
us,  that  although  we  may  understand  all 
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mysterieSy  and  all  knowledge,  and  speak 
with  the  tongues  of  men  or  even  of  angels, 
if  we  have  not  charity,  these  gifts  \s\\{  profit 
us  nothing. 

We  earnestly  beseech  Thee,  therefore, 
to  add  the  power  of  thy  grace,  to  the  Hght 
of  thy  truth ;  that  we  may  grow  in  faith  and 
love :  and  being  renewed  by  thy  Holy  Spi- 
rit from  day  to  day,  we  may  become  more 
and  more  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inhe- 
ritance of  the  saints  in  light. 

We  pray  Thee,  Most  Gracious  Father,  to 
look  in  mercy  on  the  Christian  world,  and 
pour  down  a  spirit  of  illumination  on  its 
Churches  ;  that  ignorance,  pride,  and  false 
security,  may  be  removed  far  from  them. 
May  the  simplicity  and  power  of  thy  Gos- 
pel, as  they  were  seen  in  its  best  days,  re- 
turn again.  Look  down,  O  Lord,  from  heaven 
upon  all  the  Churches,  and  where  Thou 
seest  any  decay  of  Christian  piety,  grant 
such  a  measure  of  thy  grace,  as  shall  be 
sufficient  to  produce  a  greater  zeal  for  thy 
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glory,  and  a  conversation  in  every  respect 
more  becoming  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

And  may  we  of  this  house,  partake 
largely  of  the  favour.  Stir  up  every  one  of 
us  to  the  diligent  use  of  all  those  means,  in 
which  Thou  hast  appointed  us  to  be  found, 
in  order  that  we  may  grow  in  grace. 

Suffer  none  of  us,  O  Lord,  to  rest  satis- 
fied with  our  present  attainments  in  reli- 
gion ;  but  as  those  who  are  far  from  being 
perfect,  may  we  all  daily  press  toward  the 
mark  before  us. 

O  God  of  Mercy,  pardon  the  too  great 
coldness  of  our  hearts  in  thy  service  this 
day.  We  have  need  most  earnestly  and 
humbly  to  intreat  thy  forgiveness,  even  on 
account  of  our  holiest  employments.  And, 
if  even  for  our  prayers  and  praises  we  have 
need  to  ask  forgiveness,  how  much  more 
for  all  our  other  actions  !  Enter  not,  there- 
fore, into  judgment  with  thy  servants,  O 
Lord ;  but  look  upon  us  and  accept  ns  in 
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thy  beloved  Son,  of  whose  mediation  we  are 
in  continual  need. 

Mercifully  protect  us  this  night  from  all 
evil,  and  grant  that  we  may  see  the  light  of 
another  day  in  peace,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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That  the  World  may  not  render  God's 
Word  ineffectual. 

O  God  of  the  spirits  of  all  fleshy  let  every 
day  begin  with  Thee.  We  have  had  the  pri- 
vilege of  waiting  on  Thee  in  thine  house. 
And  we  desire  to  be  thankful,  that  we  were 
not  suffered  to  waste  that  time  in  idleness, 
or  forbidden  pleasure,  which  Thou  in  mercy 
gavest  us  for  the  work  of  our  salvation. 

But  we  must  likewise  implore  thy  for- 
F  2 
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giveness ;  for  though  we  have  reason  to 
praise  Thee  for  keeping  us  from  profaning 
the  Sabbath,  yet  we  may  look  back  with 
shame  on  the  manner  in  which  we  performed 
its  duties.  O  how  httle  was  there  of  that 
deep  humihation,  with  which  our  confes- 
sions ought  to  be  uttered ; — of  that  fer- 
vency, with  which  our  prayers  and  praises 
ought  to  be  offered  ; — and  of  that  solemn 
attention,  with  which  thy  word  should  be 
heard ! 

Yet,  O  Gracious  God,  defective  as  all 
our  services  were,  we  hope  and  trust,  that 
through  the  merits  and  intercession  of  thy 
dear  Son,  we  were  accepted  in  thine  ordi- 
nances ;  and  we  bless  thy  holy  name,  for 
having  given  us  the  opportunity  of  attend- 
ing them. 

But  although  the  day  of  sacred  rest  hath 
passed,  and  we  must  now  be  employed  in  the 
affairs  of  the  present  life,  we  are  yet  in  thy 
sight ;  and  ought  to  endeavour  to  approve 
ourselves  to  Thee,  even  in  the  common 
affairs  of  life. 
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We  begin,  therefore,  this  part  of  the  week, 
with  humbly  beseeching  Thee  to  make  us 
so  mindful  of  thy  continual  presence,  that 
all  our  behaviour  may  serve  to  show  that 
Thou  art  still  in  our  thoughts. 

Defend  us,  O  Lord  our  God,  while  we 
are  employed  about  the  things  of  this  life, 
from  the  hurtful  influence  which  they  may 
have  on  our  minds.  Mercifully  regard  thy 
frail  creatures  who  have  to  encounter  with 
the  cares,  the  difficulties,  the  allurements 
of  this  present  world.  Let  not  these  things 
overwhelm  us,  nor  make  us  forgetful  of 
those  blessed  truths  we  so  lately  heard. 

O  Lord,  we  feel  our  weakness.  We  re- 
member how  we  have  been  borne  away  by 
the  crowd  of  temporal  affairs  that  have 
pressed  upon  us,  as  soon  as  the  sabbath 
was  over.  Before  the  evening  of  another 
day  hath  come,  the  good  impressions  that 
had  been  made  upon  us  by  thy  word  have 
been  much  effaced.  Yea,  sometimes,  we 
have  almost  forgotten  the  peace,  the  hope, 
and  the  joy,  which  we  felt  in  the  closet, 
and  in  the  congregation. 
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O  let  it  not  be  thus  with  us  this  day.  In 
our  most  busy  hours,  let  us  not  lose  a  sense 
of  thy  presence.  Let  the  influence  of  thy 
holy  word  be  forcible  and  abiding.  Having 
heard  it,  we  are  now  called  to  show  forth 
the  effect  it  should  have  upon  our  hearts 
and  lives ;  O  may  it  be  manifest,  that  we 
are  endeavouring  to  practise,  while  we  are 
out  of  thy  house,  the  heavenly  lessons 
which  we  received  when  we  were  within  it. 

And  permit  us,  Father  of  Mercies,  to  peti- 
tion for  others,  as  well  as  for  ourselves.  We 
would  feel  for  those  thoughtless  persons,  on 
whom  the  advantages  of  the  day  of  rest  are 
bestowed  in  vain.  Have  mercy  on  those 
who  set  at  nought  all  thy  counsel ;  who  are 
deaf  even  to  the  voice  of  mercy ;  even  to  the 
voice  of  Jesus  the  Mediator,  and  to  the 
blood  of  sprinlding,  which  speaketh  better 
things  than  the  blood  of  Abel,  O  Thou, 
who  canst  enlighten  the  darkest  mind,  and 
soften  the  hardest  heart,  be  merciful  to  all 
such  ;  and  give  them  to  see  and  feel  those 
eternal  truths,  which  it  will  be  our  sal- 
vation to  regard,  but  our  ruin  to  neglect. 
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Suffer  us  not  to  be  satisfied  with  religious 
knowledge.  Let  us  be  deeply  convinced 
of  the  impossibility  of  being  happy  till  our 
hearts  are  truly  reconciled  to  thy  will. 
May  we  not  only  know  the  truth,  but  may 
the  truth  make  us  free.  Break  every  bond 
of  iniquity  ;  and  enable  us  seriously  to  con- 
sider, that  if  but  one  chain  hold  us  in  the 
service  of  sin,  wie  are  still  in  captivity ; 
though  freed  from  a  thousand  errors  in 
judgment. 

O  Spirit  of  truth  and  love,  do  Thou  not 
only  enlighten  our  mind,  but  warm  our 
hearts  with  holy  fire.  Make  our  wills  con- 
formable to  the  Divine  Will.  Sanctify 
every  affection  of  our  hearts.  Let  all  our 
powers  conspire  to  glorify  our  Creator. 

We  ask  these  blessings  in  the  name  of 
that  Saviour,  who  taught  us  to  address 
Thee  in  these  words, 

Our  F gather,  ^c. 
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MONDAY  EVENING. 

Thanksgivings  for  Mercies,  Temporal,  and 
Spiritual. 

O  Lord  God,  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  all  our  enjoyments,  graciously 
vouchsafe  to  hear  us,  while  we  acknowledge 
them.  From  Thee  we  receive  all  that 
rendereth  the  day  pleasant,  and  th^  night 
peaceful.  Thou  gavest  us  the  cheering 
light  of  day,  for  our  necessary  employ- 
ments ;  and  Thou  hast  now  brought  on  the 
stillness  of  the  night,  that  we  may  be  at 
rest,  and  that  our  wearied  nature  may  be 
refreshed  with  sle*ep. 

We  thank  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  the  provi- 
sions which  Thou  hast  made  for  the  body  : 
but  we  have  greater  mercies  than  these  to 
acknowledge.  Thou  hast  provided  us  with 
the  means  of  walking  with  God  by  day,  and 
of  lying  doivn  in  peace  when  our  labours  are 
over.     O   that    every  one    of  us   may  be 
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blessed  with  that  knowledge  of  Thee,  as  a 
God  of  grace,  which  thy  faithful  servants 
enjoy ;  and  which  maketh  them  humble  and 
thankful  for  the  common  comforts  of  life. 

We  would  remember  in  the  use  and  en- 
joyment of  all  our  bodily  comforts,  that  we 
are  sinful  creatures  ;  and  therefore,  that  we 
owe  the  enjoyment  of  these  blessings  to  the 
riches  of  thy  grace.  Thence,  O  Lord, 
Cometh  the  health  we  have  enjoyed  this  day, 
Xhefood  with  which  our  table  hath  been 
spread,  the  sleep  we  hope  for  this  night, 
and  all  that  rendereth  life  comfortable. 

And  if  for  these  enjoyments,  we  are 
bound  to  sing  of  thy  mercy ^  how  much  more 
for  the  richer  blessings  of  that  Redemption, 
which  we  obtain  through  the  hlood  of 
Jesus  !  O  Lord,  we  have  no  words  that  will 
fully  express  our  obligations  to  Thee  for 
these  mercies.  Here  Thou  art  exalted  above 
all  blessing  and  praise.  But  we  will  endea- 
vour to  sing  thy  praise  with  all  our  powers  ; 
and  thy  grace  shall  be  the  continual  sub- 
ject of  our  thanksgiving. 
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And  now,  O  Lord,  since  Thou  art  willing 
to  bless  us  with  spiritual  and  everlasting 
blessings ;  may  we  be  more  desirous  of 
them^  than  of  the  comforts  of  the  present 
life.  Yea,  so  may  we  learn  to  estimate  the 
things  that  belong  to  our  peace,  as  to  cowit 
all  things  hut  loss,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lc^rd. 

Adored  be  thy  holy  Name,  that  these 
inestimable  benefits  are  offered  to  us, 
without  money  and  without  price.  Adored 
be  thy  holy  Name,  for  declaring  that 
Whosoever  will,  may  take  of  the  water  of  life 
freely.  Encouraged  by  this  gracious  invi- 
tation, so  suited  to  our  condition,  we  come 
to  Thee,  for  these  thy  greatest  mercies. 

Vouchsafe  unto  us,  Most  Gracious  God, 
the  pardon  of  all  our  sins.  Grant  unto  us 
the  spirit  of  true  repentance.  Sanctify  us  in 
body,  soul,  and  spirit.  And,  if  it  please  Thee, 
may  we  be  favoured  with  a  comfortable 
persuasion  of  our  being  in  a  state  of  recon- 
ciliation with  Thee  ;  that  our  days  may  be 
brightened  by  faith  and  hope ;  that  in  our 
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temporal  enjoyments  we  may  have  a  sense 
of  thy  goodness  ;  and  that  we  may  be  pre- 
served from  all  those  distressing  thoughts, 
to  which  a  consciousness  of  sin  rendereth 
us  liable. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  we  humbly  implore 
Thee  to  forgive  whatever  hat^  been  wrong 
in  our  behaviour  this  day.  Pity  and  par- 
don us,  O  Most  Gracious  Father,  and  be 
mercifully  pleased  still  to  visit  us  with  thy 
favour,  and  grant  us  a  peaceful  and  re- 
freshing night.  And  if  we  have  another 
day  given  to  us,  may  we  faithfully  en- 
deavour to  walk  in  obedience  to  thy  holy 
word,  through  the  whole  of  it. 

These  great  blessings  we  beseech  Thee 
to  grant  to  us,  for  the  sake  of  thy  dear 
Son,  our  only  Advocate,  who  conde- 
scended to  teach  us  how  to  pray. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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A  General  Prayer, 

O  FATHER  of  Mercies,  to  whom  the 
guilty  must  look  for  pardon,  the  necessitous 
must  seek  for  supplies,  and  the  sufferer  must 
come  for  support;  we  direct  our  eyes  to 
Thee  this  morning :  praying  Thee  to  be  about 
our  path,  as  Thou  hast  been  about  our  bed. 

O  Lord,  give  us  that  wisdom  which  is  pro- 
fitable to  direct  us  in  our  course.  Let  not 
a  deceived  heart  turn  us  aside.  May  we 
hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness  ;  and 
be  always  sitting  at  the  feet  of  that  Saviour, 
who  hath  promised  to  fulfil  these  holy 
desires. 

And  may  we  so  learn  of  Him,  that  our 
profiting  may  appear  unto  all,  and  on  every 
occasion.  If  we  are  in  prosperity,  may  we 
be  sober  and  thanlcfuL  If  in  adversity, 
enable  us  to  be  patient  and  submissive.     If 
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we  are  threatened  with  any  evil,  may  we 
look  to  God  as  our  refuge.  If  we  are  called 
to  suffer  for  Christ's  sake,  may  we  be  thank- 
ful that  we  do  not  suffer  as  evil  doers.  If 
reproached,  may  we  be  meek ;  if  poor  and 
afflicted,may  we  be  contented  and  resigned. 
Vouchsafe  us  the  aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
that,  in  all  circumstances,  we  may  show 
what  great  things  thy  grace  hath  done  for  us. 

Enable  us  to  glorify  thy  name,  by  the  ex- 
emplary discharge  of  social  duties.  As  a 
household,  may  we  l(yve  as  brethren.  May 
we  be  ready  to  hear  one  another's  burdens, 
and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.  May  we 
walk  in  love,  toward  all  with  whom  we 
have  any  intercourse  :  neither  forgetting 
what  is  due  to  those  who  deserve  good  at 
our  hands ;  nor  failing  to  show  the  meekness 
and  gentleness  of  Christ  toward  those  who 
may  offend  us. 

May  we  not  only  avoid  giving  offence 
to  others,  but  be  desirous  likewise  oi  doing 
good  to  them  ;  ever  ready  to  confer  bene- 
fits, whether  we  ourselves  receive  them  or 
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not.  Incline  our  hearts  to  devise  liberal 
things,  for,  O  Lord,  it  is  by  liberal  things 
that  we  stand.  It  is  7iot  by  worhs  ofrighte- 
ousness  which  we  have  done,  but  according 
to  thy  mercy  that  we  are  saved. 

Hear  our  humble  requests  for  others,  as 
well  as  for  ourselves.  May  the  Church  qf 
the  living  God  flourish  in  the  earth.  May 
sound  doctrine  be  heard  from  her  pulpits ; 
holy  living  be  seen  among  her  members ; 
peace  be  within  her  walls ;  and  success  at- 
tend the  labours  of  all  those  who  are  em- 
ployed in  her  service. 

We  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  visit  with  thy 
favour  all  places  of  public  education ;  and 
especially,  the  Universities  of  this  land. 
May  they  be  nurseries  of  piety,  as  well  as 
of  science ;  that  they  who  are  educated 
in  them  may  become  blessings  to  their 
country,  in  the  stations  to  which  thy  pro- 
vidence may  appoint  them. 

Be  gracious,  O  Father  of  Mercies,  to 
all  who  are  in  want,  or  any  other  kind  of 
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affliction.  May  their  sorrows  bring  their 
sins  to  remembrance.  May  they  remember 
their  sins  with  true  contrition  of  heart :' 
and  in  the  multitude  of  their  thoughts  within 
them,  may  thy  comforts  delight  their  souls. 

We  humbly  intreat  Thee  to  enlighten 
those  who  are  sitting  in  darkness.  Turn 
those  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  who 
are  going  forward  in  the  broad  road  which 
leadeth  to  destruction.  Be  graciously  pleased 
to  recover  those,  who  have  gone  back  in  the 
Christian  course ;  and  may  we  learn  by 
their  sad  example,  to  resist  the  beginnings 
of  evil. 

O  Lord,  strengthen  us;  uphold  us  this  day 
with  the  right  hand  of  thy  righteousness  ; 
that  we  may  not  only  be  hept  from  falling, 
but  be  enabled  to  advance  in  holiness. 

We  humbly  beseech  Thee  to  give  thy 
blessing  to  all  our  labours.  And  while  our 
hands  are  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  this  life, 
preserve  Thou  our  hearts  from  being  unduly 
affected  by  them.     Give  us  grace  to  follow 


80  TUESDAY  MORNING. 

even  our  earthly  employments,  with  a  hea- 
venly mind. 

These  mercies  we  humbly  ask  in  the 
Name  of  our  only  Mediator  and  Advocate, 
Christ  Jesus  the  righteous  ;  in  whose  com- 
prehensive words  we  further  address  Thee, 
saying, 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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For  Forgive7iess, 

O  MOST  Gracious  God,  be  merciful  to 
ns  sinners.  With  such  a  prayer,  doth  it 
become  fallen  creatures  to  appear  before 
Thee  ;  and.  Blessed  be  thy  Name  !  it  is  a 
prayer,  which,  if  it  come  from  the  heart, 
Thou  never  wilt  reject. 

For  though  our  nature  is  defiled  by  sin, 
though  we  can  neither  offer  any  excuse  for 
our  transgressions,  nor  make  any  satisfac- 
tion for  them  ;  there  is  mercy  for  us,  if  we 
seek  it  in  thine  own  appointed  way.  Thou 
teachest  us  to  seek  for  it,  through  the 
mediation  of  thy  dear  Son.  To  this  re- 
source we  gladly  come.  And  grant,  O 
Lord,  that  no  one  may,  through  pride 
of  heart,  stumble  at  that  stone  which  Thou 
hast  laid  for  a  foundation.  Since  we  all 
have  need  of  such  an  Advocate  ivith  Thee 
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as  Christ  Jesus  the  righteous,  may  we  all 
commit  our  cause  into  his  hands;  and 
humbly  trust,  that,  for  his  sake,  our  sins, 
though  many,  will  he  forgiven. 

But,  O  Lord,  while  we  rely  on  his  in- 
tercession for  the  remission  of  our  past 
offences,  may  we  ever  remember,  that  He 
came  to  renew  us  unto  holiness,  as  well  as  to 
take  away  our  guilt.  O  let  us  partake 
largely  of  that  grace,  which  maketh  the 
pardoned  sinner  ashamed  of  his  former 
ways,  and  fiUeth  his  heart  with  the  most 
earnest  desires  of  sinning  no  more. 

We  bless  Thee,  O  God  of  Mercy,  for  the 
declarations,  so  frequently  made  in  thy 
word,  of  thy  willingness  to  forgive.  On 
these  declarations  may  we  peacefully  rely ; 
and  trust  in  Him  who  saveth  the  soul  from 
death,  to  be  our  supporter  under  all  infe- 
rior evils.  For  although  Thou  pardonest 
our  iniquities,  it  may  seem  good  unto  Thee, 
not  to  exempt  us  from  trials.  O  suffer  us 
not,  when  under  them,  to  cast  away  our 
confidence.     Let  us  listen  to  thy  rebukes  ; 
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but  enable  us  still  to  rely  on  thy  mercy, 
and  to  derive  comfort  from  thy  promises. 

And,  inasmuch  as  our  troubles  often 
proceed  from  our  own  folly  or  negligence, 
instruct  us,  O  God,  and  teach  us  in  the 
way  in  which  Thou  wouldest  have  us  to  go, 
that  we  may  not  bring  ourselves  into  dif- 
ficulties. May  we  always  ask  for  thy  guid- 
ance, with  simplicity  of  heart ;  and  with 
alacrity  obey  the  first  intimations  of  thy 
will. 

Let  there  be  no  want  of  teachableness 
in  us,  with  respect  to  any  part  of  our  duty. 
Deliver  us  from  pride,  obstinacy,  and  pre- 
judice. May  we  be  glad  to  receive  instruc- 
tion from  our  Christian  Brethren.  May 
we  be  patient  of  reproof,  and  thankful  for 
godly  counsel. 

We  bless  thy  holy  Name,  for  making  us 

desirous   of  thus  framing  our  hopes   and 

conduct  according  to  thy  holy  word.     And 

we  intreat  Thee  to  have  mercy  on  all  those 

g2 
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who  may,  as  yet,  be  without  a  concern  so 
necessary  to  their  everlasting  welfare. 

O  Lord,  if  there  be  any  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  we  are  not  in  such  a  state,  it  is 
to  thy  power  over  our  hearts  that  we  must 
ascribe  the  difference.  Let  not  what  Grace 
hath  done  for  us,  make  us  forget  what  we 
ai^e  by  nature;  but  calling  to  mind  the 
blessings  which  we  have  received  this,  and 
every  day  of  our  lives,  and  how  unworthy 
we  are  of  them  all,  let  us  ascribe  them  to 
their  true  cause  ;  and  say.  Not  unto  us,  O 
Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  be  the 
"praise. 

Preserve  us  this  night,  O  Lord,  from  all 
evil ;  and  may  we  be  raised  up  from  our 
beds  in  the  morning,  to  praise  Thee  for 
new  mercies  bestowed  on  us,  through  the 
intercession  of  thy  dear  Son  our  Lord ; 
who  taught  us  thus  to  call  upon  thy  name  : 

Our  Father,  S^c, 
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That  tve  may  not  be  left  to  ourselves. 

Almighty  God,  we  humbly  intreat 
Thee  to  look  in  mercy  upon  us,  thy  unwor- 
thy creatures,  whom  Thou  hast  repeatedly 
preserved  from  evil. 

We  thank  Thee  for  guarding  and  refresh- 
ing us  during  the  past  night,  and  for  bring- 
ing us  safe  to  the  beginning  of  this  day. 
But,  O  Lord,  we  stand  in  need  of  thy  care 
over  us  still ;  for  we  are  too  weak  to  be  left 
to  ourselves.  It  was  thy  hand  which  raised 
us  up  from  the  bed ;  and  now  we  need  that 
hand  to  lead  us  all  through  the  day,  that 
we  may  be  kejjt  from  falling.  Hold  Thou 
up  our  goings,  that  our  footsteps  slip  not. 

Wherever  we  are,  be  Thou  with  us,  as 
a  God  of  Grace.  Let  us  do  nothing  that 
would  provoke  Thee  to  depart  from  us :  For 
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then,  our  light  and  our  strength  would  be 
gone.  O  lead  us  all  in  that  holy  path,  in 
wliich  thy  presence  is  obtained  and  en- 
joyed ;  and  whenever  we  are  tempted  to 
turn  aside  from  it,  preserve  us  from  falling 
into  the  snare. 

O  Thou  Keeper  of  Israel,  who  hast  ap- 
prized us  of  the  designs  and  the  devices  of 
Satan,  suffer  us  not  to  be  deceived  by  them. 
Guard  every  sense,  and  every  faculty  of  our 
nature  ;  that  they  may  not  become  inlets  to 
his  temptations.     Let  the  fear  of  our  God 
operate  powerfully  in  our  hearts,  regulating 
the   exercise   of  our  sight,    our  hearing, 
our  speech,   and    all   our  mental  as  well 
as  bodily  faculties ;  that  our  enemy  may 
not  get  an  advantage  of  us,  through  a  for- 
bidden use  of  them. 

And,  forasmuch  as  pride  goeth  before  a 
fall,  enable  us  to  live  habitually  mindful  of 
our  weakness  :  never  confiding  in  our  own 
powers,  but  in  thy  promised  help ;  for,  O 
Lord,  when  we  are  thus  weak  in  ourselves, 
loe  are  stromx- 
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Thus  depending  on  thy  help,  would  we 
go  forth  this  morning.  However  difficult 
the  duties  of  this  day  may  be,  Thou  canst 
enable  us  to  discharge  them.  We  are  aware 
that  circumstances  may  occur  which  re- 
quire strong  faith,  great  patience,  zeal,  or 
self-denial ;  but  thy  grace  is  suffifiientfor  us, 
O  look  upon  our  spiritual  as  well  as  upon 
our  temporal  wants  ;  and  make  us  to  know, 
that  thy  power  and  mercy  are  as  great  as 
our  necessities. 

We  humbly  beg,  O  Lord,  that  we  may 
partake  of  the^;oy*  of  thy  salvation.  Though 
we  see  not  Jesus  with  our  bodily  eyes,  yet 
may  we  love  him  ;  and,  believing  in  hinij  may 
we  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
glory.  But  should  we  be  afflicted  with 
melancholy  thoughts,  do  Thou  support  us 
while  under  the  trial ;  and,  whatever  we 
suffer  during  its  continuance,  make  it  pro- 
duce a  good  effect  upon  us  in  the  end.  O 
Lord,  the  pleasures  as  well  as  the  power  of 
religion  are  thy  gifts  :  let  us  look  to  Thee 
for  them,  and  acknowledge  thy  mercy  in 
the  enjoyment  of  them. 
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Finally,  we  beseech  Thee,  to  give  us 
more  and  more  of  thy  grace  ;  that  we  may 
Hve  more  devoted  to  thy  will,  that  we  may 
better  employ  our  time,  and  our  talents, 
and  that  we  may  more  effectually  show 
forth  the  praises  of  Him,  who  hath  called 
us  out  of  darhness  into  his  marvellous  light. 

Hear,  O  merciful  God,  these  our  humble 
supplications,  made  in  the  name  of  our 
blessed  Mediator  and  Advocate. 

Our  Father,  §*c. 
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For  a  true  Conversion  of  the  Heart  to  God. 

O  Glorious  God,  what  are  we,  that  we 
should  presume  to  Uft  up  our  eyes  unto 
Thee  !  We  have  gone  astray  like  lost  sheep. 
We  have  broken  thy  laws,  notwithstanding 
that  they  are  holy,  just,  and  good.  We  have 
forgotten  the  Lord,  our  Creator,  and  our 
Benefactor.  Yet,  there  is  mercy  with  Thee : 
the  sinner  hath  an  advocate  with  the  Fa- 
ther ;  and  if  he  desire  to  return  to  God, 
the  way  is  open. 

How  justly  mightest  Thou  give  us  up  to 
ourselves.  Justly  mightest  Thou  leave  us 
without  any  other  help  or  comfort,  than  this 
vain  and  empty  world  could  afford.  But 
though  sin  aboundeth,  thy  grace  much  more 
ahoundeth.  When  we  apply  to  Thee  for 
help.  Thou  dost  not  send  us  back  to  our 
idols,  but  receivest  us  graciously :  thine  anger 
is  turned  away,  and  Thou  contfortest  us. 
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And  now,  O  Most  Merciful  Lord,  uihat 
manner  of  love  is  this  ?  Shall  we  not  be 
filled  with  wonder  and  thankfulness,  for  such 
abundant  grace  !  Praised  be  that  power, 
which  tumeth  the  transgressor's  heart. 
Adored  be  that  wisdom,  which  devised  a 
method  of  salvation,  by  which  he  could 
be  received  again  into  the  favour  of  his 
Creator. 

O  grant  that  every  one  of  this  house  may 
partake  of  this  grace.  Behold  us  as  a  family, 
intreating  Thee  not  to  leave  us  to  our  own 
corrupt  inclinations;  nor  to  suffer  our  hearts 
to  be  seduced  by  the  vanishing  pleasures  of 
sin,  or  by  any  thing  else  which  this  world 
may  promise.  With  Thee  is  the  fountain  of 
life :  O  lead  us  to  it ;  that  we,  tasting  its 
refreshing  water,  may  know  by  experience 
the  hap])iness  of  thy  service. 

We  pray  Thee,  likewise,  to  keep  those  of 
us  whom  lliou  hast  recovered  to  thyself, 
from  ever  forsaking  Thee,  the  Fountain  of 
Living  Waters.  Though  we  may  liave  been 
brought  to  a  dcjep  sense  of  religion,  we  are 
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yet  frail  creatures  ;  and  have  need  to  watch 
andpraij.     Keep  us  humble,  and  circum- 
spect, and  afraid  of  falling  into  the  snares 
to  which  we  may  yet  be  exposed.     May 
we  not  have  to  learn  again,  by  sad  expe- 
rience, that  forbidden  pleasure  hath  a  sting ; 
let  it  be  enough  for  us,  to  have  once  felt  it. 
May  our  souls  refuse  to  taste  of  sinful  joys  ; 
remembering,  that  although  there  may  be 
a  momentary  sweetness  in  them,  they  leave 
behind  them  great  bitterness,  and  enduring 
pain. 

We  pray  Thee  to  increase  in  us  a  desire 
after  better  pleasures,  than  those  of  the 
world.  Let  not  that  hungering  and  thirsting 
after  righteousness,  which  thy  Holy  Spirit 
exciteth  in  the  soul,  ever  abate.  And  may 
we  be  so  satisfied  with  the  blessings  which 
thy  word  setteth  before  us,  as  to  feel  no 
inordinate  desire  after  other  things. 

But  Thou  hast  taught  us  to  be  concerned 
for  the  welfare  of  others,  as  well  as  for  that 
of  ourselves.  We  therefore  humbly  beseech 
Thee,  to  look,  with  thy  wonted  compassion, 
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on  all  those  who  are  still  as  sheep  going 
astray f  and  cause  them  to  return  to  the 
Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  their  Souls, 

We  implore  thy  forgiveness,  O  Lord,  be- 
fore we  retire  to  rest ;  for  we  stand  in  con- 
tinual need  of  it.  But  although  we  have 
at  all  times  reason  thus  to  humble  ourselves 
before  Thee,  yet  Thou  art  from  day  to  day 
pouring  down  thy  blessings  upon  us  ;  and 
encouraging  us  by  thy  providential  good- 
ness, as  well  as  by  the  declarations  of  thy 
word,  to  commit  ourselves  to  thy  care. 
This,  O  Lord,  we  now  do,  in  the  name  of 
that  Blessed  Saviour,  through  whose  me- 
diation we  hope,  unworthy  as  we  are,  to 
find  acceptance  with  Thee. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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THURSDAY  MORNING. 

General  Thanksgiving. 

Great  and  Holy  God,  when  we  ap- 
proach Thee  with  the  tribute  of  praise,  we 
would  remember,  that  we  can  add  nothing 
to  Thee:  But  we  ought  to  acknowledge 
thy  perfections ;  and  we  take  pleasure  in 
ascribing  all  power,  wisdom,  holiness,  and 
goodness,  to  Thee,  our  Gracious  Creator. 

O  Thou,  who  condescendest  to  receive 
praise  from  unworthy  creatures,  be  pleased 
to  accept  our  thanksgivings.  We  thank 
Thee  for  all  thy  mercies  ;  but  especially  for 
the  blessings  which  Thou  hast  given  to  us 
through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
in  whom.  Thou  hast  revealed  thyself  rich 
in  mercy  to  all  who  call  upon  Thee, 

Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thy  beloved  Son 
should  take  upon  him  the  nature,  the  sins, 
and  the  sorrows,  of  this  frail  worm !  We 
would  be  thankful  for  all  that  he  did ;  for 
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the  doctrine  he  taught,  the  example  that  he 
set  us,  and  the  sacrifice  that  he  made  of 
himself  for  our  sakes.  We  bless  Thee  for 
his  resurrection,  for  his  ascension,  for  his 
sending  down  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  appoint- 
ing a  standing  ministry  in  his  church. 

And  while,  O  Lord,  we  thankfully  recount 
these  things,  we  pray  that  we  may  be  en- 
abled to  make  such  a  devout  and  useful 
application  of  them  to  ourselves,  as  shall 
fulfil  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  made 
known  to  us.  May  we  draw  comfort  from 
our  Saviour's  doctrine.  May  we  copy  his 
life,  and  live  by  his  death.  May  we  rise 
with  him,  now  in  holiness ;  and,  in  due 
time,  ascend  after  him  into  the  world  of 
glory.  And  till  that  blessed  hour  shall 
come,  may  we  be  living  a  life  o/*  habitual 
faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  us,  and 
gave  himself  f(yr  us. 

May  the  name  of  our  God  be  for  ever 
adored,  for  sending  the  Gospel  of  peace  into 
these  lands.  Blessed  be  thy  name  for  its 
holy  precepts,  its  instructive  examples,  and 
its  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises. 
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We  thank  Thee  for  the  comfortable  pros- 
pects which  the  Holy  Scriptures  give  of  a 
future  state.  Let  us  rejoice  in  the  hope 
which  all  true  Christians  have,  of  being  with 
Christ  and  of  beholding  his  glory.  May  we 
be  increasing  daily  in  longing  desires  after 
this  blissful  state,  and  endeavour  to  be- 
come more  meet  for  it  every  day. 

In  calling  thy  mercies  to  mind,  let  us  not 
forget,  that  we  have  many  temporal  bless- 
ings to  acknowledge.  Of  these  comforts,  we 
enjoy  more  than  we  deserve  ;  of  afflictions, 
we  suffer  less  than  we  deserve.  Accept 
then,  O  Most  Gracious  Lord,  our  thanks 
for  all  the  health,  and  strength,  and  peace, 
enjoyed  in  this  house.  And  if  to  these 
temporal  comforts.  Thou  hast  added  the 
blessing  of  a  sanctified  heart,  how  much 
greater  still  is  the  debt  of  gratitude !  O 
grant  to  each  of  us  that  prime  blessing, 
which  teacheth  us  how  to  valm?  every 
other  favour. 

And  now,  O  Thou  Giver  and  Preserver  of 
all  these  mercies,  we  humbly  pray  Thee  to 
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bless  the  rising  generation  with  thy  grace. 
*[And  among  them  look  down  in  mercy 
upon  these  children  kneeling  before  Thee.] 
Incline  their  hearts  to  seek  Thee  early. 
Keep  them  from  being  deceived  by  the 
world.  May  they  perceive  the  littleness 
of  its  great  things ;  the  poverty  of  what 
appears  rich  ;  and  the  poison  that  is  mixed 
with  many  of  its  pleasures. 

Bless  our  servants.  May  they  be  thank- 
ful, that  in  thy  good  Providence  they  are 
placed  in  a  family  which  calleth  upon  thy 
name.  And  may  they  so  improve  this, 
and  every  other  religious  advantage,  as  to 
show,  that  they  are  faithful  servants  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

May  we  all  endeavour  to  serve  Thee, 
O  Lord,  in  our  respective  vocations,  with 
simplicity  and  singleness  of  heart ;  nei- 
ther slothful  in  business.,  nor  overcharg- 
ing ourselves  with  the  cares  of  this  world. 
Support  us  in  our  Christian  course ;  and 

*  The  words  between  the  brackets  to  be  omitted,  if  there 
be  no  children  present. 
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enable  us  daily  to  rejoice  in  the  prospect 
of  that  blessed  state,  in  which  those  who 
die  in  the  Lord  shall  rest  from  their  labours. 
Hear  us,  we  humbly  beseech  Thee,  in  the 
words  with  which  thy  blessed  Son  taught 
us  to  approach  the  Throne  of  Grace  : 

Our  Father y  Sfc. 


THURSDAY  EVENING. 

For  Stedfastness  in  Religion. 

How  manifold  are  thy  mercies,  Most 
Good  and  Gracious  God !  Accept,  we  be-* 
seech  Thee,  our  thanksgivings  for  all  the 
benefits  this  day  received. 

Great  and  many  are  the  blessings  of  the 
present  life,  which  thy  bountiful  hand  hath 
bestowed ;  but  these  are  but  apart  of  thy 
waysotmexcj;  to  these  comforts,  Thou  hast 
added  that  inestimable  blessing,  the  light  of 
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the  glorious  Gospel.  We  thank  Thee,  Gra- 
cious Lord,  for  the  revelation  of  thy  mercy 
in  Christ  Jesus ;  through  whom  all  our  un- 
righteousness may  be  forgiven,  our  hearts 
sanctified,  and  our  minds  made  to  rejoice  in 
God  all  the  day  long, 

O  may  we  receive  thy  word  with  all  readi- 
ness of  mind f  and  know  it  to  be  the  power  of 
God  to  our  salvation.  May  we  not  only  as- 
sent to  the  truth,  but  be  determined  by  it. 
Never  let  us  be  ashamed  of  Christ,  or  of  his 
words.  Whether  condemned  or  approved 
by  men,  may  we  stand  fast  in  the  Lord, 
and  cleave  to  him  with  purpose  of  heart. 

Guard  us,  O  Lord,  against  the  snares  of 
those  who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.  Let  no 
false  light  lead  us  astray.  Let  not  our 
minds  be  corruptedfrom  the  simplicity  which 
is  in  Christ. 

O  preserve  us  likewise  from  that  love  of 
this  present  world,  which  hath  made  so  many 
err  from  the  faith.  Do  Thou  not  only  keep 
usstedfastinthe  profession  of  the  truth,  but 
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preserve  us  likewise  from  the  sin  and  misery 
of  a  divided  heart.  Be  Thou  ever  the  chief 
desire  of  our  souls.  Let  thij  loving  kindness 
he  better  to  us  than  life  ;  and  may  we  be  so 
abundantly  satisfied  with  the  goodness  of  thy 
house,  as  to  have  no  wish  to  be  any  where 
else,  nor  a  single  desire  for  any  thing  but 
what  Thou  seest  to  be  good  for  us. 

0  how  much  do  we  need  the  continual 
influence  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  keep  us  in 
this  happy  state  of  mind.  We  beseech  Thee 
to  give  unto  us  this  grace,  day  by  day. 
Grant  us  the  spirit  of  power,  and  of  love, 
and  of  a  sound  mind.  Keep  us  still  de- 
voutly attentive  to  the  great  things  of  thy 
law  ;  keep  alive  our  concern  to  be  found  of 
Christ  in  peace  when  he  shall  come  to  call 
us  hence ;  and  stir  us  up  to  more  dihgence 
in  that  great  work  of  salvation,  in  which 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  we  have  never  yet 
been  so  much  in  earnest  as  we  ought. 

O  Lord,  we  need  not  declare  to  Thee 
what  we  have  been  this  day  ;  thou  Imowest 
our  foolishness,  and  oar  faults  are  i^ot  hidden 
H  2 
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from  Thee,  Thou  knowest  how  much  of 
God,  and  how  much  of  the  world,  tliere 
hath  been  in  our  hearts ;  O  that  we  may 
but  know  it,  and  be  affected  as  we  ought 
to  be,  to  perceive  that  nature  is  so  strong, 
and  grace  so  weak  in  us  ! 

But  though  small  is  the  effect  of  all  that 
Thou  hast  taught  us,  in  comparison  of  what 
it  ought  to  be,  yet  Thou  coritinuest  still  to 
preserve  and  bless  us.  This  night  we  con- 
fess our  own  unfruitfulness,  and  thine 
abundant  and  undeserved  goodness  to  us. 
Let  us  wonder  and  adore. 

O  God  of  infinite  patience  and  mercy, 
we  commend  ourselves,  and  all  for  whom 
we  are  bound  to  pray,  to  thy  protection 
this  night ;  beseeching  Thee  to  forgive  us, 
and  accept  us,  for  the  sake  of  thy  dear 
Son  our  Lord ;  who  instructed  us  thus  to 
pray. 

Our  Father^  S^c. 
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FRIDAY  MORNING. 

Fo7'  Faith   and  its  Fruits, 

O  GOD,  our  Refuge  and  our  Strength ^ 
by  whose  providence  our  natural  life  is  pre- 
served, and  by  whose  grace  we  obtain  life 
eternal ;  look  down  upon  this  family,  now 
assembled  to  acknowledge  thy  gracious 
care  over  us  during  the  last  night,  and  to 
pray  that  thy  blessing  may  rest  upon  us 
all  through  this  day. 

May  we  lift  up  our  hearts  to  Thee,  in 
faith  and  hope,  as  unto  One,  who  will  assur- 
edly hear  the  prayers  of  those  who  come 
to  Thee  in  the  name  of  thy  dear  Son. 
When  we  ask  for  blessings,  do  Thou  hole 
tipon  the  face  of  thine  anointed,  and,  for  his 
sake,  hear  and  answer  thy  servants. 

We  bless  Thee  for  the  many  encouraging 
w  ords  which  Thou  hast  uttered  for  the  com- 
fort of  penitent  minds  :  O  God  of  hope,  fill 
us  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing  them- 
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Enable  us  to  exercise  a  full  confidence 
in  thy  power  and  grace.  Let  nothing  hin- 
der us  from  coming  to  Jesus,  and  obtainii^g 
that  rest  which  he  promiseth  to  the  weary 
and  heavij-laden.  We  would  approach 
Thee  with  a  trulv  contrite  heart ;  but  suffer 
us  not  to  doubt  of  Christ's  being  ahle  to 
save  to  the  uttermost.  Our  sins,  alas  !  have 
abounded ;  but  thy  grace  hath  much  more 
abounded:  may  we  rejoice  in  this  from  day 
to  day. 

But  never  let  us  abuse  the  riches  of  thy 
grace.  Art  Thou  able  to  destroy,  and  yet 
willing  to  save  ?  O  let  thy  mercies  constrain 
us  to  present  ourselves  a  living  sacrifice  to 
Thee.  May  we,  henceforth,  live  as  those 
who  are  not  their  own,  but  thine. 

Look  in  mercy  upon  us,  now  going  forth 
to  our  several  vocations.  May  we  be  so 
taught  to  know  what  is  good  for  us,  as  to  be 
thankful  that  we  have  an  employment.  Let 
us  never  resist  that  appointment  of  thy  wis- 
dom and  goodness,  which  obligeth  man  to 
be  found  in  some  lawful  calling.     May  we 
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enter  upon  our  business  with  cheerfulness, 
and  pursue  it  with  diligence.  Vouchsafe 
us,  O  Lord,  the  blessings  which  generally 
attend  diligence;  but  save  us  from  the 
snares  which  so  frequently  accompany 
prosperity. 

Suffer  us  not  to  forget  where  we  are ;  but 
remembering  how  thou  hast  warned  us 
against  the  temptations  to  which  we  are 
here  exposed,  may  we  stand  on  our  guard : 
And  do  Thou,  O  Lord,  heep  us  from  the 
evil  that  is  in  the  world. 

Give  us  grace  to  live  as  the  servants 
of  Christy  as  long  as  we  continue  here. 
May  we  show,  by  our  conduct^  that  we  are 
seeMnga  hetter  country,  even  a  heavenly  one. 
Let  not  the  men  of  the  world  see  thy  pro- 
fessed disciples  pursuing  the  perishing 
things  of  this  life,  as  eagerly  as  themselves. 

Enable  us  to  live  daily  in  the  exercise  of 
Christian  Charity ;  not  only  rendering  unto 
all,  what  is  due  to  them,  but  endeavouring, 
while  we  have  time,  to  do  good  unto  allmen^ 
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O  that  we  may  learn  to  be  content  with 
whatever  state  we  are  in.  Let  those  who 
rule  in  this  house,  and  those  who  serve  in 
it,  obtain  grace  to  perform  their  respective 
duties  with  cheerfulness  and  fidelity.  And 
may  we  live  in  love  one  toward  another.  Let 
thy  fear  dwell  in  every  heart ;  that  every 
one  may  keep  his  place,  and  be  happy  and 
useful  in  it. 

May  it  please  Thee  to  have  mercy  upon 
all  men.  Give  the  King  thy  judgments,  O 
Lord.  "  Endue  thy  ministers  with  righte- 
ousness." Let  thy  light  and  thy  truth 
spread  every  where.  Preserve  the  prospe- 
rous fi:om  forgetting  Thee  their  God.  Keep 
the  afflicted  from  sinking  under  their  bur- 
dens ;  and  make  their  trials  to  work  for  their 
good.  These  blessings  we  ask  in  the  name 
of  Jesus,  our  blessed  Mediator ;  who  taught 
us  to  address  Thee  in  these  words, 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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FRIDAY  EVENING. 

A  Prayer  for  Magistrates. 

**  We  praise  Thee,  O  God,  we  acknow- 
ledge Thee  to  be  the  Lord."  We  bless 
Thee  for  repeated  and  continued  mercies ; 
and  we  pray,  that  every  renewed  instance 
of  thy  goodness  may  lead  us  to  live  a  more 
humble,  holy,  and  thankful  life. 

We  would  call  to  remembrance  our  obli- 
gations to  Thee,  for  appointing  our  lot  in 
a  land,  in  which  there  are  those  comforts 
of  order  and  regular  government  which  we 
have  this  day  enjoyed.  Since  Thou  favour- 
est  us  with  the  benefits  of  this  thine  ordi- 
nance, O  Lord,  may  we  be  thankful  for 
them ;  and  never  provoke  Thee  by  our 
sins  to  withhold  these  blessings  from  us. 

Give  us  grace  to  render  that  which 
is  due  to  tho6e  whom  thou  hast  set  over 
us.  Thou  hast  commanded  us  to  ho- 
nour them,    and  to  pray  for  them ;  suffer 
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US  not  to  sin  against  Thee,  by  neglecting 
these  duties. 


Let  thy  blessing  descend  on  "  all  Chris- 
"  tian  Kings,  Princes,  and  Governors  ;  and 
"  especially  on  thy  servant  our  King." 
We  would  particularly  pray,  that  Thou 
wouldest  afford  him  the  assistance  of  that 
grace  of  which  he  standeth  in  need,  both 
for  the  salvation  of  his  soul,  and  the 
able  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  high 
station. 

O  Thou  from  whom  every  good  and  perfect 
gift  Cometh,  direct  him  in  the  choice  of  all 
those  whom  he  appointeth  to  places  of 
trust,  whether  civil  or  ecclesiastical.  And 
make  them  faithful  in  their  vocations ; 
that  through  their  virtuous  and  able  con- 
duct, he  may  be  the  happy  and  honoured 
instrument  of  preserving  the  lives,  enlarg- 
ing the  comforts,  and  saving  the  souls  of 
his  people. 

We  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  bless  the  King 
in  his  family,  as  well  as  in  his  government. 
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Bless  every  branch  of  the  Royal  Family 
with  the  comforts  of  health,  domestic 
happiness,  and  religion ;  and  may  they  all 
have  grace,  to  employ  their  influence  for 
the  glory  of  thy  holy  name. 

And  we  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  give  unto 
our  Sovereign  the  comforts  of  well-ordered 
government,  as  well  as  the  gifts  that  are 
necessary  to  his  high  office.  Let  not  evil 
men  be  suffered  to  defeat  his  good  designs, 
or  to  disturb  his  peace.  May  he  be  blessed 
with  an  obedient  and  loyal  people.  Ever 
may  it  be  the  earnest  wish  of  his  heart  that 
order,  peace,  plenty,  and  true  religion, 
may  flourish  in  his  kingdom ;  and  ever 
may  he  rejoice,  in  seeing  his  subjects 
blessed  with  these  tokens  of  thy  favour. 

We  must  confess  that  we  have  rendered 
ourselves  unworthy  of  these  national  bless- 
ings. But  still  remember  us,  O  Lord,  in 
mercy ;  and  may  we  as  a  nation  return  to 
Thee,  from  whom  we  have  in  many  things 
departed ;  that  we  may  continue  to  be  a 
favoured  people. 
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And  above  all,  we  earnestly  beseech  Thee 
to  save  us  from  that,  most  dangerous  of  na- 
tional sins,  the  neglect  of  the  Gospel.  O 
pour  out  upon  us  such  a  measure  of  the 
grace  of  thine  illuminating  Spirit,  as  shall 
make  the  nature  and  glory  of  Christianity 
more  generally  understood.  May  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus  be  heard  from  all  our  pul^ 
pits.  To  that  name  at  which  every  hnee 
shall  how,  may  honour  be  paid  in  courts, 
in  senates,  in  churches,  and  among  all  ranks 
and  orders  of  men.  And  may  the  delibe- 
rations and  resolutions  of  Government,  be 
directed  to  the  furtherance  of  that  know- 
ledge and  practice,  in  which  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Christ  hath  instructed  us. 

Let  thy  blessing  attend  the  labours  of  all 
those  among  us  who  are  devoted  to  Thee 
in  the  Christian  Ministry.  Increase  the 
number  of  such  as  are  not  ashamed  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ;  and  may  their  lives  show 
forth  the  excellency  of  their  doctrines. 

With  these  favours,  we  pray  Thee  to  bless 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth.     O  send  forth, 
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into  every  part  of  the  world,  that  holy  word 
of  thine  which  teacheth  us  to  fear  God, 
to  honour'  the  King,  to  love  the  Brother- 
hood, and  to  render  unto  all  their  dues. 

Hear  these  our  humble  requests,  O  God 
of  Mercy ;  and  grant  us  both  protection 
and  forgiveness,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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Acknowledging  our  Unfruitfulness. 

O  Thou  Most  Merciful  God,  under  the 
shadow  of  whose  wings  we  have  passed  the 
night  in  safety,  be  pleased  to  accept  the 
thank-offerings  with  which  we  begin  this 
day. 
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We  acknowledge  it  a  great  mercy,  that 
we  are  all  here  before  God  this  morning. 
May  we  seriously  consider  that  the  day 
which  thou  hast  given  to  us,  is  a  day  of 
probation.  Enable  us  to  enter  upon  it  as 
such;  and  may  we  earnestly  look  up  to 
Thee  for  grace,  to  serve  Thee  acceptably, 
with  reverence  and  godly  fear. 

O  Lord,  how  much  doth  thy  goodness, 
as  well  as  thine  authority,  oblige  us  thus 
to  live  !  But  alas  !  we  are  too  little  affect- 
ed by  it.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  many  fa- 
vours we  receive  from  thy  hand,  would 
lead  to  a  more  obedient  life  ;  Time  would 
be  better  spent.  Talents  better  employed, 
the  Gospel  more  honoured,  and  our  hea- 
venly Father  more  glorified. 

O  God,  to  lis  belongeth  confusion  of  face  ; 
and  well  is  it  for  us,  that  to  Thee  belong  mer- 
cies and  forgiveness.  We  bless  Thee  for  a 
Mediator ;  for  the  blood  that  cleansethfrom 
all  sin  ;  and  for  the  hope  which  we  derive 
from  our  Saviour's  ever  living  to  make  in- 
tercessio7i  for  us.     Through  him  would  we 
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approach  Thee  ;  humbly  hoping,  that  for 
his  sake,  Thou  wilt  forgive  all  our  sins. 

But  we  come  to  Thee,  not  only  for  par- 
don, but  also  for  grace  to  go  and  sin  no 
more.  Lord,  hear  this  request,  with  which 
we  begin  the  day ;  and  grant,  that  our 
desires  and  endeavours  all  through  it,  may 
correspond  with  this  prayer. 

Cast  us  not  away  from  thy  presence,  nor 
take  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us.  Be  Thou  our 
guide,  or  we  shall  wander  from  the  paths 
of  peace.  Leave  us  not  to  ourselves  ;  for 
our  frequent  falls  have  taught  us  to  fear, 
that  unless  we  have  thy  support,  we  shall 
not  stand. 

O  let  grace  sufficient  to  prevail  over  the 
corruption  of  our  nature  be  imparted  unto 
us.  Leave  us  not  without  thy  help  amidst 
evil  example,  lest  we  should  be  led  away 
with  the  error  of  the  wicked.  And  as  the 
craft  and  vigilance  of  our  spiritual  adver- 
sary is  great,  we  earnestly  pray  that  he  may 
not  be  permitted  to  get  an  advantage  of  us. 
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Fill  our  souls,  O  Lord,  with  a  holy  reve- 
rence of  thine  all-seeing  eye  ;  that  we  may 
be  preserved  from  every  thing  offensive  in 
thy  sight.  Give  us  the  wisdom  to  take 
heed  to  ourselves,  with  respect  to  every 
place,  every  person,  and  every  thing,  by 
which  we  may  be  led  into  evil.  Suffer  not 
our  minds  to  be  deceived ;  but  above  all, 
let  not  our  hearts  be  hardened.  Keep 
hack  thy  servants  from  all  sins  ;  but  espe- 
cially/rcw^  presumptuous  sins. 

We  are  now  entering  upon  the  last  day 
of  another  week ;  O  that  it  may  be  the 
best  day !  For  there  is  indeed  great  room 
for  improvement ;  Lord,  make  us  more 
zealous  of  it ! 

We  entreat  Thee  to  assist  all  thy  Minis- 
ters this  day,  in  their  endeavours  to  be 
prepared  for  the  service  of  the  approach-, 
ing  Sabbath. 

And  may  we  be  seeking  to  be  prepared 
for  thy  word ;  not  only  putting  the  affairs 
of  this  life  in  such  order  to-day,  as  shalk, 
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prevent  their  interrupting  us  to-morrow, 
but  also  looking  up  to  Thee  for  that prepa- 
ration  of  heart,  with  which  we  ought  to 
attend  thine  ordinances. 

Hear,  luord,  in  heaven  thy  dwelling 
place,  and  answer,  and  forgive,  for  thy  dear 
Son's  sake,  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray  : 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


SATURDAY  EVENING, 


For  the  renewing  Influence  of  Divine 
Grace, 


Let  the  living  praise  Thee,  O  God ;  let 
them  sing  aloud  of  thy  forbearance  and 
long-suffering.  We  are  yet  numbered  with 
them  ;  and  must  ascribe  our  continued  life 
to  Thee  alone. 
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O  God,  merciful  and  gracious.  Thou  art 
not  only  slow  to  anger,  but  willing  to  save. 
Hence  all  our  hope.  Thy  Holy  Law  we 
have  broken  ;  and  can  make  no  atonement 
for  our  guilt  Nor  is  it  an  occasional  trans- 
gression only  that  we  have  to  deplore,  but 
a  depraved  nature.  Unless  renewed  by 
thy  Holy  Spmt,  our  understanding,  our 
'will,  and  our  affections,  are  all  in  disorder. 
We  are,  alas  !  wise  to  do  evil,  and  active  in 
pursuit  of  the  goods  of  this  world ;  but 
toward  God,  we  are  foolish  and  disobedient; 
we  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins. 

But  life  and 'death  are  both  in  thine 
hands.  If  Thou  sayest  to  us,  Live,  thy  word 
shall  assuredly  make  us  live.  O  speak  then, 
the  gracious  word ;  that  we  may  not  merely 
be  deterred  by  the  fear  of  punishment 
from  the  grosser  acts  of  sin ;  but  delight  in 
thy  law,  and  endeavour  to  please  Thee  in 
all  things. 

And  since  Thou  not  only  deignest  to  ac- 
cept our  imperfect  service,  but  offerest 
to  admit  us  into  a  state  of  communion  with 
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Thyself,  O  grant  that  we  may  be  tlius 
highly  favoured.  And  never  may  we  pro- 
voke Thee  to  withdraw  this  favour,  by  the 
allowance  of  any  unholy  temper,  or  the 
neglect  of  any  duty.  Let  us  be  always 
mindful  of  thy  word ;  always  obedient  to 
the  motions  of  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  always 
tvatching  and  prmjing  that  we  may  not 
enter  into  teynptation.  Thus  living,  we 
may  rejoice  that  Thou  wilt  never  cast  us 
away  from  thy  presence,  nor  take  thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  us. 

Thou  hast  conducted  us  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  another  week  ;  for  all  the  mercies 
of  which  we  desire  to  be  thankful.  tSo  teach 
us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply 
our  hearts  unto  wisdom.  Our  last  week,  our 
last  day,  our  last  hour,  must  come :  O  that 
we  may  always  stand  ready  for  it. 

Should  we  live  to  enter  upon  another 
week,  let  us  devoutly  remember,  that  its 
first  day  is  for  sacred  purposes.  So  taught 
to  consider  it,  we  would  meet  it,  in  a  fit 
condition  for  its  important  duties.   Prepare 
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our  bodies,  by  refreshing  sleep,  to  attend 
the  service  of  thy  house.  Prepare  our 
hearts,  by  thy  grace,  to  worship  Thee  with 
reverence,  and  to  obtain  great  edification 
from  the  Ministry  of  the  word.  May  the 
prospect  of  a  day  spent  in  thy  courts,  be 
ever  dehghtful  to  us  ;  and  may  we  be  pre- 
pared by  our  attendance  there,  to  join 
that  heavenly  choir  which  shall  praise  Thee 
in  the  world  of  glory. 

These  mercies  we  look  for,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  our  only  hope.  We  have  no 
claims  to  make,  nor  merit  to  plead,  nor 
even  a  reason  to  offer  why  Thou  shouldest 
bestow  one  good  thing  upon  us,  but  what 
we  derive  through  the  mediation  of  Him 
who  died  for  our  sins.  Encouraged  by  his 
intercession,  we  humbly  wait  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  those  desires,  which  He  taught  us 
to  utter  at  thy  footstool. 

Our  Father,  8^c. 


[     117    ] 
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For  a  Blessing  on  the  Ordinances  of  Public 
Worship. 

O  Lord  God,  who  hast  in  mercy  given 
to  us,  thine  unworthy  creatures,  another 
Sabbath,  be  graciously  pleased  to  enable 
us  to  keep  it  holy.  We  bless  thy  name  for 
all  the  opportunities  which  this  day  may 
afford  us  of  obtaining,  or  increasing  in  that 
wisdom  which  is  from  above.  Make  us  all 
sensible  of  the  worth  of  our  souls,  that  we 
may  know  how  to  value  the  means  of  grace. 

O  Gracious  Lord,  be  pleased  to  bless  the 
assemblies  of  Christian  Worshippers  with 
thy   presence ;   that  the   services   of  thy 
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house  may  be  conducted  with  such  order, 
such  an  impressive  sanctity,  and  such  an 
improving  influence  on  the  minds  of  those 
who  attend  them,  as  may  convince  them 
that  God  is  among  them  of  a  truth. 

O  Thou  who  didst  command  the  light  to 
shine  out  of  darkness^  in  mercy  shine  into 
our  hearts;  that  we  may  savingly  know 
Theey  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ 
ivhom  Thou  hast  sent. 

And  may  that  blessed  Saviour,  whom 
Thou  hast  ordained  to  be  a  light  to  lighten 
the  Gentiles,  bring  many  out  of  darkness 
into  his  marvellous  light.  May  He,  who, 
for  our  sakes,  became  a  man  of  smTotvs,  see 
of  the  travail  of  his  soid  this  day ;  and  re- 
joice in  the  recovery  of  many,  who  have 
hitherto  been  as  sheep  going  astray. 

Most  Gracious  God,  we  bless  Thee  for 
frequent  opportunities  of  instruction;  for  en- 
lightened and  faithful  Ministers ;  for  having 
the  things  which  belong  unto  our  peace  set 
before  us.     To  these  mercies,  O  Lord,  we 
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intieat  Thee  to  add  the  influence  of  thy 
quickening  Spirit ;  that  thy  word  may  be 
still  made  to  humble  the  proud,  to  melt  the 
hardened,  to  sanctify  the  unholy,  to  comfort 
the  distressed,  and  to  strengthen  the  faith 
and  piety  of  them  that  believe. 

We  thank  Thee,  O  God,  that  we  are  not 
deprived,  by  want  of  health,  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  attending  thy  house.  We  pray  that 
our  soulsy  as  well  as  our  bodies,  may  be  pre- 
pared for  the  duties  of  the  day.  Give  us  a 
thankful  sense  of  thy  mercies  ;  that  we  may 
praise  Thee  with  the  heart  as  well  as  the  lips. 
Give  us  a  contrite  remembrance  of  our  sins; 
that  our  confessions  may  not  be  mere  forms; 
Give  us  a  sense  of  our  entire  dependance  on 
Thee  ;  that  our  prayers  may  not  be  words  of 
course,  but  the  humble  and  earnest  requests 
of  creatures  who  know  and  feel  their  neces- 
sities. Let  us  hear  thy  word  with  that  de- 
vout attention  which  becometh  those  who 
have  so  much  to  learn,  who  are  so  liable 
to  err,  so  prone  to  deceive  themselves,  and 
so  much  in  danger  of  being  deceived  by 
the  world.      Let   us  not  only  receive  its 
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instructions,  but  also  taste   the  comforts 
which  it  imparteth  to  the  humble  hearer. 

And  we  pray,  likewise,  O  Lord,  that  Thou 
wouldest  preserve  us  from  failing  in  those 
private  duties,  with  which  public  worship 
should  be  followed.  Let  us  remember,  that 
there  is  something  which  must  be  done  in 
retirement.  There,  by  serious  meditation, 
by  carefully  reviewing  our  past  lives,  and 
by  earnest  prayer,  may  we  seek  to  have  our 
hearts  established  in  thy  truth. 

Enable  us  to  make  a  good  use  of  all  the 
opportunities  which  this  day  may  afford, 
for  offices  of  benevolence.  Suffer  us  not 
to  waste  those  hours  in  frivolous  conver- 
sation, which  may  be  so  much  more  pro- 
fitably employed,  in  exercises  of  devotion, 
or  works  of  charity. 

O  Lord  let  not  the  Sabhath  be  a  ivcarincss 
to  us.  Free  us  from  all  aversion  to  holy 
and  spiritual  employments,  and  make  this 
day  a  deUght  to  us.  May  we  so  enjoy  all 
its  duties,  as  to  long  for  that  clernal  Sab- 
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bath  in  heaven,  for  which  thy  Church  on 
earth  is  waiting. 

O  may  we  become  more  and  more  pre- 
pared for  that  blessed  state.  Whatever 
knowledge  be  wanting,  whatever  faith, 
whatever  strength,  impart  it  to  us,  O  Lord. 
We  are  poor,  but  Thou  art  rich.  We  are  in 
ourselves  empty  of  all  good ;  but  we  come 
to  Thee,  who  art  the  fountain  of  all  good, 
that  we  may  be  supplied.  And  for  this  we 
pray,  in  the  name  of  our  only  Lord  and 
Saviour,  who  taught  us  to  call  upon  Thee 
in  these  words : 

Our  FatheVy  cfc. 
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Jliat  Public  Instruction  may  be  made  effec- 
tual to  our  Salvation. 

Suffer  us  not  to  come  before  Thee,  O 
Lord,  with  a  Hght  and  trifling  mind. 
Though  we  are  permitted  to  hft  up  our 
voice  to  Thee,  let  us  remember,  that  Thou 
art  in  heaven,  and  we  on  earth  ;  that  Thou 
art  glorious  in  holiness,  but  that  we  are 
transgressors  from  the  womb. 

O  let  the  prayers  and  praises  of  a  fomily 
of  weak  and  sinful  creatures  be  heard  this 
night.  Great  and  many  are  the  blessings 
which  we  have  received  this  day ;  let  our 
souls  be  filled  with  humility,  in  recollecting 
how  utterly  unworthy  we  are  of  them  ;  and 
make  us  thankful  for  that  grace,  which 
placeth  us  under  the  means  of  knowing 
how  much  we  stand  in  need  of  them. 

O  give  effect  to  thy  word,  which  we  have 
heard  this  day ;  that  we  may  learn  what  Thou 
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teacliest,  and  not  only  know  the  way  of  life, 
but  walk  therein.  Take  away  the  carnal 
mind,  which  is  enmity  against  God;  Xheevil 
heart  of  unbeliefs  which  leadeth  us  to  depart 
from  Thee  ;  the  deceived  heart,  which  turn- 
eth  us  aside  ;  and  the  stony  heart,  which  nei- 
ther dreadeth  thy  wrath,  nor  desireth  thy 
grace. 

O  Lord,  let  not  one  of  us  be  destitute  of 
that  renewed  mind  which  fallen  creatures 
need.  And  put  forth  thy  hand  again  and 
again  to  the  good  work,  that  we  may  go  on 
to  perfection. 

We  have  great  reason  to  be  ashamed,  O 
Lord,  when  we  reflect  on  the  little  effect 
which  the  revelation  of  thy  mercy  hath  had 
upon  us.  How  little  are  our  hearts  im- 
pressed with  the  wonders  of  Redemption  ; 
with  the  love  of  God  in  giving  his  Son  for 
us ;  with  the  compassion  of  that  Saviour 
who  came  down  from  heaven  to  die  for  us ! 
What  are  we,  after  all  that  we  have  heard 
of  the  labours,  the  sorrows,  and  the  pains, 
which  he  endured  for  oiu'  sakes  ! 
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O  m  ay  thy  Holy  Spirit  shed  abroad  in 
our  hearts  more  of  the  love  of  God  than  we 
have  ever  yet  felt.  May  we  show  ourselves 
to  be  deeply  affected  by  thy  mercies,  not 
only  by  speaking  of  them,  but  by  present- 
ing  ourselves  a  living  sacrifice  to  Thee.  And 
give  us  grace,  not  only  to  make  this  surren- 
der, but  to  continue  faithful  to  it :  let  it  be 
a  perpetual  covenant,  never  to  be  forgotten. 

Permit  us,  O  Gracious  Father,  to  com- 
mend the  necessities  and  dangers  of  all  our 
fellow-creatures  to  thy  mercy.  Let  the 
light  of  thy  Gospel  shine  upon  those  who 
are  now  sitting  in  darkness.  Look  in 
mercy  on  those  who,  though  not  situated  in 
heathen  lands,  are  living  without  Christ, 
tvithout  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world. 
Let  all  Christian  Churches  be  watered  with 
the  dew  of  heaven.  Hear  the  prayers  of- 
fered up  this  day  for  all  Christian  Magis- 
trates ;  especially  those  offered  for  the  King 
whom  Thou  hast  set  over  us. 

Hear  the  prayers,  likewise,  O  Lord,  which 
we  ofier  up  for  the  afflicted.     O  look  Thou 
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upon  those  who  are  destitute  of  health ; 
upon  those  who  stand  in  need  of  one  to 
comfort  them  J  and  upon  those  who  have 
not  bread  to  eat.  However  various  our 
wants  may  be,  Thou  art  able  to  supply 
them  all,  without  diminishing  thine  own 
fulness.  May  we  glorify  thy  mercy,  as 
well  as  thy  power,  by  believing  that  Thou 
art  willing,  as  well  as  able,  to  give  us  the 
things  that  we  need. 

Vouchsafe  rest  and  safety  this  night,  O 
Lord,  to  us,  to  our  dear  relatives,  and  to 
all  this  neighbourhood ;  for  the  sake  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  In  his  name,  O 
Thou  that  hear  est  prayer,  we  draw  nigh  to 
thy  throne,  and  further  call  upon  Thee,  in 
the  form  with  which  his  wisdom  hath  sup- 
plied us  : 

Our  Father,  S^c. 
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That  the  Influence  of  Gods  Word  may 
continue. 

Holy  and  Gracious  God,  we  draw  near 
again  to  the  footstool  of  thy  throne  :  for 
our  wants  are  always  returning  upon  us. 
Blessed  be  thy  Name!  Thou  art  ever 
willing  to  supply  them. 

We  thank  Thee  for  the  instructions  of  thy 
holy  word.  Let  us  reckon  them  among  the 
greatest  blessings  of  our  present  state :  and 
be  daily  praying  to  Thee,  that  our  under" 
standing  may  be  opened  to  receive  them. 

But,  O  Lord,  we  want  strength  as  well  as 
light.  Though  we  see  great  objects,  we  do 
not  pursue  them  so  earnestly  as  we  ought. 
We  discern  substance,  and  yet  reach  after 
shadows :  for  carnal  and  worldly  objects 
too  often  divert  our  attention  from  those 
which  are  spiritual  and  heavenly. 
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We,  therefore,  come  to  Thee,  praying 
that  Thou  wouldest  make  that  heavenly 
seed  which  was  sown  yesterday  productive 
of  much  fruit.  Let  not  the  flesh  overcome 
the  spirit ;  nor  the  world  drive  out  of  our 
hearts  the  desires  which  were  excited  by 
thy  word.  Let  that  Saviour  who  hath 
been  evidently  set  forth  hefor^e  us,  be  still 
present  to  our  thoughts.  Let  us  habi- 
tually remember  his  cross  and  passion,  re- 
joice in  his  resurrection  and  ascension,  trust 
in  his  mediation,  and  tread  in  his  steps. 
Since  we  have  heard  of  things  ivhich  are 
eternal,  let  us  not  fix  our  eyes  upon  those 
only  which  are  temporal.  Nor  let  us  la- 
hour  for  the  meat  which  perisheth,  as  if 
there  were  nothing  else  worthy  of  our  de- 
sires ;  but  may  we  labour  for  that  which  en- 
dureth  unto  everlasting  life. 

Be  with  us,  AU-Sufficient  God,  while  em- 
ployed in  the  duties  of  our  respective  call- 
ings. We  look  to  Thee  for  our  daily  bread. 
We  need  also  a  daily  portion  of  grace. 
Vouchsafe  us  this  blessing,  we  beseech 
Thee,  that  we  may  neither  be  overcharged 
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by  the  cares  of  this  life,  nor  ensnared  by  its 
pleasures ;  that  we  may  neither  sink  under 
its  burdens,  nor  neglect  its  duties.  Amidst 
all  these  things,  may  we  mahe  straight 
paths  for  our  feet  y?iii&  in  thy  strength  walk 
on  steadily  therein. 

Be  our  deliverer  from  every  thing  that 
may  be  a  hindrance  to  our  salvation.  Give 
us  grace  to  sacrifice  even  the  right  eye  that 
may  ensnare  us.  Enable  us  to  lay  aside 
every  weight,  that  w^e  may  run  the  race  that 
is  set  before  lis,  and  endure  to  the  end. 

Thus,  O  Lord,  let  thy  word  abide  in  us, 
and  maintain  its  influence  over  our  hearts. 
And  thus  bless  not  only  us,  but  all  who 
heard  it  yesterday.  Let  that  grace  through 
which  they  were  favoured  with  the  ministry 
of  the  Gospel,  be  further  glorified,  in  be- 
stowing on  them  a  heart  to  think  seriously 
on  its  great  truths,  and  to  pray  earnestly 
for  its  inestimable  blessings.  And  teach  us 
all  to  set  a  proper  value  on  thy  word  ;  not 
only  holding  it  in  high  estimation,  but 
honouring  it  likewise  in  our  daily  practice. 


May  we  through  Hfe  faithfully  follow  its 
directions.  Let  us  make  it  our  companion 
in  solitude,  and  enjoy  it  Jis  our  solace  in 
affliction,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ; 
to  whom  with  the  Father,  and  the  lioly 
Ghost,  be  all  honour  and  glory.     Amen. 

Ott?^  Father,  ^^c. 
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MONDAY  EVENING. 

Complaining  of  the  improper  Influence 
ivhicli  the  World  hath  upon  us. , 

Most  Good  and  Gracious  God,  thy 
patience  and  mercy  toward  sinners  encou- 
rage us  to  approach  Thee.  Unworthy  as  we 
are  of  the  least  of  thy  mercies^  thy  grace 
emboldeneth  us  to  come  and  ask  for  the 
,  continuance  of  that  goodness,  which  w^e 
have  often  so  ill  requited,  and  yet  so  con- 
stantly experience. 

We  cannot  look  back,  O  Lord,  upon  any 
of  our  days,  without  seeing  great  cause  of 
humiliation.  Even  the  best  of  them  will 
serve  to  show  that  we  stand  in  need  of 
forgiveness.  Though  we  may  have  been 
kept  from  openly  transgressing  thy  laws,  yet 
we  see  that  we  must  still  put  our  trust  en- 
tirely in  thy  mercy  ;  for  when  we  inquire, 
how  our  hearts  have  been  affected  toward 
God  through  the  day,  O  how  forgetful  of 
Thee  do  we  often  find  them  to  have  been  ! 
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How  long  shall  it  continue  thus  with  us  ! 
How  long  shall  our  minds  be  so  much  en- 
gaged by  temporal  things,  and  so  little  by 
those  which  are  spiritual !  O  Thou  who  art 
in  heaven,  look  down  upon  us  who  are  on 
earth,  and  draw  our  thoughts  and  affections 
toward  Thyself.  Let  our  hearts  be  more 
under  the  influence  of  religion.  Here  we 
see  many  walking  in  a  vain  shadow,  and 
disquieting  themselves  in  vain  ;  O  Lord,  let 
it  not  be  so  with  us. 

Since  our  life  is  but  a  sojourning  here, 
may  we  pass  the  time  of  it  in  fear,  and  faith ; 
with  circumspection,  and  with  hope.  Suffer 
us  not  to  spend  our  money  for  that  which  is 
not  hread,  nor  our  labour  for  that  which  sa- 
tisfieth  not.  Let  us  not  follow  after  vain 
things,  nor  look  for  our  rest  in  a  changing 
world ;  but  may  we  long  to  see  thy  goodness, 
O  Lord,  in  the  land  of  the  living.  Let 
heaven  be  accounted  our  home ;  and  thither 
may  our  desires  be  habitually  tending. 

We  humbly  beseech  Thee,  in  the  name 
of  that  Saviour  who  died  for  our  sins,  to 

k2 


132  MONDAY   F.VKXTNG. 

forgive  our  aptness  to  be  too  much  affected 
by  the  things  of  this  Hfe ;  for  we  consider 
it  not  only  as  one  of  the  sad  fruits  of  our 
depravity,  but  as  a  sign  that  v^e  have  not 
duly  improved  by  the  light  which  Thou 
hast  afforded  us.  O  Lord,  it  is  not  only 
forgiveness,  but  the  cure  of  this  evil,  for 
which  we  would  pray.  Grant  us  this  mercy 
likewise,  for  thy  dear  Son's  sake. 

We  pray  also,  that  all  who  name  the  name 
of  Christ  may  depart  from  iniquity ,  and 
walk  as  children  of  the  light  and  the  day. 
Pour  out  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  on 
them  ;  that  they  may  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
God  our  Saviour  by  their  diligence,  pa- 
tience, zeal,  and  love.  O  grant  that  a  cold 
and  lifeless  profession  of  religion  may  not 
content  men.  And  if  it  appear  in  thy  house, 
let  it  not  pass  unnoticed,  nor  unreproved, 
by  the  Ministers  of  thy  word. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  do  Thou  who  hast  been 
gracious  to  us  this  day,  continue  thy  mercies 
to  us  through  the  night.  I^et  no  evil  come 
nigh  our  dwelling,  or  the  dwelling  of  ^ny 
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who  are  dear  to  us.  We  commend  to 
thy  favour  all  those  for  whom  it  is  our 
bounden  duty  to  pray;  particularly  be- 
seeching Thee  to  remember  the  children 
of  affliction.  Enable  them  to  lift  their 
eyes  to  Thee,  from  whom  cometh  our  help  ; 
and  from  whom  cometh,  not  only  present 
assistance,  but  everlasting  consolation,  and 
good  hope  through  grace, 

O  Gracious  Father,  pity  the  children  of 
this  world,  who  know  not  how  to  use  pros- 
perity, nor  whither  to  go  for  sound  com- 
fort when  they  are  in  affliction.  Send  forth 
thy  word,  and  enlighten  them  that  sit  in 
darkness  ;  that  they  may  know  how  to  live, 
and  how  to  die;  how  to  enjoy  with  safety, 
and  suffer  with  advantage.  O  let  those 
whom  Thou  hast  blessed  with  this  wisdom, 
be  abundantly  thankful  for  it,  and  live  in 
the  exercise  of  it,  to  the  end  of  their  days; 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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TUESDAY  MORNING. 

Deprecating  the  Departure  of  God  from  us. 

O  Adorable  and  Ever-Blessed  God, 
without  whose  help  man  is  not  only  a  fee- 
ble, but  a  miserable  creature ;  look  down 
upon  us  this  morning,  with  thy  wonted 
compassion.  We  are  weak ;  but  Thou  art 
Almighty.  We  deserve  to  suffer ;  but  thy 
mercy  is  as  great  as  thy  power. 

Happy  is  it  for  us,  that  though  we  have 
destroyed  oursehes,  there  is  help  in  Thee  : 
O  enable  us  to  seek  for  that  help.  Let  not 
pride  make  us  blind  to  our  wants  and  weak- 
nesses ;  nor  despair  prevent  our  applying 
for  what  thy  mercy  hath  provided  for  us. 

O  Lord,  our  misdeeds  testify  against  us  ; 
but  thy  word  declareth,  that  there  is  forgive- 
ness with  Thee.  Encouraged  by  this,  we  cast 
ourselves  on  thy  mercy  :  for,  O  God  of  all 


THIRD  WEEK.  135 

grace,  we  have  no  other  resource.  To 
whom  could  we  go,  if  Thou,  who  alone  hast 
the  words  of  eternal  life,  shouldest  forbid 
us  to  approach  thy  throne  ! 

Adored  be  thy  goodness,  that  this  hope- 
less case  is  not  ours.  We  therefore  draw 
near  to  Thee.  But  we  come  in  the  name 
of  Him  who  died  for  our  sins.  Hear,  O 
Father  of  mercies,  the  sinner's  Advocate 
in  our  behalf;  that  we  may  be  accepted 
and  blessed  in  thy  beloved  Son. 

O  Lord,  it  is  not  merely  to  be  saved  from 
punishment  that  we  make  our  prayer  to 
Thee  ;  we  beg  not  only  that  thine  anger  may 
be  turned  away  from  us,  but  that  we  may 
be  delivered  from  all  disaffection  of  heart 
to  thy  will  and  thy  ways.  " 

Remember  that  ancient  promise  of  thine, 
and  fulfil  it  to  us,  I  will  take  away  the 
heart  of  stone,  and  give  you  an  heart  of  flesh. 
O  be  it  unto  us  according  to  this  thy  word. 
Take  away  from  us  all  that  is  stupid,  all 
that  is  dark,  all  that  is  hardened  ;  and  give 
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unto  us  that  wise  and  holy  fear,  which  wilj 
preserve  us  from  evil.  And  may  this  gra- 
cious principle  be  daily  acquiring  strength ; 
that  we  may  live  in  holiness,  hninihty, 
and  peace,  under  all  our  infirmities,  and 
amidst  all  the  teipptations  with  which  we 
are  surrounded. 

May  it  please  Thee  to  bless  us  i^  our 
family  intercourse.  Unite  our  hearts  to 
Thee,  and  to  one  another.  Make  us  to 
love  Thee  above  all ;  and  ^ijay  Yfe  loy^  ong 
another  for  Christ's  sake- 

O  be  our  defender  this  day.  All  things 
ar0  nalied  arid  open  to  Thee.  Thou  s^est 
the  snares  that  maybe  set  for  our  feet :  and 
Thou  knovyest  all  pur  weakness ;  Send 
us,  therefore,  help  from  thy  holy  plflc^* 
Leave  us  not,  neither  forsake  us,  O  God  of 
our  salvation,  but  be  Thou,  all  through  the 
day>  our  strength  and  shield. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  not  only  that  w.q 
Pftey  be  kept  from  falling,  but  that  we  may 
gQfoi:\Y^rd  in  the  path  of  thy  commandment^. 
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Give  new  vigour  to  our  best  desires.  Enable 
us  to  overcome  every  hindrance,  and  to  go 
from  strength  to  strength,  till  at  length  we 
are  made  meet  to  he  partakers  of  the  inhe- 
ritance of  the  saints  in  light. 

Thus  do  Thou  bless  all  who  call  upon  thy 
Name.  Let  not  the  children  of  lighf  be 
less  wise  in  their  generation,  than  the  chil- 
dren of  this  world  ;  But  may  their  earnest- 
ness in  religion  be  such  as  becometh  th^ 
grandeur  and  glory  of  that  great  prize 
which  Thou  hast  set  before  them.  Lord, 
give  this  wisdom  to  all  those  who  have  i^ 
not,  and  increase  it  in  all  those  who  hay^ 
received  it ;  that  however  it  m^ay  be  with,  usi 
as  to  the  outward  man^  our  better  part  may, 
amidst  all  changes,  still  prosper  and  b^  i^ti 
health,  through  the  continued  grace  of  oujr 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  who  taugh^ 
us^  when  >ve  pray,  to  use  these  woi;^^  : 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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TUESDAY  EVENING. 

A  General  Prayer. 

O  God  our  Creator  and  Preserver, 
whose  goodness  is  as  great  as  thy  power, 
graciously  accept  the  worship  of  a  family, 
which  Thou  hast  this  day  preserved  from 
many  evils,  and  blessed  with  many  comforts. 

May  we  be  always  ready  to  perform  this 
reasonable  service.  Suffer  us  not  to  forget, 
O  Lord,  that  while  we  are  supported  by  the 
same  hand  which  provideth  food  for  all  the 
inferior  creatures,  Thou  hast  honoured  us, 
above  them.  It  is  our  privilege,  to  see 
Thee,  our  Creator,  in  the  administration  of 
thy  providence  over  all  things,  and  in  the 
supply  of  our  daily  comforts.  O  let  us  take 
delight  in  employing  our  faculties  to  the 
honour  of  thy  holy  name. 

We  would  devoutly  acknowledge  our 
dependance  on  Thee.     We  would  thank- 
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fully  declare  our  daily  obligations  to  love 
and  to  serve  Thee.  And  we  intreat  Thee 
to  accept  our  praises,  imperfect  as  they 
are,  for  the  blessings  of  which  we  have  this 
day  been  partakers. 

But,  O  Great  God,  our  necessities  lead 
us  to  present  ourselves  before  Thee  this 
evening;  for  we  know  of  no  effectual 
protection  from  danger,  but  in  the  care  of 
Divine  Providence.  Except  TJiou  heep  the 
city,  the  watchman  waheth  in  vain.  After 
we  have  done  all  that  we  can  for  our 
security,  there  will  remain  many  evils  to 
which  we  shall  be  exposed,  and  from  which 
Thou  alone  canst  preserve  us.  To  Thee, 
therefore,  do  we  look  for  our  preservation. 

O  Thou,  whose  favour  is  life,  let  it  be  our 
first  concern  to  obtain  that  favour,  and  do 
Thou,  in  mercy,  lead  us  to  seek  it  in  that 
way  in  which  it  is  to  be  found.  Since  Thou 
hast  expressly  declared  in  thy  word,  that 
there  is  no  name  given  under  heaven  whereby 
we  can  be  savedhwi  that  of  thy  blessed  Son, 
suffer  us  not  to  disregard  this  important 
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truth.  Ceasing  from  all  vain  confidence, 
inay  we  build  our  hope  on  that  foundation, 
wl^ich  Thou  Thyself  hast  been  pleased  to 

And  that  we  may  not  err,  either  in  this, 
or  any  other  matter  relating  to  our  sal- 
vation, let  us  not  lean  to  our  own  under- 
standing;  but  thankfully  use  the  means 
which  Thou  hast  ajBTorded  for  our  instruc- 
tion and  comfort.  May  we  submit  to  the 
dictates  of  thy  word,  with  the  simplicity 
of  children  ;  and  rejoice  in  it,  as  a  revela- 
tion adapted  to  all  the  wants  of  weak  and 
Siinful  man^ 

As  creatures  passing  fi-om  time  to  eter- 
nity, how  great  a  value  should  we  set  upon 
religious  knowledge  ;  how  seriously  should 
we  consider,  that  the  present  life  is  the  sea- 
son of  obtaining  it !  O  preserve  all  present 
from  letting  this  season  pass  unimproved  ; 
^nd  in  m^rcy  stay  their  departure  hence, 
tiJl  they  have  discovered  the  good  and  the 
right  way,  wliich  Icadeth  to  peace  and  to 
hpayen. 
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And  enable  us  to  act  suitably  to  the  de- 
gree of  religious  knowledge,  to  which  we 
may  attain.  Let  us  not  follow  that  which  is 
evil,  after  Thou  hast  shown  to  us  that  which 
is  good;  but  walk  in  that  path  which  Thou 
pointest  out  to  us,  and  continue  in  it  unto 
the  end.  So  shall  our  lives  be  holy  and 
happy :  for  Thou,  our  Merciful  God,  wilt 
be  with  us,  to  direct,  to  succour,  and  tf> 
bless  us,  both  here  and  hereafter.  Such 
hope  have  we,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Saviour ;  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray,  ,^f 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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Fair  true  Religion  as  a  governing  Principle. 

O  Merciful  God,  the  gracious  Author 
of  our  being,  and  the  source  of  all  that  ren- 
dereth  it  comfortable;  we  assemble  this 
morning,  to  acknowledge  thy  care  over  us 
during  the  last  night,  and  huiiibly  to  ask 
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that  thy  blessing  may  be  upon  us  during 
the  day  upon  which  we  have  now  entered. 

To  Thee,  O  Lord,  we  are  indebted  for 
every  good.  Our  health,  our  reason,  our 
capacities,  our  friends,  our  social  and  do- 
mestic comforts,  are  all  thy  gifts.  If  we 
have  any  advantages  above  others,  it  is 
from  Thee  that  we  received  them. 

Teach  us  devoutly  to  consider,  what  we 
owe  to  Thee  for  these  gifts.  We  are  ready 
enough  to  look  for  returns  of  gratitude  from 
those  whom  we  have  obliged :  But  O  how 
apt  are  we  to  fall  into  a  stupid  unmindful- 
ness  of  our  Divine  Benefactor  !  How  often 
do  we  fail  of  rendering  what  is  due  to  Him  ! 

How  inexcusable  is  this  forgetfulness ! 
How  brutish,  to  be  continually  receiving 
benefits,  and  yet  blind  to  the  very  hand 
which  bestoweth  them  !  Preserve  us,  we 
intreat  Thee,  from  such  insensibility ;  and 
make  us  at  all  times  to  see  thine  excellency, 
to  be  thankful  for  thy  goodness,  and  de- 
voutly to  regard  every  operation  of  thy  hand. 
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We  pray,  likewise,  for  such  a  sense  of 
thy  greatness  and  goodness,  as  shall  kindle 
in  us  an  earnest  desire  to  know  more  of 
Thee,  and  to  be  better  informed  how  we 
may  do  honour  to  thy  holy  name. 

O  Thou  who  art  the  "  Fountain  of  all 
wisdom,"  and  who  hast  promised  to  impart 
it  to  those  who  sincerely  seek  for  it,  we  be- 
seech Thee  to  be  our  instructor ;  for  there 
is  no  teaching  like  thine.     And  do  Thou 
not  only  bless  us  with  a  right  knowledge 
concerning  Thyself,  but  show  us  what  we 
are,  and  what  we  ought  to  be  ;  that  we  may 
approach  Thee  with  the  penitence  and  hu- 
miUty  which  become  offending  creatures. 
May  we  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
necessity    of  making  thy  mercy  our  only 
dependance  ;  and  look  for  it,  through  that 
appointed  Mediator,   to  whom   thy  Holy 
Scriptures  direct  the  eyes  of  sinful  men,  as 
their  Advocate  with  Thee. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  not 
only  see  where,  as  sinful  creatures,  we  must 
begin,  but  be  deeply  concerned  likewise  to 
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pursue  the  whole  course  df  Christictti  du- 
ties. Sanctify  out  hearts ;  that  we  vHAf 
todeavour  to  please  Thee.  Give  us  graci? 
to  walk  dccou'ding  to  the  ride  of  thy  ivdf^d, 
in  all  things.  May  we  of  this  house  oe  eii- 
abled  to  show  that  thy  Holy  Scriptures  are 
iibt  rtaci  anioftgst  us  in  vain.  Wfe  know  not 
ivhat  maty  befall  us  this  day  to  malk^  lis 
forget  whait  they  teach  iis :  Ste,  therfeft^re, 
bfe^efeth  Thee  so  to  strengthfeft  us  b^  ihf 
gr^cfe",  that  riothiinig,  however  trying,  tfiiy 
c^iise  ix^  to  dejifaft  from  their  irtstructidris, 
t)t  id  lose  ili^it  conifdrts. 

May  we  all,  in  our  respective  places,  act 
^  in  thjr  sight ;  so  slisill  thy  blessing  i^^st 
vtpon  thi§  fainily  :  Itete  mercij  and  truth  itill 
theh  itlbet  together,  and  righiebusness  and 
p^dce  embrace  each  other. 

We  humbly  ihtreat  Thee,  to  keep  tis  thi^ 
day  from  all  evil.  Keep  likewise,  O  Lordf, 
all  those  who  are  especially  dear  to  us. 
Look  with  compassion  oh'  those  ivTto  are 
ttoubled  in  mind,  bddy,  of  estate :  and 
grdnt  that  thi^ir  hedrfa  indy  h^  dpened  h 
12 
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receive  the  reproofs  and  instructions  of  thy 
word ;  that  while  they  are  stooping  under 
the  burden  of  affliction,  they  may  experi- 
ence the  comforts  of  rehgion.  Remember 
all  others  for  whom  we  ought  to  pray  ;  and 
bless  both  them  and  us,  with  whatever  Thou 
knowest  to  be  needful,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  in  whose  name  and  words 
we  further  address  Thee  : 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING. 

For  Peace  with  God. 

Almighty  and  Merciful  God,  Thou 
art  the  source  of  all  true  happiness.  From 
Thee  might  w^e  be  continually  deriving 
pleasure,  peace,  and  joy.  But  "we  forsake 
Thee,  the  fountain  of  living  waters ;  we 
transgress  thy  commandments  :  and  then, 
doubts  and  fears  take  possession  of  our 
souls,  and  peace  flies  from  our  hearts. 
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Yetj  O  Most  Good  and  Gracious  God, 
Thou  suppliest  sinful  man  with  the  means 
of  reconciUation  with  Thee^  We  adore 
Thee  for  thy  compassion  in  sending  thy  be- 
loved Son  into  the  world,  to  deliver  us  from 
guilt  and  condemnation.  We  were  not  able 
to  repair  the  breach  which  sin  had  made 
between  Thee  and  us ;  but  Thou  hast  raised 
up  One,  who  could  make  reconciliation  for 
otir  iniquities,  and  thereby  restore  a  friendly 
communication  between  God  and  man. 

To  this  blessed  Reconciler  help  us  to 
come,  deeply  repenting  of  all  our  offences  ; 
that  we  may  obtain  remission  of  our  sins, 
through  his  blood.  And  while  we  make  thy 
word  of  promise  our  only  ground  of  hope, 
may  we  honour  thy  merciful  declarations, 
by  a  full  confidence  in  them;  believing, 
that  Thou  art  not  only  able  to  save,  but 
willing  also  to  receive  us  into  thy  favour ; 
infinitely  as  it  is  above  our  deserts  to  be  so 
treated. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  that  it  may  be  more 
and  more  evident,  that  our  reliance  on  thy 
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Word  is  no  vain  presumption,  but  that  true 
and  living  faith  which  is  wrought  in  the 
heart  by  thy  Holy  Spirit.  May  we  make 
it  manifest  that  our  faith  is  of  this  kind,  by 
increasing  in  love  to  Thee,  and  by  the 
faithful  performance  of  every  duty  which 
we  owe  to  one  another. 

Suffer  us  not,  O  Lord,  to  grow  remiss  in 
these  things ;  for  if  we  do,  we  cannot  ex- 
pect to  enjoy  thy  consolations.  And  iSour 
offences  be  visited  with  the  rod,  grant  that 
the  chastening  matj  yield  the  peaceable 
fruits  of  righteousness. 

If  any  of  us  are  now  saying  peace  to  our- 
selves, when  titer e  i^  no  ground  for  peace, 
O  put  an  end  to  the  delusion.  Let  there 
not  he  joy  and  gladness,  when  thou  art  call- 
ing to  weeping  and  mourrmig :  Rather  let 
us  go  sorrowing  all  our  days  with  a  tender 
conscience,  than  be  buoyed  up  with  the 
unwarranted  joys  of  careless  and  presump- 
iuous  souls* 

Everlasting  thanks  be  rendered  to  Thee> 
J.  2 
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for  that  Holy  Word  of  thine,  which  show- 
eth  us  the  cause  of  our  miseries,  and  the 
source  of  real  happiness.  We  rejoice  that 
it  is  preached  among  us  ;  O  give  effect  to 
it,  that  the  eyes  of  men  may  be  enUghtened 
with  just  views  of  eternal  things,  and  their 
hearts  made  to  rejoice  in  thy  salvation. 

Let  not  thine  awful  denunciations  against 
sin  be  disregarded  ;  but  may  they  awaken 
all  who  are  exposed  to  them,  to  serious  con- 
sideration of  their  danger.  And  we  ear- 
nestly pray,  that  none  who  are  brought  to 
a  sense  of  their  sins,  may  either  be  driven 
to  despair,  or  quieted  by  delusive  views. 
O  let  peace  in  due  time  visit  the  troubled 
breast :  But  let  it  be  that  peace  which  is 
founded  on  thy  word  ;  and  which  none  can 
enjoy,  but  those  who  turn  to  Thee  with 
their  whole  heart. 

And  that  we  may  be  preserved  both 
from  unreasonable  fears,  and  presumptuous 
hopes,  give  us  grace  to  meditate  in  thy  law, 
day  and  night,  and  to  pray  without  ceasing, 
that  every  truth  of  thy  word  may  efFectu- 
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ally  influence  our  hearts  and  lives ;  that 
being  well  grounded  in  the  doctrines  of 
truth,  and  walking  in  thy  fear  from  day  to 
day,  we  may  feel  a  holy  and  substantial 
joy  increasing  in  us,  the  nearer  we  draw  to 
the  end  of  our  course. 

Forgive,  O  Merciful  God,  all  the  sins  of 
this  day.  Accept  our  thanks  for  all  our 
blessings  ;  and  continue  thine  undeserved 
goodness  to  us  this  night,  for  the  sake  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Mediator  and  Advocate  ; 
instructed  by  whom,  we  thus  conclude 
our  humble  supphcations  : 

Our  Father^  8^'c. 
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For  Grace  to  be  Followers  of  those  who 
through  Faith  and  Patience  have  entered 
into  eternal  Rest. 

O  Thou  Ever-Blessed  God,  who  art 
righteous  in  all  thy  ways,  and  holy  in  all  thy 
worlcs,  teach  us,  under  all  circumstances,  to 
honour  thy  Providence  and  Grace.  When 
we  are  full,  let  us  not  forget  the  Lord  our 
God.  When  our  heart  is  overwhelmed,  lead 
us  to  thyself,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the 
God  of  all  comfort. 

Thou  canst  make  our  greatest  sufferings 
beneficial  to  us.  Thou  knowest  how  to 
make  poverty  a  blessing :  Thou  canst  give  us 
reason  to  be  thankful  for  pains  and  sickr 
ness ;  and  from  death.  Thou  9<rt  able  to, 
take  away  all  that  is  dreadful.  How  many 
pf  thy  servants,  O  Lord,  hast  Thou  thus 
favoured !  accompanying  them  in  the  dark 
valley,  and  enabling  them  to  pass  througl^ 
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it y  fearing  no  evil.  O  praised  be  the  name 
of  our  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sting  of 
death,  and  giveth  to  his  dying  servants,  a 
victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Whenever  we  hear  of  these  things,  (and 
especially  when  we  ourselves  are  witnesses 
of  them)  let  us  not  fail  to  learn  the  im- 
portant lessons  in  which  they  instruct  us. 
Thou  teachest  us  hereby,  the  value  of  a 
good  hope  through  grace  ;  for  we  see  what  a 
refuge  Thou  art  in  the  day  of  trouble,  to 
those  who  trust  in  Thee.  And  shall  we  see 
this,  without  reflection  and  prayer  ?  O 
Lord,  whenever  we  see,  or  hear  of,  a  dying 
saint  rejoicing  in  thy  salvation,  let  each  of 
us  say  with  ardent  desire.  Bless  me  ;  even 
me  also,  O  my  Father. 

And  when  Thou  art  pleased  to  call  those 
hence  who  are  dear  to  us,  give  us  grace  to 
surrender  them  up  to  Thee,  in  a  right 
spirit.  Let  not  our  grief  for  the  loss  of 
even  the  excellent  of  the  earth  exceed  its 
due  bounds.  Enable  us  to  give  thanks  to 
Thee,  for  not  having  taken  them  away  from 
ps    sooner.      Instead    of   employing    our 
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thoughts  on  the  loss  of  their  company,  let 
us  employ  them  on  the  examples  they  have 
left  us.  Let  us  remember,  how  they  showed 
us  the  way  of  peace.  Let  us  remember,  how 
Thou  didst  strengthen  them  to  resist  the 
influence  of  general  wickedness.  Let  us  not 
forget  the  patience  Thou  gavest  them  in 
suffering,  and  the  composure  with  which 
they  were  blessed  in  death.  And  by  the 
recollection  of  these  things,  may  we  be  en- 
couraged and  excited  to  pray  for  that  grace 
which  made  them  what  they  were. 

O  let^  us  be  partakers  with  those  whom 
Thou  hast  set  apart  for  thyself  Shed  upon 
us  that  light,  with  which  Thou  hast  blessed 
them.  Renew  our  souls,  as  Thou  hast  re- 
newed theirs.  Give  us  that  repentance  to- 
tvard  God,  that  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  that  love  to  God  and  man,  which 
Thou  hast  wrought  in  their  hearts ;  that  we, 
walking  as  they  walk,  may  find  God  with 
us,  as  he  hath  ever  been  with  his  servants, 
a  light,  a  glory,  and  a  defence. 

Look  in  mercy,  O  Lord,  upon  all  in  tliis 
house,  and  suffer  not  the  eyes  of  any  one  to 
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be  dazzled  with  the  false  glory  of  this  pe- 
rishable world.  *[Look,  especially,  on  the 
younger  branches  of  this  family,  and  let 
not  their  inexperienced  minds  be  led  away 
by  the  deceitful  appearances  of  present 
things.  Give  them  grace  to  seek  Thee  early y 
that  they  may  he  glad  and  rejoice  all  their 
days,  O  that  from  this  time,  they  may 
each  owe  cry  unto  Thee,  My  Father!  Thou 
art  the  guide  of  my  yonth.'] 

Teach  us,  O  Lord,  by  every  instance  of 
human  mortality,  to  cease  from  man,  and  to 
fix  our  dependance  on  Him  who  sayeth  to 
his  Church,  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  world.  What  though  our 
tender  Parents  die ;  what  though  the  Friend 
who  is  as  our  own  soul,,  or  the  Pastor  by  whose 
care  and  labours  we  have  been  edified,  be 
taken  from  us  ;  Jesus  ever  liveth ;  and  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us,  O 
that  every  stroke  which  separateth  the  crea- 
ture from  us,  may  serve  to  unite  us  more 
closely  to  the  Creator !  On  Him  may  we  live. 

*  The  part  within  the  brackets  to  be  omitted,  if  there  be 
no  young  persons  in  the  family. 
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To  whom  shall  the  Widow,  or  the  Orphan 
look,  but  to  Him  who  is  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  for  ever;  and  who  is  able  to 
make  all  things  worh  together  for  our  good*? 

Gracious  Lord,  let  us  not  look  only  on 
the  things  which  are  temporal :  hut  on  those 
also  which  are  eternal:  and  let  the  things 
of  eternity  have  the  greatest  influence  on 
us.  On  all  occasions,  may  we  remember 
that  the  time  is  shoi^t^  and  that  it  becometh 
us  to  iveep  as  though  we  ivept  not;  and  to 
rejoice  as  though  we  rejoiced  not.  Let  not 
our  hearts  be  improperly  affected,  nor  our 
attention  be  called  off  from  the  great  busi- 
ness of  life,  by  any  of  the  events  of  the  pre- 
sent state.  May  we  daily  remember,  that 
our  Lord  is  coming  ;  and  like  faithful,  dili- 
gent, and  happy  servants,  may  we  gird  up 
the  loins  of  our  mind,  be  sober,  and  hope  ta 
the  end,  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought 
mito  us  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Amen. 

Qur  Father,  ^c, 
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THURSDAY  EVENING, 

A  Prayer  for  Growth  in  Grace, 

Help  us  to  draw  near  to  Thee,  O  Thou 
Searcher  of  the  heart,  with  reverence  and 
godly  fear.  Though  we  are  permitted  to 
approach  thy  throne,  let  us  not  forget  how 
utterly  unworthy  we  are  of  this  favour ;  and 
when  we  address  ourselves  to  Thee,  let  us 
not  only  utter  the  penitent  sinner  s  lan^ 
guage,  but  feel  likewise  his  contrite  heart. 

How  ought  we  to  hlush  and  he  ashamed 
to  lift  up  our  faces  unto  Thee,  O  Most  Holy 
God !  Day  after  day  bringeth  some  new 
proof  of  thy  goodness,  and  layeth  upon  us 
some  new  obligation  to  love  and  serve  Thee;; 
but  we  still  remain  weak  and  sinful  crea-- 
tures  :  producing  but  few  and  feeble  signs 
of  zeal  in  thy  service,  or  love  to  thy  name, 

O  Thou  Good  Physician  of  the  soul,  look 
upon  our    disordered   nature.     Canst  not 
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Thou  strengthen  that  which  is  weak,  and 
heal  that  which  is  diseased  ?  We  believe,  O 
Lord,  that  Thou  art  not  only  able,  but 
willing  to  Jill  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings. 
But  we  fail  in  seeking  to  Thee  for  these 
things.  We  know  that  we  stand  in  need  of 
them  ;  but  we  have  too  little  of  that  hun- 
gering  and  thirsting  after  them,  which  we 
ought  to  feel. 

O  strengthen  our  better  desires ;  for  they 
are  too  languid.  Make  vl^ fervent  in  spirit^ 
serving  the  Lord.  Let  us  not  forget  how 
much  we  have  to  do,  and  how  little  there 
may  be  left  of  life.  Suffer  none  of  us  to 
shorten  the  time  which  Thou  hast  given  us 
for  the  work  of  salvation,  by  making  it  late 
ere  we  begin ;  and  when  we  begin,  O  let 
us  not  be  slothful  in  that  work,  but  pursue 
it  with  great  earnestness. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  that  those  who  have 
begun  to  live  to  Thee,  may  be  preserved  from 
over-rating  their  attainments  in  religion. 
Let  us  not  be  in3ensible  of  what  there  may 
be  still  wanting  in  us.    Show  us  liow  much 
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there  may  be  yet  to  subdue,  to  bring  down, 
or  to  cast  out.  May  we  know  where  we 
stand ;  that  we  may  be  filled  with  shame 
at  perceiving  how  little  progress  we  have 
made,  and  be  excited  to  greater  diligence. 

Guard  us,  O  Almighty  Defender,  fi-om 
the  influence  of  every  thing  that  may  bring 
on  any  indifference  of  heart  toward  Thee. 
Preserve  us  from  all  corrupt  principles. 
Keep  us  from  engaging  in  any  ensnaring 
employment.  Let  us  not  follow  any  customs, 
nor  be  led  into  any  connections,  which 
may  deprive  us  of  that  simplicity  and 
earnestness,  with  which  a  Christian  should 
follow  his  Lord  and  Saviour. 

Blessed  be  thy  name  for  all  the  enjoy- 
ments of  this  day.  To  Thee,  Gracious  Lord, 
we  look  for  preservation  this  night.  Let  the 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanse  us  from  all  our 
sins  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  work  in  our 
hearts  a  true  repentance  of  every  unholy 
thought,  word,  and  action.  May  all  w^ho 
are  dear  to  us,  lie  down  on  their  beds 
with  these  desires.  We  commend  all  the 
4 


i58  FRIDAY  MORNING. 

children  of  men  to  Thee,  O  God  of  grace,^ 
beseeching  Thee,  to  supply  their  several 
wants ;  but  especially,  their  spiritual  wants. 
O  that  thy  way  may  be  known  upon  earthi 
and  thy  saving  health  among  all  nations. 

Hear  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  Most  Merciful 
Lord,  in  these  our  humble  requests,  which 
we  conclude  in  the  words  in  which  our 
Saviour  taught  us  to  address  Thee  : 

Our  Father,  ^Ci 
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That  we  may   improve   by  what   we  are 
taught  in  the  Sufferings  of  Christ. 

O  LORD,  thy  judgments  are  unsearch- 
able,  and  thy  ways  past  finding  out !  Some- 
thing we  know  of  Thee  :  but  it  is  because 
Thou  hast  revealed  thyself  to  man.     ThoUf 
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seest  his  ignorance,  and  in  compassion  to 
his  soul,  Thou  instructest  him ;  that  he 
may  savingly  know  that  God  with  whom 
he  hath  to  do. 

Yet  who  can  comprehend  all  thy  ways  ? 
Nor  are  thy  ways  of  mercy  the  least  of 
those  wonders  which  ought  to  fill  us  with 
devout  admiration.  O  what  is  man  that 
Thou  shouldest  be  mindful  of  him  !  Seeing 
we  forsook  thy  covenant j  and  like  sheep  wejit 
astray  from  Thee,  why  were  we  not  left  ta 
he  filed  with  our  own  wretched  devices  ! 

O  Lord,  we  are  not  able  to  express  the 
greatness  of  that  mercy  which  Thou  hast 
displayed  in  the  redemption  of  man.  May 
we  be  deeply  affected  with  the  Riches  of  thy 
grace ;  that  our  hearts  may  adore  Thee^ 
though  our  lips  cannot  show  forth  the  half, 
nor  the  thousandth  part  of  thy  praise. 

Thou  hast  opened  a  Door  of  hope  to 
us,  through  the  sufferings  and  death  of  thy 
dear  Son.  Give  us  a  due  sense  of  what  we 
©we  to  Thee  for  this  grace;  and  let  the 
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name  of  that  Saviour,  who  endured  so  much 
for  us,  be  ever  dear  to  us.  Fix  it  deeply 
in  our  memory,  that,  whatever  else  we 
forget,  we  may  always  remember,  with  de- 
vout affection,  the  great  love  wherewith  He 
loved  us. 

And  while  we  thankfully  embrace  the 
benefits  of  his  death,  let  our  souls  be 
deeply  impressed  with  the  heinousness  of 
sin ;  so  awfully  shown  as  it  is,  in  the  sacri- 
fice of  thy  dear  Son  for  its  expiation. 

O  We  further  pray,  that  the  contemplation 
of  a  Saviour  offering  himself  up  for  our 
redemption,  may  have  its  proper  effect 
upon  us,  with  respect  to  this  world.  May 
it  raise  our  minds  above  the  shadows  and 
trifles,  on  which  we  are  too  apt  to  em- 
ploy them ;  and  fix  them  more  on  that 
glorious  kingdom,  now  "  opened  to  all  be- 
lievers." 

Incline  our  hearts,  O  Lord,  to  practise 
that  love  to  our  neighbour,  which  we  are 
taught  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.     Ever  r< 
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iiiembering  that  the  Good  Shepherd  laid 
down  his  life  for  the  sheep,  let  us  never  shut 
up  our  bowels  of  compassion  against  our 
brother.  Let  thine  Holy  Spirit  implant  in 
us  that  mind  that  ivas  in  Christ ;  that  we 
may  love  one  another,  with  a  pure  heart  fer- 
vently, and  ever  account  it  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive. 

And  since  Thou  hast  not  withheld  thine 
only  Son  from  us,  let  us  not  refuse  to  sur- 
render any  thing  which  Thou  mayest  call 
us  to  resign.  If  Thou  tahest  away,  let  us 
remember  what  Thou  hast  given. 

Let  us  learn,  by  the  meek  example  of  a 
persecuted  Master,  to  suffer  with  patience, 
whenever  we  have  to  taste  of  the  cup  of 
affliction.  Let  the  remembrance  of  our  sins, 
and  our  Saviour,  silence  all  complaints; 
and  may  we  be  principally  concerned  to 
show,  how  He  who  patiently  bore  his  own 
cross,  hath  taught  us  to  carry  ours. 

And  we  pray,  that  not  only  we,  but  that 
others  also  may  look  to  a  crucified  Saviour 
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for  eternal  life.  Since  our  Lord  hath  been 
lifted  up,  may  all  men  he  drawii  to  him.  Let 
his  Gospel  be  published  in  every  nation ; 
that  there  may  be  great  joy  in  every  part 
of  the  world.  Give  him,  O  Father,  the 
heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth  for'  his  possession. 

And  may  that  precious  blood  which  was 
shed  for  the  remission  of  sins,  plead  for  the 
pardon  of  those  crimes  with  which  the 
Christian  name  hath  been  disgraced.  For- 
give the  sins  by  which  the  doctrine  of  a 
holy  and  benevolent  Saviour  hath  been  mis- 
represented to  heathen  nations.  And  grant, 
that  none  of  us  may  ever  have  to  answer 
for  causing  the  way  of  truth  to  be  evil 
spoken  of. 

f^  Help  us  to  live  this,  and  every  day,  in 

the  comforting  and  sanctifying  hope  of  see- 
ing our  Saviour  in  his  heavenly  kingdom. 
O  let  the  glorious  hour  come,  when  we  shall 
behold  that  head  which  was  once  pierced 
with  thorns,  adorned  with  many  crowns. 
Let  us  be  continually  advancing  toward  a 
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meetness  for   this  blessed  state,   througli 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  8^c. 


FRIDAY  EVENING. 


ThanMng  God /or  Hope. 


O  Blessed  God,  how  wonderful  is  thy 
condescension,  in  permitting  us  to  call  upon 
thy  name  !  How  great  is  thy  mercy,  in  tell- 
ing us  to  cast  our  burdens  upon  Thee! 
Many  of  them  are  such  as  we  have  brought 
upon  ourselves,  through  our  sinfulness ;  and 
we  deserve  to  feel  the  whole  weight  of 
them:  yet  such  is  thy  compassion,  that 
Thou  offerest  to  support  us,  and  sustainest 
us  when  we  are  fainting. 

m2 
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O  how  blessed  are  tliexj  who  have  Thee  for 
their  help  !  Grant  that  every  one  of  this 
family  may  know  what  that  blessedness  is. 
For  ere  long,  O  God,  we  shall  all  be  sen- 
sible, that  there  is  nothing  truly  desirable 
but  the  good  of  thy  chosen.  In  a  little  time? 
all  worldly  objects  will  vanish.  Wealth, 
and  pleasure,  and  art,  and  science,  will  be 
no  more :  and  they  who  live  and  die  re- 
gardless of  thy  gracious  counsel  will  fall 
with  them.  But  the  godhj  man  Thou  hasf 
set  apart  for  Thyself  Thou  }\?L^t  formed 
thy  people  for  Thyself:  and  to  all  eternity, 
they  shall  shew  forth  thy  praise  !  O  let  us 
have  our  portion  with  them ! 

But  whence  do  we  derive  encourage- 
ment to  expect,  that  this  desire  will  be 
granted  ?  O  Lord,  if  we  have  a  good  hope, 
it  is  through  grace  that  we  have  it.  Hadst 
not  Thou  given  to  us  a  Saviour  to  make  re- 
conciliation for  i7ii(juity,  we  should  have  had 
no  ground  of  hope.  Were  not  thy  Holy 
Spirit  to  sanctify  the  heart,  we  should  be 
desirous  of  nothing  better  than  what  this 
world  may  afford.     We  obtain  no  spiritual 
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comfort  by  our  own  power,  but  by  thine 
abundant  mercy.  We  therefore  bless  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
whohath  begotten  us  to  a  lively  hope,  through 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the 
dead. 

We  would  thank  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  the 
present  supports,  as  well  as  for  the  future 
prospects,  which  thy  word  afFordeth  us. 
Thou  art  God  all-sufficient ;  and  they  who 
love  thy  name  may  rejoice  therein,  in  the 
darkest  times,  and  in  the  greatest  difficul- 
ties. Let  that  be  our  happy  case.  Enable 
us  to  give  ourselves  to  Thee  ;  and  do  Thou 
fill  us  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 
May  we  so  abound  in  hope,  through  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  when  out- 
ward things  appear  to  be  against  us,  we  may 
encourage  ourselves  in  the  Lord  our  God. 
And  if  a  day  of  trying  visitation  come,  may 
we  glorify  Thee  in  it.  Let  it  be  seen,  that 
there  is  a  light  that  reacheth  us  in  this  dark 
world — that  we  have  a  refuge  to  flee  to, 
and  a  support  to  lean  upon. 
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Both  in  prosperity  and  adversity,  may 
we  show  what  it  is  to  have  passed  from 
death  unto  life.  May  we  commend  thy 
good  ways  to  men,  not  by  words  only,  but 
hy  pureness,  hy  knowledge,  hy  the  Holy 
Ghost,  by  love  imfeigned,  by  the  armour  of 
righteousness  on  the  i^ight  hand  and  on  the 
left. 

But,  O  Lord,  we  cannot  call  these  duties 
to  mind,  without  recollecting  how  often  we 
fail  in  them.  We  would  acknowledge  the 
offence  with  godly  sorrow,  and  earnestly 
intreat  Thee  not  to  leave  us  to  ourselves  : 
lest  we  should  again  fall  into  the  things  of 
which  we  accuse  ourselves.  Be  continually 
present  with  the  help  of  thy  grace ;  that 
our  attention  to  duty  in  future  may  be 
increased,  by  the  penitent  recollection  of 
past  remissness. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  mercies  of  this 
day,  we  now  commend  ourselves,  our  dear 
relatives,  and  all  our  neighbours,  to  thy 
protection.     O  God  of  Mercy,  support  the 
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weak,  comfort  the  distressed,  and  supply 
the  wants  of  all,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord. 

Om'  Father,   ^x*. 


SATURDAY  MORNING. 
A  General  Prayer. 

O  Almighty  God,  the  Author  of  our 
being,  the  Father  of  our  spirits,  the  Source 
of  all  our  comforts ;  in  whose  hand  is  power 
and  might,  from  whose  compassion  we  de- 
rive the  hope  of  salvation,  and  to  whose 
Throne  we  have  access,  through  the  me- 
diation of  thy  blessed  Son ;  we  have  again 
to  praise  Thee  for  that  goodness,  which 
every  day  calleth  upon  us  for  a  thankful 
heart,  and  encourageth  a  humble  trust  in 
Thee. 

O  that  all  our  conduct  this  day  may  be 
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expressive  of  a  deep  sense  of  it.  Nor  suffer 
us  to  forget,  how  utterly  unworthy  we  are 
of  its  various  benefits. 

And  seeing  that  it  has  extended  so  far, 
as  even  to  provide  a  remedy  for  our  sinful- 
ness ;  giving  us  a  Saviour  to  atone  for  our 
transgressions,  and  grace,  if  we  earnestly 
seek  it,  to  purify  our  hearts  ;  let  the  consi- 
deration of  its  abundance,  fill  us  with  con- 
tinual thankfulness.  Enable  us,  while  we 
are  going  about  the  duties  of  our  calling, 
to  rejoice  in  what  thy  goodness  hath  already 
done  for  us,  and  what  it  will  continue  to 
do  for  us,  to  all  eternity,  if  we  follow  the 
directions  of  thy  holy  word,  in  waiting  for 
its  further  communications. 

We  humbly  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  be  our 
defender  this  day  from  every  evil  to  which 
we  are  liable.  But  above  all,  we  would  im- 
plore thy  help  against  whatever  may  tempt 
us  to  sin  against  Thee.  Keep  us  not  only 
from  gross  offences,  but  from  whatever  may 
in  any  degree  be  unbecoming  the  Gospel 
qf  Christ.    We  pray  that  on  every  occasion 
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of  exercising  a  Christian  spirit,  we  may 
prove,  that  Thou  hast  blessed  us  with  this 
grace. 

Guide  us  in  all  our  concerns.  Prepare 
us  for  whatever  may  come  upon  us.  Ena- 
ble us  to  view  thy  hand,  in  every  com- 
fort bestowed  on  us;  and  to  submit  to 
thy  will,  in  every  trial  Thou  permittest  to 
befall  us. 

And  let  us  follow  the  direction  of  thy 
holy  word,  by  caring  for  others  as  well  as 
for  ourselves.  Give  us  such  a  sympathy 
with  those  who  suffer,  as  may  make  us 
ready  to  help  them  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power.  Pour  into  our  hearts  charity,  to 
cover  the  multitude  of  faults  ;  zeal,  to  la- 
bour for  the  good  of  others  ;  and  humility, 
to  feel,  when  we  have  done  all,  that  it 
beareth  little  proportion  to  what  hath  been 
done  for  ourselves,  by  Him  who  loved  us, 
and  gave  himself  for  us. 

Hear  us,  O  gracious  Lord,  now  com- 
mending ourselves,  and  all  who  are  near 
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and  dear  to  us,  to  thy  blessing,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Mediator  and  Redeemer, 
who  taught  us  thus  to  pray. 

Our  Father,  8fc, 


SATURDAY  EVENING. 

TJianksgwing  for  Health. 

Thus  far,  O  Thou  Gracious  Preserver  of 
men,  hast  Thou  brought  us.  We  would 
look  back  on  the  past  days  of  this  week, 
with  thankfulness  for  the  various  mercies 
received  at  thy  hands ;  among  which,  we 
would  now  particularly  call  to  mind,  the 
sweet  enjoyment  of  health. 

We  are  not  only  tvonderfully  made^  but 
wonderfully    preserved.      Sickness   is    on 
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either  hand ;  and  yet,  we  escape.  Death 
Cometh  near  to  us ;  but  toucheth  us  not. 
O  Lord,  it  is  to  thy  good  providence,  that 
we  must  ascribe  our  safety  amidst  these 
dangers. 

Grant,  O  God,  that  such  of  this  family 
as  have  been  thus  favoured  this  week,  may 
be  duly  sensible  of  what  they  owe  to  Thee 
for  the  blessing,  i  nd  to  those  whose 
health  hath  been  interrupted,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  feel  themselves  liable  to  sick- 
ness, give  thy  heavenly  grace ;  that  what 
they  feel  or  fear  from  this  cause,  may  have 
a  good  effect  on  their  soul. 

Teach  us,  when  we  feel  our  infirmities,  to 
receive  instruction  from  them.  May  they 
lead  us  to  consider,  that  there  is  an  ap- 
pointed time  to  man  upon  earth.  May  this 
consideration  excite  us  to  do  whatsoever 
our  hand  jindeth  to  do,  with  all  our  might. 
And  since  there  remaineth  a  rest  for  thy 
people y  O  grant  that  every  thing  which  mak- 
eth  us  feel  how  frail  ive  are,  may  cause  us  to 
turn  our  eyes  to  that  Heavenly  Canaan. 
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We  bless  Thee,  that  we  have  heard  of 
that  better  world,  and  of  that  way  to  it 
which  is  opened  to  us,  by  the  mediation  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  would  give 
Thee  thanks  also,  for  lengthening  out  our 
days;  for  thereby  the  accepted  time,  and  the 
day  of  salvation  continueth,  and  opportuni- 
ties of  acquiring  a  meetness  for  heaven  are 
multiplied.  O  that  we  may  so  employ  our 
lengthened  time,  that  the  longer  we  live, 
the  more  we  may  be  fit  to  die  ! 

Pardon,  O  Good  Lord,  those  in  this 
house  who  have  this  week  suffered  time  to 
be  totally  lost,  or  uselessly  applied.  And 
since  their  passing  hours  are  making  way 
for  the  end  of  all  things,  O  give  them  grace 
to  redeem  the  time ;  and  to  be  followers  of 
those  who  are  waiting  with  joy  for  the 
coming  of  our  Lord,  with  their  loins  girded, 
and  their  lights  burning. 

Praised  be  thy  name,  for  all  the  blessings 
which  thy  hand  hath  bestowed.  How  great 
is  thy  mercy  !  Who  can  recount  all  that  it 
doth  for  us !      It  findeth  us  a  habitation  to 
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dwell  in ;  it  provideth  us  a  bed  to  rest  on ; 
it  spreadeth  our  table,  procureth  us  cloth- 
ing, healeth  our  sickness,  bindeth  up  the 
heart  when  broken,  supporteth  the  mind 
when  burdened,  and  cheereth  the  spirit 
when  sorrowful— Yea,  it  pardoneth  our 
sins;  it  blotteth  out  our  iniquities ;  it 
snatcheth  us  as  brands  from  the  fire  ;  and 
carrieth  us  from  earth  to  heaven.  O  how 
many,  and  how  great  things,  have  we  to 
praise  Thee  for,  Most  Gracious  Lord ! 

We  would  look  forward  with  thankful- 
ness to  the  approaching  Sabbath.  We  would 
reckon  it  among  our  greatest  mercies,  that 
we  have  means  of  grace  afforded  us,  and 
days  of  holy  rest  to  attend  on  them.  Pre- 
serve us,  O  Lord,  this  night,  and  bring  us 
to  see  another  of  these  days.  May  we 
enter  on  it  with  joy,  and  attend  its  holy 
services,  with  a  mind  earnestly  desirous  of 
obtaining  all  the  benefits  for  which  they 
were  in  mercy  ordained.  Enable  us  to 
worship  Thee  in  the  beauty  of  holiness,  and 
to  receive  with  all  readiness,  whatsoever 
"  thy  Ministers  shall  deliver  out  of  thy 
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most  holy   word,    or   agreeable   to   the 


"  same." 


O  what  are  we,  that  the  Blessed  God 
should  look  upon  such  undeservmg  crea- 
tures !  We  are  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  thy 
mercies;  and  yet,  Thou  holdest  out  thy 
choicest  blessings  to  us !  Accept,  O  Lord, 
the  praise  which  is  due  to  Thee  for  all  we 
have,  and  all  we  hope  for,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ;  from  whose  instruction 
we  have  learned  thus  to  pray  unto  Thee  : 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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SUNDAY    MORNING. 

A  Prayer  for  the  Success  of  the  Gospel. 

Most  Holy  Lord,  accept  our  humble 
thanksgivings  for  the  preservation  Thou 
didst  afford  us  during  the  last  night,  and  for 
granting  us  the  favour  of  another  Sabbath. 

We  would  enter  upon  the  day,  with  a 
joyful  remembrance  of  that  pledge  of  a 
blessed  immortality,  given  to  us  in  our 
Saviour's  resurrection.  Blessed  be  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath  be- 
gotten to  us  a  lively  hope,  by  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead. 

In  imitation  of  the  first  followers  of 
Christ,  we  assemble  for  public  worship  on 
that  day  of  the  week  on  which  our  Saviour 
rose  from  the  dead.     May  our  meeting  to- 


A- 


^ 


ITC)  SUNDAY  MORNING. 

gether  be  blessed  with  that  grace  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  which  gave  life  to  the  first 
Christian  Assemblies.  O  let  those  blessed 
times  return,  when,  the  Spirit  being  poured 
out  front  on  high,  the  wilderness  became  a 
fruitfuljield.  Let  thy  word  still  be  glorified, 
by  the  conversion  of  many  hearts  to  Thee. 

Great  thanks  would  we  render  to  Thee, 
O  Lord,  that  we  are  yet  favoured  with  the 
means  of  grace.     Much  as  thy  day  hath 
been   disregarded,    and    much   as    public 
worship  hath  been  neglected,  these  things 
have  not  yet  provoked  Thee  to  deprive  us 
of  the  light  of  thy  Gospel.    O  continue  this 
blessing  among  us  still ;  and  make  us  more 
diligent  in  talcing  heed  unto  it,  as  unto  a 
light  that  shineth  in  a  dark  place.     Have 
mercy  on  those  who  value  not  this  great 
advantage ;  that  they  may  cease  to  loalk 
after  the  imaginations  of  their  own  heart, 
and  gladly  taking  thy  word  as  a  lamp  unto 
their  feet,  they  may  know  the  supports  and 
consolations  which  it  yieldeth  unto  thy  ser- 
vants.    Grant  also  that  those  poor  wan- 
derers, who  (not  knowing  the  things  that 
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belong  to  their  peace)  devote  this  day  to 
forbidden  pleasure,  may  be  brought  home 
to  thy  fold ;  and  made  to  rejoice  in  that  holy 
word  of  God  which  they  now  disregard. 

Let  this,  O  Lord,  be  a  day  of  comfort 
to  the  afflicted.  Let  the  oppressed,  the 
desolate,  the  troubled  in  mind,  flock  to  thy 
house,  and  there  find  relief.  O  let  them 
not  return  ashamed  ;  let  the  poor  and  needy 
pi^aise  thy  name. 

Bless  all  those  who  shall  wait  on  Thee 
this  day,  hungering  and  thirsting  after 
righteousness.  And  O  that  we  of  this 
family  may  thus  attend  thy  house.  The 
more  we  hear  concerning  God  and  heavenly 
things,  the  more  may  we  wish  to  hear. 

But  let  us  not  be  mere  hearers  :  May 
thy  Holy  Spirit  influence  us,  not  only  as  a 
spirit  of  wisdom,  but  as  a  spirit  of  love;  that 
we  may  give  our  heart  to  God;  and  that  it 
may  be  our  meat  and  drink  to  do  his  will. 

May   every  successive   opportunity   of 
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waiting  on  Thee  in  thy  house,  increase  in 
us  all  those  holy  dispositions,  by  which  thy 
servants  are  fitted  for  the  worship  of  hea- 
ven.     Thus  may  we  be  growing  rich  in 
faith  and  in  good  worhs.    But  still  may  we 
be  of  an  humble  spirit ;  and  remembering 
from  whom  it  is  that  every  good  and  perfect 
gift  Cometh,  may  we  be  always  saying.  Not 
unto  Its,  O  Lord,  but  to  thy  name  be  the 
praise. 

Let  us  from  day  to  day  be  kept  living 
like  the  blessed  expectants  of  a  better  state; 
waiting  with  humble  and  joyful  hope  for 
that  glorious  period,  when  our  Redeemer 
shall  appear   unto    our    complete   salva- 
tion : — when  the  last  storm  shall  blow  on 
the  Church;  when  the  last  dart  shall  be 
thrown  by  the  wiched  one ;  and  the  last 
enemy  shall  be  destroyed.     Now  to  God 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  be  glory 
for  ever.     Amen. 

Our  Father,  Sfc. 


:^« 
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SUNDAY   EVENING. 

Thanhsgivmg  for  Christ's  coming  into  the 
World. 

O  Thou  who  art  over  all,  God  blessed 
for  ever,  look  upon  us  ;  and  assist  us,  in 
offering  up  the  sacrifices  of  praise  and 
prayer.  Help  us  to  adore  Thee  for  the 
mercies  of  redemption.  IT  thine  holy  angels 
desire  to  look  into  these  things,  how  ought 
we,  for  whom  this  redemption  was  wrought, 
to  dwell  on  the  subject,  and  to  be  conti- 
nually ascribing  glory  to  the  God  of  Sal- 
vation ! 

We  would  be  thankful,  that  it  hath  been 
our  happy  lot  to  be  born  in  a  land  in  which 
the  blessed  tidings  of  this  grace  are  pub- 
lished. G  enable  us  rightly  to  conceive  of 
the  wonderful  loving  kindness  of  Him  who 
was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us.  En- 
large our  minds,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  he 
n2 
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better  able  to  comprehend  the  breadth,  and 
lengthy  and  depth,  and  height  of  the  love 
of  Christy  which  passeth  hnowledge. 

Teach  every  one  of  us,  the  greatness  of 
our  obhgations  to  that  blessed  Saviour, 
vfho  came  to  redeem  us  by  his  blood.  Make 
every  one  of  this  family  to  know  himself; 
that  he  may  learn  how  to  value  the  great 
love  of  Him,  Vfhogave  his  life  a  ransom  for 
sinners. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  that  none  of  those 
who  hear  of  his  name  may,  like  the  un- 
believing Jews,  reject  him.  Let  it  not  be 
said,  that  he  came  to  us,  and  we  received  him 
not.  May  we  receive  him  as  a  Saviour,  by 
believing  on  him  ; — as  a  Guide,  by  follow- 
ing him  ; — as  a  Fi^iend,  by  loving  him  ; — 
and  as  a  Master,  by  serving  him. 

Let  it  not  content  us,  O  Lord,  to  call  our- 
selves by  the  name  of  Christ ;  but  may  we 
remember,  that  he  came  into  the  world,  not 
merely  to  give  us  a  new  name,  but  to  make 
us  new  creatures.  Enable  us  then  to  put  qj 
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the  old  man  which  is  coi^upt;  and  to  put  on 
the  new  man,  ivhich^  after  God,  is  created 
in  righteousness  and  true  holiness. 

Be  graciously  pleased  to  open  the  eyes  of 
those  who  call  themselves  Christians,  and 
yet  consider  not  the  end  for  which  Christ 
came  into  the  world.  Grant  that  they  may 
see  what  true  Christianity  is ;  and  may  they 
partake  of  that  grace  by  which  thy  genuine 
disciples  are  preserved  from  sinful  pleasures, 
and  are  enabled  to  live  a  sober,  righteous^ 
and  godly  life,  in  this  present  world, 

O  Lord,  let  thy  kingdom  spread  on  the 
earth.  Scatter  the  darkness  which  pre- 
venteth  men  from  seeing  its  glory ;  weaken 
the  powers  which  oppose  its  progress  ;  and 
succeed  the  lawful  endeavours  of  all  those 
who  labour  for  its  extension. 

Bless,  in  particular,  all  who  are  called  to 
preach  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed 
God.  May  they  deliver  thy  word  with 
clearness,  and  force ;  and  may  thy  Holy 
Spirit  so  accompany  their  ministry,  that  it 
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may  bring  many  to  know  Thee,  the  only 
true  God,  and  to  live  in  the  faith  and 
love  of  the  Redeemer,  to  the  end  of  their 
days. 

And  may  the  word  of  thy  grace  vrhich 
we  hear  from  time  to  time,  make  us  more 
fruitful  in  every  good  work  ;  through  Jesus 
Christ,  our  only  Mediator  and  Advocate  : 
in  whose  name  and  words  we  further  call 
upon  Thee,  saying, 

Our  Father,  S^c. 
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That  we  may  set  God  always  before  us. 

All  thy  ivorks  praise  Thee,  O  Lord. 
They  show  forth  thy  wisdom,  power,  and 
goodness.  O  grant  that  we  may  behold 
them,  with  a  devout  mind. 
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Let  the  works  of  creation  call  forth  re- 
verence to  Thee,  the  Lord  our  Maker,  who 
stretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  earth. 

Let  thy  "  never-failing  providence,  which 
ordereth  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,** 
teach  us  to  praise  Thee  for  what  we  have  re- 
ceived, and  trust  in  Thee  for  what  we  want. 

But  above  all,  open  our  eyes  to  behold 
the  glories  of  thy  grace.  Let  our  hearts  be 
filled  with  wonder,  love,  and  praise,  for 
thine  "  inestimable  love  in  the  redemption 
of  the  world,  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

And  now,  O  Lord,  since  Thou  hast  been 
pleased  to  show  unto  us  these  wonders  of 
power  and  grace,  enable  us  to  walk  worthy 
of  the  vocation  wherewith  we  are  called.  We 
dwell  in  an  ensnaring  world,  and  our  na- 
ture is  frail :  O  look  upon  our  dangers  and 
our  weakness  ;  and  guard  us  this  day  from 
the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye^  and 
the  pride  of  life. 
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And  while  we  make  this  prayer  to  Thee, 
may  we  carefully  avoid  whatever  may  lead 
us  into  temptation.  Mmj  we  walk  ctrcum" 
spectly  ;  not  as  fools,  but  as  wise,  li  sinners 
therefore  entice  us,  suffer  us  not  to  consent 
to  them.  Or,  if  the  deceitfulness  of  sin  be 
working  in  the  heart  of  any  one  of  us, 
bi^eak  the  snare,  and  give  deliverance  to 
that  endangered  individual. 

And  lest  temptation  should  follow  us 
even  into  the  path  of  duty,  enable  us  to 
put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God;  that  we  may 
be  able  to  stand  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
Strengthen  us  with  the  aids  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit  for  every  conflict ;  that  although 
fiercely  assaulted,  we  may  endure;  and 
though  wounded,  we  may  still  continue  the 
good  fight  of  faith,  and  at  length  receive 
from  thy  gracious  hands  the  crown  of  life. 

O  Lord,  enable  us  to  go  forward  in  thy 
paths,  and  all  will  be  well ;  for  there  are 
mm^e  with  thy  people,  than  there  are  against 
them;  and  greater  is  He  that  is  in  them,  than 
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he  that  is  in  the  world.  But  while  we  re- 
joice in  these  considerations,  we  would  not 
forget,  that  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  watch 
and  pray  against  whatever  may  tempt  us 
to  depart  from  the  living  God. 

Let  us  not  be  ^o foolish  as  to  trust  in  our 
own  hearts,  or  rely  on  our  own  strength. 
We  would  come  to  Thee  again  and  again 
for  fresh  supplies  of  grace,  that  our  strength 
may  be  equal  to  our  day. 

These  inestimable  blessings  we  intreat 
Thee  to  pour  down,  not  only  upon  us,  but 
upon  others  likewise.  And  herein,  we  par- 
ticularly pray  for  our  dear  kindred.  Thy 
word  teacheth  us  to  seek  their  welfare,  like 
those  who  know  what  is  good  for  man :  we 
therefore  pray,  that  they  may  all  Icnow  the 
truth,  and  that  the  truth  may  make  them 
free.  Yea,  thus,  O  Lord,  would  we  pray 
for  all  mankind ;  O  that  the  Kingdoms  of 
this  World  may  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
Lord,  and  of  his  Christ. 

We  humbly  beseech  Thee,  O  Lord,  to 
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preserve  us  this  day  from  every  evil,  tem^ 
poral  and  spiritual,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. 

Oin-  Father,  ^c. 
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Thanhsgiving  for  our  national  Advantages, 
with  Prayer  that  they  may  be  continued, 
and  rightly  used, 

Tiiou,  O  Lord,  art  over  all,  blessed  for 
ever.  Thine  is  the  greatness,  and  the  glory, 
and  the  victory,  and  the  majesty.  Although 
thine  authority  is  but  little  regarded  among 
men,  yet  art  Thou  daily  showing  forth  thy 
goodness  ;  For  it  is  Thou  that  givest  rain 
and  fruitful  seasons ;  and  dividest  to  the 
nations  the  peculiar  blessings  which  they 
enjoy. 

Glory  be  to  thy  name  for  the  favours 
which  Thou  hast  showered  down  upon  our 
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land.  We  bless  Thee  for  a  fruitful  soil,  a 
healthy  climate,  a  mild  government,  and 
for  all  the  temporal  blessings,  with  which 
Thou  hast  distinguished  this  favoured  king- 
dom. 

But  most  of  all  we  bless  Thee,  for  causing 
the  light  of  thy  glorious  Gospel  to  reach  us, 
whose  forefathers  were  some  of  the  most 
ignorant  of  the  heathen  nations.  Through 
the  tender  merctj  of  our  God,  the  day-spring 
from  on  high  hath  visited  us,  to  give  light  to 
them  who  sit  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow 
of  death,  and  to  guide  our  feet  in  the  way 
of  peace. 

We  pray  Thee  to  give  us  a  thankful  sense 
of  all  our  mercies  ;  among  which,  we  count 
it  one  of  the  greatest,  that  we  live  under  a 
free  government.  How  seldom,  O  Lord, 
have  thy  servants  had  the  peaceable  pos- 
session of  this  privilege  !  How  generally 
hath  it  been  their  lot,  to  prosecute  their 
everlasting  concerns  under  the  frowns  of 
the  world,  and  often  at  the  hazard  of  their 
life !  But  we  sit  under  our  own  vine  and  Jig- 
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tree,  none  making  us  afraid.  May  we  be 
duly  sensible  of  the  worth  of  this  blessing  ; 
and  be  daily  praising  thy  name,  that  we 
can  enjoy,  in  such  a  world  as  this,  the  un- 
molested privilege  of  serving  God,  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience. 

O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  we  must  own 
with  shame,  that,  as  a  people,  we  have  not 
made  a  due  use  of  our  national  privileges. 
But  thy  word  encourageth  those  who  de- 
serve judgment,  to  sue  for  mercy.  Hear 
us  then,  O  God  of  all  grace^  intreating 
Thee,  in  the  name  of  thy  dear  Son,  to  be 
^t\[\  favourable  to  our  land. 

Bless  us  still  with  the  comforts  of  order, 
and  regular  government.  May  the  duties 
of  magistracy  be  faithfully  discharged ;  and 
the  powers  under  which  Thou  hast  placed 
us,  be  reverenced  by  the  good,  and  dreaded 
by  evil  men. 

Suffer  not  the  evil-designing  to  mislead 
the  minds  of  the  simple.  Guard  us  against 
those  ivhose  word  eafeth  like  a  canker.  And 
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that  our  minds  may  not  be  corrupted  by 
them,  let  thy  word,  O  Lord,  be  our  con- 
stant study,  and  our  rule  in  every  thing. 
Give  us  grace  faithfully  to  follow  the  di- 
rections of  those  Holy  Scriptures,  which 
enjoin  us  to  study  to  be  quiet,  and  do  our 
own  business  :  that  we  may  be  as  the  sons 
of  God,  harmless,  and  without  rebuhe,  in 
the  midst  of  the  croohed  and  perverse. 

We  pray  to  Thee  for  grace  to  repent  of 
all  our  negligence,  in  not  employing  our 
national  advantages  to  the  best  purposes  ; 
and  to  enable  us  to  make  a  better  use  of 
them,  for  the  time  to  come.  Blessed  be 
thy  name,  that  they  are  yet  continued  to 
us  :  O,  that  we  may  not  provoke  Thee  to 
take  them  away ! 

Pour  out  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
O  Lord,  upon  all  orders  of  men,  that  the 
fear  of  thy  name  may  be  found  among  high 
and  low,  rich  and  poor.  Grant  that  this 
holy  principle  may  increase  among  us ; 
that  the  peace  of  our  land  may  stand  on 
firmer  ground  :  for  thy  word  teacheth  us 
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to  consider  true  religion  as  the  greatest 
security  of  a  people. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  that  amidst  an 
awful  degeneracy  of  manners,  there  are 
many  who  not  only  call  themselves  Chris- 
tians, but  who  are  such  in  deed  and  in 
truth.     Lord,  increase  their  number  ! 

To  thy  providential  care  we  now  com- 
mend ourselves.  Be  our  protector  from 
every  evil  to  which  we  are  exposed.  These 
mercies  we  ask  in  the  name  of  that  adorable 
Mediator,  by  wliom  we  have  access  to  Thee, 
though  in  ourselves  unworthy  to  approach 
thy  throne. 

Our  Father^  ^c. 
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A  Prayer  for  the  Government  of  the 
Thoughts. 

O  Most  Gracious  Lord,  Thou  hast  mer- 
cifully heard  and  answered  the  supplications 
which  we  made  to  Thee  last  night.  We 
have  been  blessed  with  protection,  with 
peace,  and  with  rest.  We  appear  before 
Thee  again,  to  commit  ourselves  anew  to 
thy  care ;  that  we  may  be  preserved  from 
the  dangers  to  which  we  are  liable. 

Among  these,  let  us  account  our  liable- 
ness  to  hreak  thy  commandments,  as  the 
danger  most  to  be  feared.  And  may  we 
remember,  that  not  only  evil  deeds,  but  evil 
thoughts  likewise,  are  offensive  to  Thee. 

O  Lord,  how  often  have  we  been  defiled 
with  such  thoughts !  We  feel  on  this  ac- 
count, as  well  as  on  many  others,  how  much 
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we  need  the  intercession  of  that  Blessed 
Advocate,  who  standeth  at  thy  right  hand. 
O  forgive  us,  for  his  sake. 

And  that  we  may  not  again  offend  Thee 
in  this  way,  be  graciously  pleased  to  vouch- 
safe unto  us  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit. 
May  that  divine  influence  be  continually 
present  with  us :  suggesting  to  our  minds 
that  which  is  good ;  enkindling  in  us  spi- 
ritual affections  ;  and  nourishing  in  us  such 
a  taste  for  that  which  is  holy  and  heavenly, 
as  shall  render  every  wicked  thought  pain- 
ful to  us. 

Sanctify  our  imagination,  that  it  may  not 
be  a  snare,  but  a  help  to  us,  in  our  passage 
through  life.  Let  not  the  enemy  of  souls 
be  suffered  to  carry  on  his  designs  by 
means  of  this  faculty ;  but  let  thy  Blessed 
Spirit  so  regulate  it,  that  we  may  be  nei- 
ther deceived,  nor  defiled,  nor  distressed 
through  it. 

And  give  us  grace,  O  Lord,  to  be  daily 
endeavouring  to  store  our  minds  with  good 
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thoughts.  Thanks  be  to  thy  name,  for  that 
rich  treasury,  the  Holy  Scriptures,  from 
which  we  may  be  suppHed  with  the  most 
subUme,  the  most  improving,  and  the  most 
consolatory  subjects  of  meditation.  Author 
of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  open  our 
understanding,  that  we  may  understand  the 
Scriptures  ;  and  may  their  directions,  com- 
forts, and  prospects,  take  full  possession  of 
our  souls. 

Let  our  minds  be  deeply  impressed  with 
a  sense  of  what  our  Saviour  hath  done  for 
us.  Bless  us  with  an  habitual  recollection 
of  his  grace,  his  power,  his  sorrows,  his 
death,  his  heavenly  words,  and  benevolent 
actions ;  that  vain  and  wicked  thoughts  may 
be  excluded,  by  the  devout  remembrance 
of  what  He  hath  done  and  suffered  for  our 
redemption. 

And  may  we  not  only  use  the  proper 
means  of  filling  our  minds  with  that  which 
is  good,  but  carefully  avoid  all  those  things 
which  tend  to  suggest  wicked  imaginations. 
Subdue  in  us,  O  Lord,  all  vain  and  hurtful 
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curiosity.  Suifer  us  not  to  venture  on  any 
forbidden  ground ;  nor  to  yield  ourselves 
to  any  employments,  or  recreations,  by 
which  Satan  may  get  an  advantage  of  tis. 
Help  us,  O  Gracious  God,  to  act  with  this 
wise  and  holy  caution  throughout  the  day. 

We  beseech  Thee  to  give  unto  us  all  a 
deep  sense  of  the  value  of  thy  favour,  and 
of  the  insignificance  of  every  thing  that 
can  be  put  in  competition  with  it.  Let  it 
not  be  our  principal  concern  to  appear  fair 
in  the  eyes  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  but 
to  be  approved  of  Thee. 

Let  us,  O  Lord,  be  more  under  the  in- 
fluence of  that  grace,  which  keepeth  us 
devoutly  mindful  of  thine  all-seeing  eye ; 
that  out  of  the  abundance  of  a  heart  sanc- 
tified by  thy  Spirit,  our  mouths  may  speak 
to  thy  praise,  and  all  our  powers  be  em- 
ployed to  thy  glory.  These  blessings  we 
humbly  intreat  Thee  to  bestow  upon  us, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  taught 
us  to  look  up  to  Thee  in  hope,  and  address 
Thee  in  these  words. 

Our  Father,  Sf^c, 
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For  Grace  to  improve  by  Afflictions. 

Most  Merciful  God,  who  art  pleased  to 
be  nigh  unto  all  who  call  upon  Thee,  and 
art  ready  to  fulfil  the  desire  of  those  who 
fear  Thee,  enable  us  to  make  Thee  our 
trust,  who  doest  wonderful  things,  and 
whose  counsels  of  old  are  fruitfulness  and 
truth.  O  that  we  may  be  wise  enough 
to  remember  Thee  in  the  day  of  prosperity ; 
so  wilt  Thou  know  our  souls  in  adversity. 
Thou  art  the  source  of  all  true  comfort : 
when  Thou  givest  quietness,  who  can  make 
trouble  ?  but  when  Thou  hidest  thy  face, 
who  then  can  endure  the  day  of  trial  ? 

Suffer  us  not  foolishly  to  expect,  that  we 
shall  pass  our  days  without  tasting  of  the 
cup  of  affliction.  But  when  troubles  come 
upon  us,  O  Heavenly  Father,  remember  that 
we  are  but  dust,  or  as  a  leaf  driven  to  and 
fro  ;  and  give  us  help  in  time  of  need.     ^ 
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Enable  us  patiently  to  resign  ourselves 
to  Thee,  who  dost  not  willingly  afflict  or 
grieve  the  children  of  men.  Let  us  wait 
with  meek  submission  for  the  time  of  de- 
liverance. If  the  trial  be  continued  long, 
suffer  not  our  etjes  to  fail  with  looking  up- 
ward, O  give  us  strength  equal  to  our  day  ; 
that  patience  may  have  its  perfect  work. 

When  we  are  in  affliction,  let  not  the 
desire  of  relief  be  the  only  concern  we  may 
feel ;  but  may  we  endeavour  to  profit  by 
our  trials.  When  we  are  hound  in  fetters, 
and  are  held  in  cords  of  affliction,  then, 
show  us  our  work,  and  our  transgr^essions 
wherein  we  have  exceeded  ; — then,  do  Thou 
open  our  ears  to  discipline,  and  give  us 
grace  to  humble  ourselves  under  thy  mighty 
hand. 

Let  the  rod  of  affliction  be  made  to  help 
us,  in  that  great  and  difficult  work  of  with- 
drawing the  heart  from  the  world.  When  it 
is  found  that  the  idol  cannot  save  us  in  the 
time  of  trouble,  may  we  see  the  vanity  of 
tinisting  in  it ;  and  remember  the  lesson 
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which  we  are  taught,  to  the  end  of  Ufe. 
Let  us  pass  the  rest  of  our  time  with  an  eye 
stedfastly  directed  to  Thee,  the  proper  ob- 
ject of  our  trust :  accounting  it  a  mercy,  to 
be  made  to  feel  that  this  world  is  not  our 
rest ;  and  learning,  through  the  disappoint- 
ment of  our  earthly  hopes,  to  seek  more 
earnestly  that  rest  which  remaineth  for 
thy  people  *. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  not  only  that  this 
rest  may  be  the  predominant  object  of  our 
desire,  but  that  every  thing  which  befalleth 
us  may  contribute  to  our  meetness  for  it. 
Let  our  faith,  and  our  hope,  and  every 
Christian  temper  be  improved,  by  our 
passing  through  the  furnace  of  affliction. 

*  In  troublesome  times  ^  the  following  addition  may  he  intro' 
duced  here. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  that  the  judgment  with  which  our  land 
is  now  visited,  may  have  its  proper  effect  upon  us.  We  hum- 
bly pray  Thee  to  remove,  in  thine  own  time,  the  punishment 
with  which  we  are  now  deservedly  afflicted.  May  it  be  so 
sanctified,  as  to  bring  us  to  a  due  sense  of  our  sins  ;  and  be 
made  the  instrument  of  general  reformation.  And  may  all 
those  rvhofear  thy  name^  be  enabled  to  rely  on  thy  power  and 
goodness ;  and  to  honour  religion,  by  possessing  their  souls  in 
patience f  during  the  present  trial. 
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Be  graciously  pleased  to  succour  the 
tempted,  and  impart  to  them  that  grace 
ivhich  is  sufficient  for  them;  that,  thovigh 
weak  in  themselves,  they  may  be  so 
strengthened  by  thy  power,  as  to  hold  forth 
an  example  of  patience,  hope,  and  peace, 
for  the  instruction  of  others.  O  let  it  be 
seen  by  the  behaviour  of  suffering  Chris- 
tians, that  their  God  is  a  present  help  in 
time  of  trouble  ;  and  that  though  they  may 
be  smitten  with  the  rod  of  affliction,  their 
condition  is  truly  blessed  *. 


*  The  following  addition,  for  a  stcJc  person  in  the  family , 
may  be  introduced  here. 

We  intreat  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  look  down  in  mercy  on  that 
member  of  the  family  to  whom  Thou  hast  appointed  the  cup 
of  trial.  Be  graciously  pleased  to  sanctify  this  visitation  of 
thy  providence  to  /jzm,  by  causing  it  to  work  for  his  good. 
Vouchsafe  to  him  relief  in  thine  own  good  time  ;  and  till  that 
blessing  be  granted,  may  thy  will  be  submitted  to  with  meek 
resignation,  both  by  him  and  us.  Preserve  him  from  all 
murmuring  and  all  desponding  thoughts  while  he  is  under 
affliction ;  and  may  he  be  brought  out  of  it,  with  a  deep 
sense  of  thy  mercy.  May  he  obtain  grace  to  profit  both  by 
the  trial,  and  by  his  deliverance  from  it. 

But  if  it  seem  not  good  unto  Thee  to  raise  him  up  again, 
O  prepare  him  by  thy  grace,   for  hii  departure  hence.     We 


FOURTH  WEEK.  199 

We  commend  all  the  children  of  afflic- 
tion to  Thee  this  night.  And  we  bless  thy 
holy  name,  for  all  those  whom  Thou  hast 
this  day  preserved  from  partaking  of  their 
trials.  Be,  O  Lord,  our  defender  this 
night  from  all  evil ;  and  be  graciously 
pleased  to  restore  us  to  the  light  of  a  new 
day.  To  thy  holy  name  be  ascribed  ever- 
lasting praises.     Amen,  and  Amen. 

Our  Father y  8^c. 


humbly  intreat  Thee  to  give  Kim  repentance  unto  life,  and  a 
true  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Sanctify  him  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  he  may  become  daily  more  meet  for  thy  heavenly  king- 
dom, as  well  as  desirous  of  entering  upon  that  blessed  state. 

For  a  sick  child^  let  the  following  addition  he  introduced^ 
instead  of  the  foregoing. 

O  Thou  who  art  pleased  to  look  down  with  gracious  regard 
upon  all  thy  frail  creatures,  have  compassion  upon  that  sick 
child  whose  afflicted  case  we  desire  to  spread  before  Thee. 
We  humbly  beseech  Thee,  to  release  him  from  his  sufferings. 
Enable  us  to  wait  with  patience  for  thy  merciful  appearance 
in  his  favour,  and  submissively  to  acquiesce  in  the  way,  in 
which  it  shall  please  Thee  to  put  an  end  to  his  affliction. 
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WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 

Thanhing  God  for  the  Gift  of  a  Saviour. 

O  Most  Blessed  God,  Thou  art  the 
source  of  all  good  :  without  Thee,  man  is 
vanity  in  his  best  estate.  Without  Thee, 
our  light  is  darkness ;  our  wisdom,  folly ; 
our  wealth,  poverty ;  our  happiness,  but 
disguised  misery. 

O  Lord,  from  thy  bountiful  hand  comeHj 
all  our  blessings.  To  Thee  are  we  indebted 
for  the  food  we  eat,  the  health  we  enjoy, 
the  friends  who  love  us,  the  benefactors 
who  help  us,  and  the  instructors  by  whom 
we  are  edified.  Great  is  the  number  of 
our  mercies ;  but  there  is  one  which  exceed- 
eth  all  the  rest, — the  inestimable  gift  of  a 
Redeemer,  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost, 
and  who  casteth  out  7ione  that  come  to  Hint. 

We  pray  Thee  to  fill  our  hearts  with 
thankfulness  for  this  unspeakable  gift.  And 
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that  we  may  rightly  value  it,  grant  that 
every  one  of  us  may  have  a  due  sense  of  his 
own  poverty. 

And  since  it  is  out  of  the  fulness  of  Christ 
that  we  receive  grace  for  grace,  may  we 
look  to  Him,  with  a  contrite,  and  yet  a  be- 
lieving heart ;  that  w^e  may  pass  from  con- 
demnation to  peace;  from  fear  to  hope; 
and  from  the  bondage  of  sin,  to  that  holy 
libertij  wherewith  He  maJceth  us  free. 

O  may  we  be  united  to  that  True  Vine, 
separate  from  whom  we  can  do  nothing. 
And  may  this  union  be  evidenced  by  all 
its  genuine  fruits ;  that  we  may  from  day 
to  day  rejoice  in  that  Saviour,  who  is  the 
7'ock  on  which  the  Church  is  built ;  the 
manna  by  which  it  is  fed  ;  and  the  light  by 
which  it  is  cheered  amidst  the  trials  of  the 
present  state. 

Enable  us  to  walk  this  day,  as  the  re- 
deemed of  the  Lord,  The  time  past  of  our  life, 
O  Lord,  may  indeed  suffice  to  have  wrought 
the  will  of  the  Gefitiles.  Let  us,  therefore, 
henceforth  have  no  fellowship  with  the  tm- 
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fniitfiil  ivorJcs  of  darhncss.  Let  the  love  of 
Christ  constrain  us.  Let  us  live  to  Him 
2vho  died  for  us.  O  may  the  sharpest  pain 
be  less  horrible  to  us,  than  the  thought  of 
Cfi/cifyi7ig  the  Soil  of  God  afresh,  by  wil- 
fully committing  those  evils  for  which  he 
so  deeply  suiFered  in  our  behalf. 

And  may  the  remembrance  of  our  Re- 
deemer's name  refresh  us  under  the  labours 
of  this  life.  May  the  recollection  of  what 
he  endured  for  us,  reconcile  us  to  the 
crosses,  as  well  as  guard  us  amidst  the 
snares  to  which  we  are  exposed. 

Have  mercy,  O  Lord,  upon  those  nations 
which  are  yet  in  darkness.  Let  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  be  revealed,  and  all  flesh  see  it 
together ;  that  the  name  of  Jesus  may  be 
known,  and  loved,  and  rejoiced  in,  wherever 
there  is  a  human  creature  to  hear  the  glad 
tidings  of  his  grace. 

And  wherever  Thou  sendest  thy  word,  let 
it  be  accompanied  with  that  power,  whicli 
Thou  hast  over  the  heart  of  every  man  to 
vnakc  it  obedient  to  the  truth.     liCt  not  the 
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Ministers  of  thy  word  have  to  complain, 
that  their  report  is  not  believed.  Let  not 
the  God  of  this  world  blind  the  etjes  of 
men,  when  that  blessed  light  of  the  Gospel 
shineth  around  them,  which  showeth  them 
the  things  that  belong  to  their  peace. 

The  Lord  bless  and  preserve  us,  and 
ours,  and  all  for  whom  we  ought  to  pray  ; 
for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  only  Me- 
diator and  Advocate ;  in  whose  words  we 
further  call  upon  Thee,  saying, 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING. 

For  the  Wisdom  and  Piety  required  in  the 
Governme7it  of  a  Family. 

O  Thou  who  didst  promise  to  be  the 
God  of  the  families  of  Israel,  let  thy  bless- 
ing rest  upon  this  house ;  that  it  may  be  the 
habitation  of  piety,  of  order,  and  of  peace. 
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Enable  us,  O  Lord,  to  seek  for  this  bless- 
ing, in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  our  station.  Make  thy  Servant  whom 
thou  hast  set  over  this  house,  a  wise  and 
godly  ruler  of  it.  Enable  him,  with  wisdom, 
and  in  the  spirit  of  kindness,  to  keep  out 
of  his  family  every  thing  by  which  the 
minds  of  his  household  may  be  corrupted. 
Teach  him  to  watch  over  his  abode,  like  a 
faithful  shepherd  of  the  flock  committed 
to  him  ;  guarding  it  against  the  admission, 
not  only  of  gross  enormities,  but  of  idle 
and  frivolous  habits  likewise. 

O  God,  let  this  house  be  a  place  of  in- 
struction ;  let  it  be  a  nursery  of  piety,  in 
which  those  who  go  from  us,  may  learn  to 
fill  the  stations  allotted  to  them,  with  a 
conscientious  regard  to  the  duties  incum- 
bent on  them. 

And  that  success  may  attend  our  humble 
endeavours,  let  every  one  of  this  house 
partake  of  that  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
which  leadeth  us  to  what  is  right,  by  first 
humbling  us  for  what  is  wrong.     May  our 
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hearts  be  properly  affected  by  thy  patience 
and  mercy  to  us,  who  in  so  many  things 
offend ;  that  we  may  exercise  that  mutual 
forbearance,  without  which  there  can  be 
no  sound  family  peace.  MaJce  us  all  to  be 
of  one  mind  in  this  house  ;  and  let  that  be 
the  mind  of  an  enlightened,  humble,  and 
heavenly-tempered  creature,  taught  of  God 
to  follow  holiness  and  peace, 

O  God  of  Mercy,  pity  all  those  who  are 
as  sheep  having  no  Shepherd,  Have  com- 
passion on  the  children  and  servants  of  those 
families  that  call  not  on  thy  name.  Save 
them  from  the  evils  to  which  uninstructed 
souls  are  exposed,  and  into  which  we  see 
many  of  them  fall  *. 


*  During  the  assizes ,  or  at  any  other  season  for  trying  pub' 
lie  offenders^  the  following  addition  may  he  introduced  here. 

And  may  our  hearts  be  touched  with  Christian  compassion, 
at  seeing  so  many  brought  to  infamy,  and  to  an  untimely  end. 
We  humbly  commend  to  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  all  those  whose 
sins  have  brought  them  to  public  punishment.  O  that  the 
poor  wretched  exile  may  learn  instruction,  in  that  distant 
land  to  which  he  is  banished  !  May  his  sufferings  bring  him 
to  himself f  .that  he  may  bless  the  God  of  salvation ;  and  though 
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And  by  the  vices  and  miseries  which  so 
frequently  follow  the  want  of  religious  in- 
struction in  early  life,  teach  us  of  this 
house  to  set  a  due  value  on  it.  Let  the 
younger  branches  of  the  family  be  thankful 
to  Thee,  that  care  is  taken  of  their  minds. 
And  may  they  be  enabled  to  give  a  good 
account  hereafter,  of  the  advantages  now 
put  into  their  hands.  O  lead  us  all,  day  by 
day,  in  thine  own  paths  ;  that  our  way  may 
be  peace,  and  our  end  may  be  peace, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  :  for  whose 
sake,  we  pray  Thee  to  accept  our  thanks, 
for  thy  care  over  us  this  day,  and  to  bless 
us  with  the  same,  during  the  ensuing  night. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 

driven  from  his  native  country,  may  he  be  received  at  last 
into  thy  kingdom. 

But  especially  look  on  those,  who  are  condemned  to  die 
for  their  offences.  O  Thou,  who  didst  pour  the  grace  of  re- 
pentance into  the  heart  of  the  dying  thief,  vouchsafe  the  like 
mercy  to  those  who  are  appointed  unto  death ;  that  they  may 
be  as  brands  plucked  out  of  the  fire.  And  may  their  untimely 
end  be  regarded  as  a  warning  of  the  consequences  of  sin,  and 
be  the  meant  of  turning  many  from  their  evil  way». 

8 
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THURSDAY  MORNING. 

A  Prayer  for  the  Influence  of  God's  Holy 
/Spirit. 

Eternal  and  Ever-Blessed  God,  by 
whom  all  things  were  made,  and  by  whom 
they  are  upheld,  mercifully  look  down 
from  the  throne  of  thy  glory  upon  the 
unworthy  creatures  who  are  now  bowing  at 
thy  footstool. 

O  Lord,  there  is  nothing  but  thy  bless- 
ing that  can  yield  us  entire  satisfaction.  We 
are  seeking  the  living  among  the  dead,  till 
we  look  for  our  happiness  in  Thee.  Put 
therefore  a  desire  into  our  souls  to  know 
Thee,  and  to  be  as  much  united  to  Thee, 
as  such  frail  creatures  can  be  to  the  Ever- 
Blessed  Creator. 

But,  O  Great  God,  how  shall  we  attain  to 
such  honour  and  happiness  ?  Art  Thou  not 
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of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  ?  Do 
we  not  know  that  we  are  defiled  by  sin  ? 
How  then  could  we  hope  to  enjoy  any  com- 
munion with  Thee,  were  it  not  for  the  pro- 
mised grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  cleanse 
and  purify  our  hearts  ?  O  grant  us  this 
blessing,  for  the  sake  of  Him  who  bore  the 
cross,  and  is  now  sitting  down  at  the  inght 
hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high. 

We  call  to  mind  the  glorious  day  of 
Pentecost ;  that  day,  when  mercy  rejoiced 
against  judgment,  by  turning  the  hearts  of 
the  disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just.  O 
let  that  power  which  priched  the  hearts  of 
our  Lord's  persecutors  again  attend  the 
ministry  of  the  Gospel.  Still  may  thy  word 
be  accompanied  by  the  influence  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit ;  that  it  may  be  quick  and  poiv- 
erful,  and  both  humble  and  gladden  the 
hearts  of  those  who  hear  it. 

O  Thou  who  art  able  to  make  the  wolf 
dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  to  lie 
down  with  the  hid,  and  who  didst,  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  gloriously  show  forth  this 
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transforming  power  of  thy  grace  ;  endue  u^ 
with  that  spirit  of  brotherly  kindness,  by 
which  the  first  Christians  were  distinguished. 
Let  us  never  forget  that  we  are  exhorted  to 
put  on,  as  the  elect  of  God,  bowels  of  mercies, 
hindness,  and  long-suffering  ;  and  that  by 
love  one  toward  another,  men  shall  know 
that  we  are  Christ's  disciples. 

May  thy  Holy  Spirit  continually  abide 
with  thy  Church  ;  preserving  the  zeal  and 
purity  of  its  Ministers,  preventing  the  dis- 
semination of  false  doctrine,  and  causing 
the  belief  of  the  truth  to  be  adorned  by  the 
practice  of  all  christian  virtues.  O  look 
upon  those  parts  of  it  in  which  there  hath 
been  any  deviation  from  the  truth,  or  decay 
of  piety  ;  and  grant  that  a  revival  of  primi- 
tive faith  and  godliness  may  be  seen  there. 

Bless  us  all  with  the  same  grace  ;  that 
our  light  may  shine  brighter,  and  our  hearts 
be  more  and  more  filled  with  that  peace  of 
God  which  passeth  all  understanding. 

Be   mercifully  pleased,    O  Lord,  to  be 
p 
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with  us  this  day,  in  our  several  places  ; 
keeping  us  from  evils  and  dangers  of  every 
kind.  And  such  as  may  be  permitted  to 
befall  us,  do  Thou  overrule  for  our  benefit 
in  the  end.  Let  us  be  concerned  to  live  as 
obedient  children  ;  and  then  assuredly.  Thou 
wilt  make  all  things  work  together  for  our 
good.  In  this  holy  care,  and  in  this  blessed 
confidence,  we  pray  Thee  to  keep  us, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  S^c. 
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THURSDAY  EVENING. 

A  Prayer  for  all  States, 

O  God  of  Mercy,  who  teachest  us  to 
mahe  prayers  and  supplications  for  others, 
as  well  as  for  ourselves  ;  vouchsafe  to  hear 
our  petitions  for  all  states  and  conditions  of 
men. 

We  thank  Thee,  Most  Merciful  God,  for 
the  benefits  and  comforts  of  Civil  Govern- 
ment. We  pray  that  thy  blessing  may  rest 
on  this  thine  appointment,  and  on  all 
persons  employed  therein.  Be  Thou  the 
counsellor  and  supporter  of  all  Christian 
Kings,  and  of  all  persons  to  whom  the 
powers  of  government  are  committed ;  that 
they  may  neither  neglect  the  important 
duties  of  their  office,  nor  sink  under  its 
weighty  cares. 

Let  thy  choicest  blessings  descend  on  thy 
servant  our  King.  May  he  be  the  father 
of  his  people ;  and  may  "  we,  and  all  his 

p  2 
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subjects,  duly  regard  that  authority"  with 
which  Thou  hast  invested  him.  Direct 
him  in  the  choice  of  his  ministers  ;  that  all 
places  of  trust  may  be  filled  by  able  and 
conscientious  men.  Defend  him,  O  Lord, 
from  the  designs  of  evil  men  ;  and  let 
there  be  abundance  of  peace  in  his  daijs. 

We  praise  Thee  for  having  been  pleased 
to  favour  this  land  with  a  Christian  Minis- 
try. Grant,  O  Lord,  that  all  those  who 
have  this  office  entrusted  to  them  may 
know,  and  love  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 
Bless  them  with  wisdom,  patience,  zeal, 
humility,  and  love  to  mankind ;  that  they 
may  be  burning  and  shining  lights  in  the 
world ;  holding  forth  thy  word  by  their 
lives,  as  well  as  by  their  discourses.  And 
may  great  success  attend  their  endeavours. 

O  that  all  the  Churches  which  have 
gone  aside  from  the  path  of  truth,  may  see, 
and  forsake  their  errors.  May  that  Holy 
Spirit,  through  whose  gift  the  first  chris- 
tian societies  were  so  distinguished,  be 
again    richly  poured  from  on  high ;  that 
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the  pure  and  imdefiled  religion  of  our  God 
and  Saviour  may  flourish  in  the  earth. 

We  bless  Thee  for  all  those  whom 
Thou  hast  enabled  to  keep  the  faith. 
Strengthen  these  thy  servants,  O  God,  to 
persevere  in  the  good  way  into  which 
Thou  hast  brought  them.  Cause  them 
always  to  triumph  in  Christ,  May  thy 
Holy  Spirit  increase  in  them  all  heavenly 
tempers ;  that  they  may  be  happy  and 
honourable  witnesses  of  the  truth,  wherever 
they  dwell. 

Have  m.ercy,  O  God  of  Patience  and 
Power,  on  all  those  who  have  not  yet  re- 
turned unto  Thee.  The  hearts  of  all  are 
in  thy  hand.  There  are  none  so  hardened, 
but  Thou  canst  soften  them ;  none  so  blind, 
but  Thou  canst  enlighten  them  :  even  the 
very  dead  Thou  canst  quicken.  O  repeat, 
in  thy  great  mercy,  those  miracles  of  grace 
which  Thou  hast  heretofore  performed ; 
and  bring  home  to  thy  fold  those  who  are 
now  as  sheep  going  astray. 

Make  us  thankful  for  our  preservation 
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from  the  trials  to  which  human  life  is  sub- 
ject ;  but  let  not  our  enjoyments  make  us 
forgetful  of  the  sufferings  of  others.  Give 
us  the  tender  spirit  of  our  Lord.  In  all 
our  affliction,  He  was  afflicted :  So  would 
we  now  remember  them  that  are  in  adver- 
sity ;  and  do  Thou  be  pleased  to  hear  our 
prayers  for  them. 

Look,  O  Lord,  in  pity  on  all  the  nations 
which  are  visited  with  the  dreadful  calami- 
ties of  war,  or  pestilence,  or  famine.  Look 
in  mercy  likewise  upon  all  suffering  indivi- 
duals. Be  Thou  the  widow's  protector;  the 
orphan's  parent ;  the  prisoner  s  companion ; 
the  sick  man's  physician ;  the  afflicted 
man's  comforter;  the  poor  man's  friend. 
And  may  the  troubles  of  the  distressed 
wean  them  from  this  world,  (to  which  we 
all  cleave  too  much)  and  cause  them  to 
listen  to  the  voice  of  that  Gracious  Saviour, 
who  invite th  the  weary  and  heavy-laden  to 
come  unto  him. 

We  bless  Thee  for  every  attempt  that 
hath  been  made  this  day  to  do  good  to  men, 
either  in  their  temporal,  or  spiritual  con- 
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cerns.  Be  mercifully  pleased  to  preserve 
the  lives  of  those  valuable  persons,  who 
are  devoted  to  such  services  ;  and  succeed 
their  humane  and  pious  endeavours. 

Finally,  O  Lord,  we  commend  into  thy 
hands  all  for  whom  we  ought  to  pray.  We 
intreat  Thee  to  bless  this  family.  We  have 
much  to  ask  for  ourselves,  as  well  as  for 
others ;  but  known  unto  Thee  are  all  our 
necessities.  We  humbly  intreat  Thee  to 
supply  them,  as  thou  seest  fit ;  and  prepare 
us  daily,  by  thy  grace,  for  that  better  state 
in  which  none  of  the  sins  or  miseries  of  this 
world  will  have  any  place.  O  may  we  be 
daily  longing  for  thy  sahaiion,  and  yet  pa- 
tiently waiting  for  it,  through  Jesus  Christ, 
our  mediator  and  advocate  *. 

Our  Father,  &;c, 

*  The  following  Thanksgiving  for  the  safe  return  of  children 
from  school,  may  he  introduced  here. 

Among  the  mercies  of  this  day,  O  Lord,  we  reckon  the 
safe  return  of  our  dear  children.  Blessed  be  thy  name, 
for  thy  goodness  to  them,  during  the  time  of  their  sepa- 
ration from  us.  We  thank  Thee  also,  for  thy  preservation 
of  them  on  their  journey  hither.  May  thy  blessing  rest  upon 
them,  and  cause  them,  whether  abroad  or  at  home,  to  increase 
in  wisdom,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  good  men. 
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Praise  for  the  Blessings  of  Providence  and 
Redemption. 

Father  of  Mercies ,  and  God  of  all 
Comfort,  we  thank  Thee,  for  having  made 
Thyself  known  by  these  and  other  gracious 
names  :  they  encourage  helpless  and  guilty 
creatures  to  pray,  to  hope,  and  to  rejoice. 

Nor  is  it  in  thy  word  alone  that  we  find^ 
these  encouragements,  but  likewise  in  the 
world  which  we  inhabit.  Though  it 
aboundeth  with  offences  against  Thee,  yet 
it  affordeth  numerous  means  of  comfort 
and  enjoyment. 

We  thank  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  every  thing 
which  Thou  hast  mercifully  provided  to 
remove  pain,  to  rescue  us  from  immediate 
death,  to  give  length  to  our  days,  and  com- 
fort to  ourselves,  or  those  to  whom  we  are 
dear.     We  bless  Thee  for  all  those  medi- 
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cinal  virtues,  which  Thou  hast  taught  man 
to  discover,  and  employ,  for  the  rehef  of 
those  who  suffer  pain  or  sickness. 

But  how  shall  we  find  words  to  express 
that  mercy  which  Thou  hast  manifested  in 
the  Redemption  of  mankind  !  By  our  sins, 
we  have  not  only  brought  pain  and  dis- 
tress upon  ourselves,  but  have  exposed  our- 
selves to  thy  righteous  anger,  and  to  a  sen- 
tence of  everlasting  banishment  from  thy 
presence !  But,  rich  in  mercy,  as  well  as 
infinite  in  wisdom,  Thou  hast  provided 
the  means  of  our  being  saved  from 
these  dreadful  consequences  of  disobe- 
dience. 

And,  O  Great  God  !  how  astonishing  are 
those  means  !  Could  it  ever  have  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  that 
Thou  shouldest  so  love  the  world  as  to  give 
thine  only  begotten  Son  for  its  salvation  !  O 
grant  that  this  mercy  of  thine,  so  unspeak- 
ably great,  may  have  its  due  effect  on  our 
hearts  and  lives. 
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Let  the  recollection  of  it  ever  abide  with 
us  ;  rejoicing  our  hearts,  sweetening  our  la- 
bours, allaying  our  fears,  regulating  our 
lives,  reconciling  us  to  sufferings,  and  se- 
curing us  against  snares.  And  let  it  have 
its  proper  influence  upon  us,  in  our  dis- 
position and  conduct  toward  our  fellow- 
creatures  ;  inclining  us  to  charity,  to  peace, 
to  gentleness,  to  patience,  and  to  forbear- 
ance. 

Let  none  of  the  enjoyments  of  this  life 
so  sensualize  our  hearts,  as  to  make  us  for- 
get Him  who  died  for  us.  While  we  are 
partaking  of  the  bounties  of  Providence, 
may  we  call  to  mind  the  bloody  sweat,  the 
crown  of  thorns,  and  the  cross  of  a  suffer- 
ing Saviour.  And  may  we  lift  up  a  thank- 
ful heart  to  Him,  through  whom  the  curse 
to  which  we  were  exposed  is  removed,  and 
the  blessings  which  we  forfeited  are  re- 
stored. 

Enable  us,  O  Lord,  to  walk  this  day  as 
the  disciples  of  Jesus.  Let  us  pursue  the 
duties  of  our  calling,  in  a  sweet  and  peaceful 
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reliance  on  the  care  which  Thou  art  pleased 
to  take  of  thy  servants.  Thou  art  able  to 
save  us  from  the  greatest  evils  ;  and  Thou 
art  v^illing  to  extend  thy  providential  re- 
gard to  the  least  things  in  which  our  hap- 
piness is  concerned.  Enable  us  then  to 
honour  Thee,  as  our  Sovereign  Lord,  and  to 
trust  in  Thee,  as  our  Protector,  through 
Jesus  Christ;  on  whose  intercession  we  build 
all  our  hopes  of  acceptance  with  Thee. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


FRIDAY  EVENING. 

Thanksgiving  for  the  Removal  of  Afflictions. 

Blessed  be  God,  who  casteth  not  away 
our  prayer,  nor  turneth  his  mercy  from  us  ! 
Although  it  seemeth  good  unto  Thee,  O 
Lord,  sometimes  iocause grief  yet  hast  Thou 
compassion  on  us,  according  to  the  multitude 
of  thy  mercies.  And  when  Thou  visitest  with 
the  rod,  thy  hand  is  not  so  severe  as  it  would 
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be,  wert  Thou  to  deal  with  us  according  to 
our  sins.  If  we  are  in  heaviness,  it  is  but  for 
a  season.  Our  chastisements  do  not  endure 
so  long,  nor  return  so  frequently,  as  do  our 
offences. 

O  Most  Gracious  God,  who  pai^donest 
iniquity,  and  passest  by  transgression,  let 
us  sing  aloud  of  thy  mercy  ;  for  Thou  hast 
been  our  defence,  and  our  refuge,  in  the  day 
of  our  trouble  *. 

There  is  not  one  of  us  but  hath  great 
reason  to  make  thy  mercy  his  song.  O  give 
a  thankful  heart  to  those  who  have  been 
preserved  from  trouble.  Bestow  the  same 
grace  on  those  who  have  been  delivered 
out  of  it.  Some  of  us  have  cried  unto  Thee 
out  of  the  depths  of  affliction ;  but  from 
thence  the   voice   of  prayer  reached  thy 

*  The  following  Thanksgiving  for  deliverance  from  any  im~ 
^tending  danger,  such  as  a  conflagration,  a  flood,  a  violent  tem- 
pest, 8fc,  may  he  introduced  here. 

We  have  great  reason  to  speak  thus,  O  Lord,  on  account  of 
thy  merciful  appearance  in  our  favour  this  day.  Danger  was 
at  hand,  but  God  was  near  ;  and,  through  his  help,  we  have 
been  preserved.  O  that  our  lives,  as  well  as  our  lips,  may 
show  fortli  thy  praise. 
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gracious  ear.  Thou  didst  send  from  above. 
Thou  didst  stretch  out  thine  hand,  and  draw 
us  out  of  many  waters  *. 

Now,  Lord,  grant  that  we  may  not  for- 
get the  vows  which  our  lips  uttered,  when 

*   The  following  Thanksgiving  for  the  safe  delivery  of  a  woman 
in  travailf  may  be  introduced  here. 

We  have  new  mercies,  O  Lord,  to  acknowledge.  We  bless 
thy  name,  for  the  great  goodness  which  Thou  hast  shown  to 
thy  servant  in  the  time  of  trial.  We  look  to  Thee,  O  Lord,  to 
guard  her  from  every  future  danger.  O  that,  if  it  please 
Thee,  she  may  be  raised  up  again.  And  may  she  look  back 
with  thankfulness  on  this  day,  in  which  Thou  hast  wrought 
deliverance  for  her.  Let  this,  and  every  other  mercy  shown 
to  her,  lead  her  to  live  more  to  thy  glory ;  that  she  may  be- 
come more  meet  for  thy  heavenly  kingdom. 

If  the  child  he  alive ,  the  following  words  may  he  added. 

And  O  let  that  child  whom  Thou  hast  given  to  us,  be  a 
comfort  to  us,  and  a  blessing  to  his  fellow-creatures.  Teach 
us  to  bring  him  up  in  the  fear  of  thy  holy  name.  And  pros- 
per all  our  endeavours  in  this  kind,  that  if  we  live  to  see  him 
arrive  at  years  of  maturity,  we  may  have  the  joy  of  seeing  him 
walk  in  thy  ways,  and  not  the  sorrow  of  seeing  him  follow 
that  multitvde  who  are  habitually  doing  evil.  We  commend 
him  to  Thee,  O  God  of  salvation,  that  he  may  not  only  be 
preserved  from  the  evils  of  this  world  into  which  lie  is  born  ; 
but  that  he  may  live  a  useful  life  in  it,  and  leave  it  in  hope 
and  peace,  whenever  the  time  of  his  departure  hence  shall 
come. 
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we  were  in  trouble.  Let  every  one  whose 
prayer  Thou  hast  heard  and  answered,  re- 
member the  claim  which  Thou  hast  upon 
him,  and  say,  O  Lord,  trultj  am  I  tlnj  ser- 
vant, for  Thou  hast  loosed  my  bonds. 

And  O  that  none  of  us  may  forget  the 
lessons  which  we  learn  in  the  school  of  af- 
fliction! Let  the  man  whom  Thou  hast 
brought  back  from  the  borders  of  the  grave, 
remember  how  the  world  appeared  to  him 
when  he  laid  there,  and,  what  he  then 
thought  of  religion.  O  God,  let  the  wis- 
dom which  we  learn  at  such  times  abide 
with  us.  Let  us  be  still  listening  to  our  gra- 
cious Instructor  ;  that  we  may  not  turn 
again  to  folly. 

O  Lord,  when  we  learn  what  Thou  teachest 
us,  we  see  things  as  they  really  are  ;  and  we 
are  convinced,  that  there  is  no  wealth  like 
the  being  rich  toward  God  ; — that  there  is  no 
honour  like  that  which  comethfrom  Thee;~ 
that  there  is  no  friend  like  Christ ;  nor  any 
evil  so  much  to  be  dreaded  as  sin.  Grant 
that  every  one  to  whom  Thou  hast  shown 
these  things,  may  make  it  manifest  by  his 
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daily  conversation,  that  these  important 
discoveries  have  had  a  sanctifying  effect 
upon  his  heart. 

Make  us  all  obedient  to  Him,  who  teach- 
eth  us  that  our  first  business  is  to  seek  thy 
kingdom.  And  do  Thou  in  mercy  impart 
to  us  those  constant  supplies  of  grace, 
which  will  enable  us  to  believe,  and  hope, 
and  obey  unto  the  end ;  that  this  world,  in- 
stead of  being  the  place  of  our  ruin,  may 
be  to  us  only  the  house  of  our  pilgrimage, 
and  a  school  in  which  we  may  become  pre- 
pared for  thine  house  above  *. 

Teach  us,  O  Lord,  so  to  live  in  the 
world,  as  to  be  daily  providing  for  that 
hour  in  which  we  must  leave  it.     For  we 

*  The  following  Thanksgiving  for  one  of  the  family  recovered 
from  a  dangerous  illness^  may  be  introduced  here. 

Let  none  of  thy  mercies,  O  gracious  God,  be  forgotten. 
We  bless  Thee  for  hearing  and  answering  our  prayers  for 
the  recovery  of  him,  whose  disorder  Thou  hast  removed. 
We  intreat  Thee  to  establish,  and  preserve  his  health.  And 
may  a  thankful  heart  be  given  both  to  him^  for  whom  we  be- 
sought Thee,  and  to  us,  who  called  upon  Thee  in  the  day  of 
trouble. 
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would  not  forget,  that  however  Thou  may- 
est  from  time  to  time  reUeve  us  from  sick- 
ness, or  dehver  us  out  of  trouble,  the  hour 
will  come,  when  we  must  pass  through  the 
valleij  of  the  shadow  of  death.  Suffer  us  not 
therefore,  O  our  God,  to  be  unmindful 
that  our  change  must  come.  Let  us  be  habi- 
tually waiting  and  preparing  for  it :  wisely 
considering  that  we  are  spared,  not  to  re- 
peat our  sins,  but  to  repent  of  them  ; — not 
to  live  after  the  flesh,  but  to  grow  in  grace, 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour Jesus  Christ. 

Merciful  and  gracious  Lord,  be  pleased 
to  preserve  us,  and  all  for  whom  we  ought 
to  pray,  this  night  from  every  evil,  temporal 
or  spiritual.  Hear  our  humble  requests,  O 
Lord,  and  answer  them,  not  according  to 
our  deserts,  but  according  to  thy  great 
mercy  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Saviour. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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SATURDAY  MORNING 


A  Prayer  for  the  Government  of  the 
Tongue, 


Almighty  and  Gracious  Creator,  who 
hast  endued  us  with  faculties  and  powers, 
by  which  we  are  placed  above  the  brutes 
which  perish,  give  us  grace  to  employ  them 
all  as  instruments  of  righteousness. 

We  praise  Thee  for  the  excellent  gift  of 
Speech  ;  and  we  pray  that  those  lips  which 
Thou  hast  opened,  may  be  ever  ready  to 
show  forth  thy  praise. 

We  must  confess,  O  Lord,  that  we  have 
made  a  sinful  use  of  this  faculty.  And  O 
how  great  is  the  sum  of  our  offences  in  this 
kind !  Who  can  count  tlie  number  of  our 
foohsh,    our  unholy,    or  our  uncharitable 
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words  ?  Yet  numberless  as  they  are  to  us, 
they  are  all  known  unto  Thee.  And  what 
can  we  do,  who  are  not  able  to  recall  them, 
but  cast  ourselves  on  thy  mercy ;  humbly 
praying  that,  for  Christ's  sake,  Thou  would- 
est  take  away  the  transgression  of  our  lips  ? 

O  may  we  so  bear  in  mind  the  mischiefs 
done  by  an  unbridled  tongue, — the  miseries 
which  it   occasioneth  in  the  world, — and 
the  disgrace  it  bringeth  upon  a  Christian 
profession,  as  to  be  always  afraid  of  offend- 
ing in  word.     But  lest  sudden  provocation 
should  hurry  us  into    a   forgetfulness    of 
these  considerations,  do  Thou,  O  Lord,  set 
a  watch  before  our  mouths^  and  heep  the 
door  of  our  lips. 

And  as  it  is  out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart  that  the  mouth  speaketh,  may  our 
hearts  be  sanctified  by  thy  Holy  Spirit. 
We  pray  for  patience  ;  that  we  may  never 
break  forth  into  fretful  and  repining  lan- 
guage when  we  suffer.  We  pray  for  meeic* 
ness  of  spirit ;  that  injuries  and  provocations 
may  not  betray  us  into  angry  and  bitter 
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speeches.  May  we  continually  feel  a  co7i- 
trite  sense  of  our  oiv7i  sins;  that  we  may  re- 
frain from  all  uncharitable  censuring  of 
others.  And  be  Thou  graciously  pleased 
to  increase  in  us  that  seriousness  of  mind, 
which  becometh  our  condition ;  that  our 
conversation  may  not  be  debased  with 
foolish  and  unchristian  levities. 

May  we  not  only  have  wisdom  to  discern 
when  we  ought  to  be  silent,  but  also 
strength  given  to  us  to  bridle  the  tongue 
on  such  occasions. 

Give  us  grace  to  make  the  example  of 
Jesus  our  pattern.  He  hath  taught  us  by 
his  life,  as  well  as  by  his  doctrine,  how  to 
use  our  faculties*  O  may  we  not  only  ob- 
tain the  pardon  of  sin  through  his  blood, 
but,  by  his  strength  perfected  in  our  weals- 
ness,  attain  likewise  to  some  resemblance 
of  him  in  mind  and  conduct. 

Be  wdth  us  all  through  this  day.  Most 
Gracious  God,  that  however  we  may  be 
dealt  with  by  others,  we  may  provoke  no 
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one,  grieve  no  one,  deceive  no  one.  May 
no  corrupt  cormnunication  proceed  out  of 
our  mouth,  but  that  which  is  good  to  the 
use  of  edifyiTig. 

We  praise  and  bless  Thee,  O  Lord,  for 
all  the  comforts  of  the  past  night.  We  be- 
gin the  day  with  thanksgiving  to  Thee  for 
all  thy  mercies.  And  now,  O  Lord,  let  not 
hlessiiig  and  cursing  proceed  out  of  the  same 
mouth.  May  all  our  conversation  this  day 
agree  w^ith  what  we  are  now  doing ;  that 
''  we  may  show  forth  thy  praise,  not  only 
'^  with  our  lips,  but  in  our  lives." 

We  intreat  Thee,  Most  Merciful  Father, 
to  guard  society  from  all  the  evils  to 
which  it  is  exposed  by  unruly  and  vain 
talkers.  Confound  the  designs  and  en-^ 
deavours  of  all  those  who  are  seeking  to 
spread  principles  of  impiety,  rebellion,  or 
discord.  Be  graciously  pleased  to  pre- 
serve every  community  from  such  men ; 
and  give  success  to  that  Blessed  Gospel, 
which,  through  thy  mercy,  is  yet  published 
in  the  world.     And  srant,  O  Lord,  that  it 
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may  be  so  blessed  to  us  who  hear  it,  that 
love  to  God  and  man  may  dwell  in  our 
hearts,  be  heard  in  our  words,  and  seen  in 
our  actions,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ; 
in  whose  name  we  conclude  our  humble 
suppUcations  ;  saying,  as  he  hath  taught  us, 

Om^  Father,  S^c. 


SATURDAY  EVENING. 

Review  of  Life. 

O  Thou  who  without  respect  of  persons 
judgest  according  to  every  mans  worJc,  have 
mercy  upon  us ;  and  blot  out  of  the  hook  of 
thy  rememhrance,  the  manifold  transgres- 
sions of  our  lives.  It  becometh  us,  O 
Lord,  to  take  a  review  of  the  course  in 
which  we  have  walked ; — ^but  oh,  what  a 
review  is  it !  How  many  talents  unimproved, 
and  duties  left  undone,  and  sins  committed, 
doth  it  discover ! 
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We  stand  before  Thee  inexcusable  ; — 
self-condemned; — but.  Blessed  be  thy 
name !  not  without  hope  :for  there  is  mercy 
with  Thee,  Thou  hast  provided  a  sacri- 
fice for  sins:  Thou  hast  revealed  a  Sa- 
viour who  made  reconciliation  for  iniquitij. 
To  Him  we  would  flee  for  refuge,  humbly 
beseeching  him  to  order  our  cause  before 
the  throne  of  the  Most  High ;  that  mercy 
may  proceed  from  thence  instead  of  judg- 
ment, and  that  our  souls  may  sing  of  abound- 
ing  grace. 

And  ever,  ever  may  the  remembrance  of 
our  sins,  and  of  thy  mercy,  abide  with  us. 
Recollecting  that  Thou  hast  spared  those 
whom  Thou  couldest  have  destroyed,  let 
the  remainder  of  our  lives  be  considered  as 
a  grant  of  mercy  made  to  us,  in  order  to  our 
hnwgmg  forth  fruits  worthy  of  repentance. 

Give  us  grace  therefore,  O  Lord,  not 
only  to  repent  of  past  sins  and  omissions, 
but  to  make  it  much  of  the  business  of  our 
remaining  days,  to  supply  the  deficienciei^ 
of  our  former  ones.  May  we  endeavour; 
:)  4 
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in  full  dependance  on  thy  grace,  to  be 
more  faithful  in  relative  duties.  Let  the 
obligations  of  parents,  of  children,  of  mas- 
ters, and  of  servants,  be  henceforth  better 
fulfilled.  Teach  us  all  to  show  forth,  by 
our  behaviour  toward  each  other,  the 
praises  of  Him  wJio  hath  called  us  out  of 
darkness  into  his  marvellous  light.  May 
we  be  careful  to  render  unto  all  their  dues  ; 
and  above  all,  let  us  remember  what  is 
due  to  Thee,  O  Blessed  God,  from  whom 
we  receive  all  our  blessings,  temporal, 
spiritual,  and  eternal. 

O  Thou  who  hast  been  pleased,  notwith- 
standing all  our  sins,  hitherto  to  preserve 
us,  vouchsafe  us  thy  help,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  our  earthly  course.  We  pray 
Thee  to  be  with  us,  to  direct,  and  to  strength- 
en us.  Should  any  false  light  appear,  suf- 
fer us  not  to  follow  it.  Should  the  enemy 
come  in  like  a  flood,  preserve  us  from  being 
swept  away.  Thus,  O  Lord,  be  Thou  our 
light,  and  our  strength  :  that  we  va^iy  finish 
our  course  well ;  that  we  may  keep  the  faith  ; 
and  that  we  may  have  a   well-grounded 
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hope  of  receiving  a  crown  of  rigliteousuess, 
when  Christ  the  Lord  shall  appear. 

We  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring 

forth  ;  nor  need  we  be  desirous  of  knowing  ; 

let  it  be  enough  for  us,  that  without  thy 

permission  not  a  sparrow  falleth.     Enable 

us  to  cast  all  our  care  on  Thee, 

Grant  that  we  may  fear  nothing  but  the 
unholy  effect,  which  either  enjoyments  or 
sufferings  might  have  upon  us.  All  power 
is  in  thine  hands  ;  be  pleased  to  make  all 
things  worh  together  for  our  good.  Let  our 
souls  prosper  by  every  thing  which  hap- 
peneth  to  us.  Whether  our  day  be  calm 
or  stormy,  bright  or  dark,  do  Thou  make 
us  to  increase  in  faith,  in  holiness,  in  humi- 
lity, patience,  and  charity  ;  that  we  may  be 
rich  toward  God,  whatever  we  be  in  other 
respects. 

O  Lor4,  hear  these  our  prayers,  for  the 
sake  oi  Jesus  Christ  our  Advocate  ;  in  whose 
name  we  present  our  thank-offerings  for 
the  manifold  mercies  which  we  have  from 
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time  to  time  received.  O  continue  thine 
undeserved  goodness  to  us  this  night ;  and 
may  each  of  us  rise  in  the  morning  with  a 
heart  full  of  thankfulness  to  Thee,  the 
Giver  of  all  our  blessings.  Now  to  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


OCCASIONAL   PRAYERS. 


A  Family  Prayer  for  the  Morning  of  a 
Sacrament  Day. 

Worthy  art  Thou,  O  Lord,  to  receive 
glory,  and  honour,  and  power  :  for  Thou 
hast  created  all  things,  and  for  thy 
pleasure  they  are,  and  were  created.  By 
thy  word  are  all  things  upheld  ;  and  to  the 
praise  of  thy  wisdom  and  goodness,  shall 
they  all  contribute. 

However  unsearchable  many  of  thy  ways 
are  to  us,  O  Lord,  one  thing  is  manifest ; 
that  thou  art  a  merciful  GOD,  And  we 
bless  thy  holy  name,  for  the  various  ways 
in  which  Thou  hast  been  pleased  to  show 
forth  thy  mercy  to  sinful  men. 

Above  all,  we  would  remember  that 
bright  display  of  it  which  thou  hast  made. 
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in  giving  up  thy  beloved  Son  to  be  a  sacri- 
jice  for  our  sins.  O  with  what  humihty, 
love,  and  praise,  should  we  contemplate 
this  profound  mystery,  by  which  Thou 
commendest  thy  love  to  us! 

But  alas !  we  are  prone  to  be  forgetful 
of  it.  We  are  therefore  bound  to  be  thank- 
ful for  the  institution  of  that  Ordinance, 
which  recalleth  our  attention  to  a  blessed 
Saviour,  wounded  for  our  transgressions, 
and  dying  on  the  cross  that  we  might  live 
for  ever  in  heaven. 

Now,  O  Lord,  prepare  our  souls  for  this 
holy  solemnity.  Let  us  not  attend  it  with 
any  lightness  of  mind ;  with  any  gross  or 
superstitious  views ;  nor  with  that  cold 
heart  with  which  an  unthinking  formality 
may  send  vis  to  the  Lord's  table.  Help  us; 
while  we  partake  of  the  signs  of  our  Sa- 
viour's body  and  blood,  to  consider,  with 
suitable  affections,  every  thing  which  this 
sacred  rite  calleth  to  our  remembrance. 

Enable  us  to  remember,  with  the  deepest 
humility,  Man's  fallen  and  lost  condition 
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by  nature,  and  to  see  and  admire  the  riches 
of  that  grace,  by  which  a  DeUverer  was 
raised  up  for  us  in  the  person  of  thy  dear 
Son.  Help  us  to  fix  our  eyes  on  Him.  And 
while  we  recollect  that  Thou  didst  reveal 
the  coming  of  this  Just  one  to  thine  ancient 
Church,  and  didst  hold  forth  the  necessity 
of  his  death  by  its  numerous  sacrifices;  let 
us  rejoice  that  thy  promise  is  fulfilled,  and 
that  the  end  of  all  the  sacrifices  is  accom- 
plished, by  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jesus 
Christ  once  for  all. 

We  would  not  ''  approach  thy  Table 
"  trusting  in  our  own  righteousness,"  but 
as  guilty  creatures,  lay  our  hands  on  the 
head  of  that  spotless  Lamb  whom  Thou 
hast  set  forth  as  a  propitiation  for  sin.  We 
would  not  go  relying  on  our  strength,  but 
as  weak  and  indigent  creatures,  to  "  feed  by 
faith'*  on  that  bread  of  GOD  which  came 
down  from  heaven,  and  without  which  there 
is  no  life  in  us. 

And  while  we  perform  these  acts  of 
faith,  let  them  be  exercised  with  a  contrite 
sjnrit ;    such  as  we    ought    to   feel,  who 
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have  so  much  of  that  guilt  to  charge  our- 
selves with,  which  ariseth  from  the  mis- 
improvement  of  peculiar  advantages,  and 
distinguishing  mercies.  O  Lord,  the  more 
we  think  of  thy  mercy,  the  more  aggra- 
vated do  our  sins  appear.  Our  guilt  is 
magnified  by  that  very  Gospel  which  show- 
eth  us  how  it  may  be  removed.  For  how 
often  have  we  disregarded  that  compas- 
sionate Saviour  who  speaketh  to  us  therein ! 
We  are  chargeable  with  negligence,  yea 
with  ingratitude,  even  towards  Him  who 
laid  down  his  life  for  us.  How  much  there- 
fore doth  it  become  us  to  acknowledge  that 
"  our  sins  are  manifold  !"  Grant,  O  Lord, 
that  we  may  not  only  own  this  with  our 
lips,  but  confess  the  humbling  truth  with 
unfeigned  repentance. 

With  these  view^s  we  intreat  Thee  to  lead 
us  to  the  table  of  our  Lord ;  and  there, 
though  so  undeserving  of  such  favour,  may 
our  hearts  be  refreshed  by  the  remem- 
brance of  his  compassion,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  those  wonders  of  power,  wis- 
dom, and  grace,  which  shine  forth  in  the 
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Redemption  of  man.  There,  with  all  thy 
Church,  may  we  triumph  in  the  love  of  the 
FatJwr,  the  grace  of  the  Son,  and  the  commu- 
nion of  the  Holy  Ghost.  There  may  we  be 
favoured  with  such  a  sense  of  thy  presence, 
as  shall  leave  on  our  hearts  a  consoling, 
sanctifying,  and  animating  impression  of 
divine  things. 

O  grant  that  not  only  while  engaged  in 
this  duty  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  may 
be  with  us,  but  likewise  that  it  may  remain 
with  us ;  deepening  every  serious  impres- 
sion we  may  have  received,  invigorating 
every  devout  affection,  and  assimilating  us 
more  to  Him,  to  whom  our  eyes  are  di- 
rected by  this  institution.  May  we  con- 
tinue to  show  that  we  have  received  grace 
out  of  his  fulness,  by  being  zealous  in  thy 
service ;  and  by  putting  on,  as  the  elect  of 
GOD,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mercy, 
kindness  and  long-suffering. 

We  pray,  O  Lord,  that  in  all  the  services 
of  this  day,  great  grace  may  be  upon  both 
Ministers  and  People.    Hear  these  humble 
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supplications  for  ourselves,  and  others, 
and  accept  our  praises,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

Our  Father,  S^c. 


A  Family  Prayer  for  the  Evening  of  a 
Sacrament  Day. 

O  MOST  Gracious  Lord,  we  come  as  a 
family  to  offer  up  our  thanksgivings  for  the 
blessings  of  this  day.  Thou  hast  given  to 
us  another  season  of  rest  and  instruction. 
Thanks  be  to  thy  holy  name,  that  these  fa- 
vours are  still  continued ; — that  we  still  have 
the  ordinances  of  Christian  worship  ad- 
ministered to  us  ;  and  that  we  can  go  and 
seek  thy  face  in  them,  unmolested  by  the 
enemies  of  truth  and  righteousness. 

Would  to  God  that  we  could  say,  we 
have  attended  these  solemnities  without 
any    interruption    from   within   ourselves. 
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But  this,  alas  !  would  be  far  from  the  truth. 
Thou  sufferest  no  enemy  from  without  to 
prevent  our  approach  to  Thee;  but  we  carry 
the  enemies  of  our  peace,  and  the  hin- 
drances to  our  edification,  into  thy  house. 
Wandering  thoughts,  worldly  cares,  and 
indifference  of  mind,  accompany  us  in 
prayer ;  disturb  our  attention  to  thy  word ; 
and  go  with  us  even  to  that  table,  on  which 
the  memorials  of  a  crucified  Saviour's  love 
are  presented. 

Yet,  although  there  be  these  causes  of 
humiliation  on  our  part,  such  is  the  merci- 
ful tenor  of  thy  holy  word,  that  we  are 
encouraged  to  look  up  to  Thee  with  hope ; 
and  to  pray  for  a  blessing  on  those  ordi- 
nances we  have  so  unworthily  attended. 
O  God  of  all  grace ^  be  pleased  to  hear  and 
answer  our  prayer. 

We  would  now  particularly  call  to  mind 
the  opportunity  we  have  had  of  comme- 
morating our  blessed  Saviour's  death.  O 
that  this  solemn  transaction  may  be  made 
instrumental  to  a  closer  union  with  our 
adorabk*   Redeemer  !    Bless   it  to  tlie  in- 
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crease  of  our  faith  in  him,    our   love  to 
him,  and  our  rejoicing  in  him. 

Let  it  not  be  enough  for  us  to  have  felt 
some  affectionate  impressions  at  the  table 
of  our  Lord ;  but  let  us  be  concerned  to 
bear  all  those  fruits  of  the  Spirit  which  his 
example  holdeth  forth  to  us,  and  by  which 
our  love  to  him  is  best  proved. 

Deeply  affected  by  seeing  what  it  cost 
our  Redeemer  to  make  atonement  for  our 
sins,  may  we  henceforth  make  it  more 
our  care  to  be  cleansedfi^om  all  filtJiiness  of 
the  flesh  and  spirit,  and  to  perfect  holiness 
in  the  fear  of  GOD. 

"  Send  thy  Holy  Ghost,  and  pour  into 
"  our  hearts  that  most  excellent  gift  of 
"  charity,  the  very  bond  of  peace,  and  of 
"  all  virtues ;  without  which,  whosoever 
"  liveth  is  counted  dead  before  Thee."  Let 
not  us  who  have  been  contemplating  a 
Saviour  laying  down  his  life  for  us,  want 
bowels  and  mercies  for  others.  Influenced 
by  the  grace  shown   to  us,   may  we  be 
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ready  to  employ  every  talent  with  which 
Thou  hast  endowed  us,  for  the  good  of 
others.  Let  us  not  perform  the  offices  of 
charity  with  constraint ;  but  gladly  meet 
every  opportunity  which  thy  providence 
may  afford  us  of  imitating  Him  who  said. 
It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 
On  all  such  occasions,  may  we  show  how 
deeply  his  unwearied  labours  and  bitter 
agony  endured  for  us,  have  imprinted  his 
benevolent  maxim  on  our  hearts. 

And  while  the  power  of  our  Saviour's 
grace  is  manifested  in  thus  raising  us  above 
the  sensual  and  selfish  tendency  of  our 
fallen  nature,  may  we  bow  with  the  deepest 
humility  before  Thee.  Let  us  likewise  in 
all  our  conversation  with  men,  behave  as 
becometh  those  who  have  nothing  to  glory 
of  in  themselves,  but  who  owe  all  their 
hopes,  their  holiness,  and  their  happiness, 
to  Thee. 

In  our  passage  through  life,  O  Lord,  en- 
able us  ever  to  keep  in  view  the  death  wc 
have  been  showing  forth;  and  let  the  remem- 
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brance  of  it  fortify  our  minds  against  the 
snares  of  the  world.  Let  the  love  of  God 
therein  manifested  be  our  support  and  our 
consolation,  under  all  the  trials  through 
which  we  may  have  to  pass.  Ever  remember- 
ing that  He  who  spared  not  his  own  Son  for 
us  will  with  him  assuredly  give  us  all  things 
that  are  needful,  let  our  conversation  be  with- 
out covetousness.  And  let  us  learn  from  Him 
who  took  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  humbled 
himself  to  the  death  of  the  cross,  to  acqui- 
esce in  thy  providential  appointments, 
whatever  be  the  condition  allotted  to  us. 

O  send  forth  the  liglit  of  that  glorious 
Gospely  from  which  we  derive  all  these  im- 
portant and  sanctifying  views  ;  that  thou^ 
sands,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  children 
of  men  may  share  with  us  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Christ,  and  partake  of  all  the 
blessings  of  his  Kingdom. 

Enable  us  to  retire  to  i^est  with  a  deep 
sense  of  thy  mercy,  in  bestowing  this  light 
upon  us.  Encouraged  by  such  grace,  we 
commit  ourselves,   and  all  who  are    dear 
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to  us,  to  thy  providential  care  this  night. 
Grant,  O  Lord,  these  our  humble  requests, 
for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Mediator 
and  Advocate  :  to  whom  with  Thyself,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  honour  and  glory, 
now  and  for  ever.     Amen. 

Our  Father f  Sfc. 


A  Prayer  to  be  used  on  the  Day  on  which 
a  Child  is  to  be  Baptized. 

O  Lord  of  Life  and  Salvation,  who 
hast  been  pleased  to  ordain,  that  those  who 
enter  into  thy  Church  shall  be  baptized 
with  water :  behold  us,  now  about  to  at- 
tend to  this  injunction,  and  enable  us  to 
perform  the  duty,  with  every  proper  dis- 
position of  mind. 

We  would  be  filled  with  thankfulness,  O 
Lord,  that  not  only  we,  but  our  children, 
even  in  their  tender  years,  are  admitted 
to  a  state  of  communion  with  Thee.  With 
a  due  sense  of  this  thy  mercy,  would  we 
bring  our  dear  child  to  the  holy  ordinance 
of  Baptism. 
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O  look  upon  him,  and  bestow  on  him  every 
blessing,  for  the  conveyance  of  which  this 
sacrament  was  ordained.  We  present  him 
to  Thee,  O  Lord,  that  he  may  be  cleansed 
in  i\i?Lt  fountain  which  Thou  hast  opeiiedm 
our  Saviour  s  blood,  for  purifying  us  from 
the  defilement  with  which  our  nature  is  pol- 
luted. We  bring /^m  to  Thee,  that  A^  may  be 
regenerated  by  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit. 
We  believe  that  these  are  the  ends  which 
we  should  seek  in  this  duty  ;  and  we  trust 
that  we  shall  not  seek  them  in  vain. 

And  give  us  grace,  O  Lord,  if  the  life  of 
our  child  be  spared,  to  follow  this  act,  with 
the  diUgent  use  of  every  means  in  our 
power  which  tendeth  to  teach  him  what 
Thou  hast  done  for  his  salvation,  and  how 
he  must  live  in  order  finally  to  be  received 
into  thy  church  in  heaven.  Grant  that 
our  prayers,  and  our  instructions,  and  our 
example,  may  all  combine  to  promote  his 
growth  in  Christian  knowledge,  fiiith,  and 
obedience. 

Hear  us,  O  Gracious  Lord,  further  pray 
ing,  that  it  may  please  Thee  to  give  us  an 
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early  proof,  that  Thou  hast  blessed  our  en- 
deavours. Let  our  hearts  be  made  to  re- 
joice, in  seeing  the  marks  of  grace  accom- 
panying the  advancement  of  reason.  Let 
a  reverence  of  Thee  be  seen  in  him,  in  the 
days  of  childhood ;  and  a  decided  piety,  in 
the  days  of  youth.  Suffer  him  not  to  give 
any  portion  of  his  uncertain  life,  to  sinful, 
or  to  vain  courses  ;  but  taking  his  Saviour  s 
yoke,  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  understand 
that  obligation,  7nay  he  be  glad  and  rejoice 
in  Him,  all  his  days. 

Thus,  O  Lord,  enable  him  to  live  ;  and 
when  his  end  shall  come,  may  he  close  his 
days,  believing  in  that  God  to  whom  he 
is  now  to  be  dedicated ;  and  prepared  for 
that  eternal  joy,  which  is  the  end  of  all  the 
ordinances  Thou  hast  appointed  in  thy 
Church. 

Grant,  O  Most  Good  and  Merciful  God, 
that  we,  and  the  children  Thou  mayest  give 
to  us,  may  live  together  in  christian  love 
and  peace  :  rejoicing  in  our  Saviour,  and 
taking  comfort  in  the  faith  and  piety  of 
each  other  toward  Thee,  our  common  Fa- 


OCCASIONAL  PRAYERS.  247 

ther  in  heaven.  And  may  our  example,  as 
a  family,  be  complete.  Make  us  attentive 
to  every  civil  and  social,  as  well  as  to  every 
religious  duty :  that  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Saviour  may  he  adorned  in  all  things. 

Hear  us,  O  Lord,  for  the  sake  of  Christ 
Jesus,  our  Mediator  and  Redeemer;  to 
whom,  with  Thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


A  Prayer  to  be  used,  either  in  a  private 
Family,  or  in  a  School,  on  the  Day  on 
which  any  of  its  Members  are  going  to 
partake  of  the  Rite  of  Confirmation. 

O  God  of  all  Grace,  we  thank  Thee  for 
that  useful  Rite,  which  calleth  those  who 
have  been  dedicated  to  Thee  in  Baptism  to 
consider  its  obligations,  and  to  ratify  the 
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sacred  covenant,  by  their  own  deliberate 
act,  when  they  have,  come  to  years  of  dis- 
cretion. 

We  humbly  pray  Thee  to  look  upon  those 
of  our  family  who  are  now  about  to  receive 
this  holy  Rite.  Teach  them,  O  Lord,  to 
approach  Thee  in  this  duty,  with  great  se- 
riousness of  mind ;  and  with  the  sincerest 
desires  of  fulfilling  the  obligations  which 
they  are  now  to  take  upon  themselves. 

But  grant,  O  Lord,  that  they  may  not 
purpose  this,  in  a  reliance  on  themselves  ; 
but  with  a  humble  dependance  on  that  gra- 
cious assistance,  which  Thou  hast  promised 
to  bestow  upon  all  who  sincerely  pray  for  it. 

Suffer  none  of  them  to  think  that  their 
attendance  on  this  holy  Rite,  or  on  any 
other  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Church,  will 
be  accepted  by  Thee,  in  the  stead  of  their 
own  constant  endeavours  to  gi^oiv  in  gr^ace, 
and  to  be  made  meet  for  heaven.  Yet,  O 
Lord,  enable  them  to  trust  in  Thee,  that  the 
Grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  will  be  granted  to 
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them  in  this  ordinance,  if  they  from  their 
hearts  desire  this  inestimable  gift ;  and  that 
it  will  be  continued  to  them,  if  the  duty 
they  are  now  going  to  discharge  be  fol- 
lowed by  stedfastness  in  thy  service. 

With  this  devout  mind,  this  humility, 
and  these  hopes,  may  they  now  draw  near 
to  Thee.  And  do  Thou  be  pleased  to  ac- 
cept them;  and  give  them  such  a  sense 
of  thy  good-will  toward  them,  and  espe- 
cially of  thy  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus,  as 
shall  make  them  account  that  blessing 
which  thy  Minister  shall  ask  for  them, 
the  richest  portion  they  can  obtain  in 
this  life. 

We  pray,  O  Lord,  that  the  instruction 
administered  to  them  during  their  prepa- 
ration for  this  solemn  Rite,  may  be  a  lasting 
benefit  to  them.  And  grant  that  they  may 
not  only  endeavour  to  be  more  and  more 
grounded  in  the  articles  of  the  Christian 
Faith,  but  that  their  increasing  knowledge 
may  be  accompanied  with  all  the  fruits  of 
righteousness. 
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And  that  their  future  life  may  thus  con- 
sist with  the  christian  duty  they  are  now 
about  to  discharge,  guard  them  from  those 
who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive.  Protect  them 
from  the  dangers  incident  to  youth.  Bless 
them  with  good  advisers,  and  faithful 
guides.  And  make  all  things  work  together 
for  their  good.  Thus  enabled  to  continue 
faithful  followers  of  Him  who  lived  and 
died  for  them,  may  they  at  length  be  re- 
ceived among  thy  saints  in  glory. 

These  blessings  for  them,  and  all  others 
who  are  going  to  partake  of  the  same  holy 
Rite,  we  ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Saviour,  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray, 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


A  Prayer  to  be  7ised  on  the  Day  i?i  which 
ofie  of  the  Family  has  entered  into  the 
Marriage  State. 

O  Lord  God,  who  hast  taught  us  in  tliy 
holy  word,  to  acknowledge  Thee  in  all  our 
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ways  ;  we  draw  near  to  Thee,  to  implore  tliy 
blessing  on  the  important  transaction  which 
hath  taken  place  in  our  family  this  day. 

Thou  didst  institute  the  Marriage-Union 
for  our  good.  But  as  the  frailty  of  our  na- 
ture doth  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  things, 
frequently  turn  that  which  was  ordained  for 
our  happiness,  into  a  cause  of  misery,  we 
would  commend  the  New-Married  Pair  to 
thy  gracious  regard  ;  for  Thou  art  able  to 
preserve  them  from  every  thing  which  would 
rob  them  of  the  comforts  and  benefits  of  that 
state  of  life,  on  which  they  have  entered. 

We  pray  Thee  to  keep  them  from  ever 
relaxing  in  that  mutual  attention,  which  they 
have  hitherto  practised.  May  they,  to  the 
last  of  their  continuance  together,  take 
delight  in  giving  pleasure  to  each  other. 

If  there  be  in  either  of  them  any  natu- 
ral infirmity  of  temper,  by  which  the  due 
warmth  of  their  affection  may  be  in  danger 
of  decreasing,  grant  that  they  may  be 
watchful  over  themselves,  with  respect  to 
that  infirmity. 
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And  that  there  may  be  a  carefulness  to 
avoid  faults,  and  at  the  same  time,  a  readi- 
ness to  bear  them  with  undiminished  af- 
fection, we  earnestly  pray,  that  thy  grace 
may  daily  acquire  an  increasing  power 
over  their  hearts. 

May  they  reverence  that  holy  word  of 
thine,  which  teacheth  them  their  respec- 
tive duties ;  and  discharge  those  duties 
with  thankfulness  to  Thee,  for  having 
shown  them  the  way  to  be  a  blessing  to 
each  other.  And  grant,  O  Lord,  that  they 
may  contribute  to  the  good  of  each  other, 
not  only  by  discharging  the  peculiar  duties 
of  their  respective  provinces,  but  likewise 
in  the  common  concerns  of  religion.  May 
the  salvation  of  the  one,  be  ever  near  the 
heart  of  the  other ;  and  may  they  walk  hand 
in  hand,  as  followers  of  their  Saviour :  help- 
ing each  other  forward,  in  the  path  of 
christian  faith  and  piety. 

*  [If  it  should  be  thy  pleasure,  O  Lord, 
to  give  them  children,  may  they  attend  to 

*  The  paragraph  between  the  brackets  may  be  omitted,  if 
the  age  of  the  new-mariied  pair  render  it  improper. 
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their  religious  instruction,  not  in  a  superfi- 
cial way;  but  with  all  the  care  and  dili- 
gence which  so  great  a  concern  requireth. 
And  let  thy  blessing  attend  such  endea- 
vours, that  their  children  may  be  preserved 
from  the  dangers,  both  of  bad  example, 
and  erroneous  doctrines.] 

Give  them  grace  to  exercise  a  religious 
care  for  their  household ;  and  be  pleased 
to  succeed  it,  to  the  everlasting  good  of 
every  one  dwelling  under  their  roof. 

O  do  Thou  preserve  them  from  the  trou- 
bles which  many  suffer,  through  those  of 
their  own  household.  But  if  affliction 
either  from  this,  or  any  other  cause  befall 
them,  support  them  during  the  trial.  En- 
able them  to  show  forth  those  Christian 
tempers  which  ought  to  appear  in  their 
conduct,  and  to  make  the  blessed  effects 
of  true  religion  manifest  to  every  one. 

And  above  all,  we  pray  Thee  to  afford 
them  thy  gracious  assistance,  in  the  hour 
of  separation.     Let  the  departing  member 
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be  blessed  with  the  consolations  of  Chris- 
tianity ;  and  the  survivor  be  resigned  to 
thy  will,  and  comforted  with  the  hope  of 
never-ending  joys. 

In  the  mean  time,  grant  unto  us,  O 
Lord,  the  comfort  of  seeing  that  Thou  hast 
blessed  this  union ;  and  may  we  receive  the 
tokens  of  it  with  thankfulness  to  Thee,  the 
prime  source  of  all  our  enjoyments. 

These  mercies  we  ask,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  who 
taught  us  thus  to  pray. 

Our  Fathevy  ^c. 


A  Prmjerfor  the  Children  of  a  Family, 

To  he  used  by  Parents  on  the  Anniversary 
of  their  own  Marriage,  the  Birth- Day  of 
a  Child,  or  any  other  fit  Occasion, 

O  Lord  God,  thy  providence  and  mercy 
call  for  our  continual  praise.  Thou  not  only 
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determinest  the  bounds  of  our  habitation  in 
this  world,  but  affordest  us  the  means  of 
grace ;  that  when  we  are  called  hence,  we 
may  enter  into  everlasting  habitations  of 
peace  and  joy. 

O  that  all  who  are  favoured  with  these 
means  may  avail  themselves  of  them,  to 
their  present  and  everlasting  benefit.  But 
for  whom,  O  Lord,  should  we  more  feel 
such  a  concern,  than  for  our  dear  offspring, 
in  whose  behalf  we  now  humbly  draw 
near  to  Thee  ? 

Grant  unto  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  both 
knowledge  and  grace,  for  bri?iging  them 
up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord.  As  it  ought  to  be  our  principal 
concern  to  guard  our  children  from  the 
evils  of  that  state  into  which  we  have  been 
the  means  of  bringing  them,  we  would 
lead  them  to  our  Saviour ;  earnestly  in- 
treating  Him  to  take  them  into  his  hands  : 
for  we  can  have  no  hope,  either  for  our- 
selves, or  for  them,  but  in  the  power  and 
grace  of  that  Good  Shepherd. 
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Crown,  O  Lord,  our  endeavours  for  their 
good  with  thy  blessing.  Suffer  not  those 
whose  welfare  we  seek,  to  misunderstand 
us.  Let  them  not  look  upon  us  as  tJieh^  ene- 
mies, because  we  tell  them  the  truth.  Give 
to  our  children  a  teachable  disposition ; 
that  they  may  not  lose  the  benefit  of  in- 
struction through  obstinacy,  rashness,  or 
vanity.  While  we  are  pointing  out  to  them 
the  path  of  peace,  may  thy  Holy  Spirit 
open  their  eyes  to  see  the  way,  and  incline 
their  hearts  to  walk  therein. 

And  we  humbly  pray,  that  a  full  reward 
may  be  given  to  us.  Let  none  of  them  be 
content  to  be  numbered  with  those  who 
have  the  form  of  godliness  without  the 
power ;  but  may  we  have  cause  to  rejoice 
over  them,  as  those  who  cleave  to  the  Lard 
with  purpose  of  heart. 

Let  thy  presence,  Most  Blessed  God, 
accompany  them  all  through  life.  Though 
new  situations  should  produce  new  and 
greater  temptations,  yet  all  will  be  well,  if 
Thou  art  with  them.     O  guide  them  in  all 
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the  steps  which  they  take,  m  matters  relat- 
ing to  this  Hfe ;  and  suffer  them  to  enter 
into  no  connections  which  may  be  injurious 
to  them,  either  in  temporal,  or  spiritual 
things.  In  all  their  ways  may  they  ac- 
hiowledge  Thee  ;  and  do  Thou  direct  their 
paths. 

We  do  not  ask  great  things  for  them.  We 
only  pray,  that,  in  that  way  which  seemeth 
good  unto  Thee,  they  may  have  the  honour 
of  being  useful  to  others.  Should  any  of 
them  prosper  in  temporal  things,  let  them 
rejoice  in  their  success,  principally,  on 
account  of  its  putting  more  power  into 
their  hands  to  do  good. 

But  whether  high  or  low  in  the  world, 
let  the  interests  of  thy  Church  be  ever  dear 
to  them ;  and  may  they  count  it  an  honour 
to  do  any  thing  by  which  those  interests 
may  be  promoted.  O  Lord,  suffer  them 
not  to  leave  the  place  which  Thou  hast 
allotted  to  them;  but  in  that  place  and 
station  may  they  live  to  thy  glory,  and 
seek  the   good    of  their  fellow-creatures. 
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And  if  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to 
do  any  thing  more  toward  those  ends, 
than  to  hand  down  the  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  to  posterity,  by  instructing  their 
own  children,  may  they  see  that  this  is  a 
great  and  good  work;  and  attend  to  it 
with  diligence  and  delight.  Be  pleased, 
O  Lord,  to  give  success  to  their  endea- 
vours ;  that  they  may  have  the  honour  of 
contributing  to  preserve  a  godly  seed  in 
the  earth* 

We  do  not  ask  that  our  children  may  be 
exempted  from  all  trial ;  for  we  know  not 
but  it  may  be  good  for  them  to  taste  the 
cup  of  affliction :  But  we  request,  that  if 
they  are  tried,  they  may  be  led  to  that 
Saviour  for  relief  who  sympathizes  with  us 
in  all  our  distresses ;  and  by  whose  grace 
they  may  not  only  be  supported  under  their 
afflictions,  but  in  the  end  be  improved  by 
them. 

O  Lord,  whatever  be  their  situation  in 
the  world,  grant  that  they  may  walk  as 
etrangers  and  pilgrims  on  earth.     Never 
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may  they  be  ashamed  of  Christ,  or  of  his 
words,  or  of  those  who  faithfully  serve  him. 
May  love  to  God,  faith  in  Jesus,  and  thank- 
ful remembrance  of  what  he  did  for  men, 
increase  in  them  every  day.  As  they  ap- 
proach the  end  of  their  course,  may  they 
feel  in  their  hearts  an  increasing  longing  to 
be  with  their  Saviour,  that  theij  may  behold 
his  glcrry.  And  when  the  hour  of  separa^ 
tion  Cometh,  do  Thou  be  with  them  ;  that 
they  may  make  an  honourable  and  com- 
fortable end. 

O  let  there  he  a  generation  to  serve  Thee  ; 
and  may  all  of  this  house  be  of  that  num- 
ber, and  walk  as  those  who  are  of  thy  family. 
All  which  we  ask,  in  the  name  of  thy 
dear  Son  our  Lord ;  to  whom,  with  Thy- 
self, and  Holy  Spirit,  be  everlasting  praises* 
Amen* 


%  2 
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A  Prayer  to  be  occasionalhj  used  in  a 
Family,  tvhen  hijidel  Sentiments  appear 
to  be  spreading, 

O  Lord,  all  thy  worhs  praise  Thee,  The 
heavens,  the  earth,  and  the  sea,  with  the 
several  orders  of  Creatures  which  Thou 
hast  made  to  inhabit  them,  all  show  forth 
thy  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness.  But 
Thou  hast  been  pleased,  in  thine  abundant 
grace,  to  ordain  more  direct  means  for 
our  instruction,  by  causing  the  "  Holy 
Scriptures  to  be  written  for  our  learning." 
Herein  Thou  hast  not  only  made  our  duty 
manifest,  but  hast  hkewise  revealed  thy 
mercy  in  Christ  Jesus  to  our  fallen  race. 
Blessed  be  thy  name,  for  casting  our  lot 
in  a  land  where  the  contents  of  thy  writ- 
ten word  are  made  known,  in  our  native 
tongue. 

We  w^ould  hkewise  call  to  mind,  () 
Lord,  the  thankfulness  we  ought  to  feel, 
for  that  abundant  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
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Scripture,  which  hath  come  down  to  us. 
We  bless  Thee  for  the  varied  and  con- 
vincing proofs  afforded  by  the  fulfihnent  of 
prophecy,  the  working  of  miracles,  the 
purity  of  the  Christian  doctrine,  and  the 
extensive  benefits  which  have  followed  its 
reception. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  since  by  all  these 
things  the  truth  of  the  Bible  is  made  so 
evident,  do  Thou  impress  upon  the  mind 
of  each  of  us,  a  due  sense  of  our  obligation 
to  live  according  to  it.  May  we  seriously 
consider  how  responsible  we  are  for  such 
an  advantage  put  into  our  hands,  and  how 
inexcusable  we  shall  be,  should  we  be 
made  neither  wiser  nor  better  thereby. 

And,  O  Gracious  God,  whither  else 
should  we  go  for  the  words  of  eternal  life  ! 
To  what  other  source  could  we  turn  for 
peace  of  conscience,  for  a  hope  that  maketh 
not  ashamed,  or  for  support  under  the 
troubles  to  which  we  are  liable !  O  give 
us  grace,   then,  to  yield  ourselves  up  to 
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the  guidance  of  thy  holy  word,  unreservedly 
and  faithfully.     Let    all   our  desires  and 
purposes  be  determined  by  it ;  and  may 
we  be  governed  by  it,  both  in  heart  and 
conduct,    iu  every  relation,  and  in  every 
circumstance  of  our  condition.    Then,   O 
Lord,  How  blessed  will  be  our  life  !  What 
peace  will  there  be  in  our  hearts !  What 
union    in    our    families !     How  free  from 
strife    and   debate  with   our    neighbours ! 
What    quietness   shall    we    enjoy   in    the 
midst   of  disturbance !   What  consolation 
in    our   afflictions !     What    hope    in    our 
end! 

Thus,  O  Lord,  may  we  enjoy  that  ad- 
ditional evidence  of  the  truth  of  thy  word, 
which  the  believing  and  obedient  soul 
has,  in  the  experienced  effects  of  walking 
according  to  it.  But  may  we  not  only 
have  the  witness  in  ourselves  ;  may  we  also 
be,  in  our  place  and  station,  credible  wit- 
nesses for  thy  truth  to  others.  Help  us 
so  conscientiously  to  obey  the  precepts 
pf  the  Gpspel,  and  so  to  adorn  a  holy  life^ 
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by  that  kind  and  patient  spirit  which  it 
equally  inculcates,  as  may,  through  thy 
blessing,  win  the  unthinking  to  enquire  into 
its  nature,  and  convince  the  gainsaying  of 
its  excellence. 

Be  pleased,  O  Lord,  to  bless  the  endea- 
vours which  thy  servants  are  making  to  de- 
fend the  Holy  Scriptures  against  those, 
who  have  of  late  risen  up  to  blaspheme 
them.  And  grant,  that  their  zealous  la- 
bours may  not  only  refute  the  cavils  of  in- 
fidelity, but  serve  to  strengthen  the  faith 
of  those  who  believe. 

And  since  the  greatest  hindrance  to  the 
reception  of  thy  holy  word  lieth  in  the 
corruption  of  our  nature,  O  do  Thou,  who 
hast  provided  so  much  evidence  for  the 
understanding,  be  mercifully  pleased  to 
operate  on  the  hearts  of  men.  Take  away 
from  them  all  aversion  to  thy  truth.  Bend 
the  stubborn  will.  Root  out  pride  and 
ignorance.  Take  away  the  love  of  the 
world,  and  every  diseased  affection  of  our 
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nature.  And  may  thine  enlightening  Spirit 
so  convince  men  of  their  sinfulness,  and 
fill  their  mind  with  such  just  apprehen- 
sions of  its  consequences,  as  shall  not  only 
conquer  all  their  objections  to  the  Gospel 
Revelation,  but  make  them  flee  to  it  for 
refuge,  to  lay  hold  of  the  hope  there  set 
before  them;  rejoicing  in  the  abundant 
means  which  Thou  hast  provided  for  the 
salvation  of  the  soul. 

Finally,  O  Lord,  preserve  us  from  the 
subtleties  of  those  who  are  labouring  to 
turn  us  from  the  way  of  truth  and  righte- 
ousness; and  grant  that  all  their  machi- 
nations may  be  overruled  to  the  more  ex- 
tensive diffusion  of  Christian  knowledge, 
and  the  increase  of  every  holy  disposition, 
in  all  who  own  the  Christian  name. 

Hear  us,  O  Merciful  God,  in  these  our 
humble  supplications,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  to  whom  with  Thyself, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glory  lor  ever  and 
ever.     Amen. 


¥ 
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PR  AYE  MS, 

Which  may  be  added  io  any  of  the  preceding 
Morniiig  and  Evening  Prayers, 


In  a  Time  of  Scarcity. 


kMi'^'i^ 


We  humbly  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  re- 
gard our  land  in  mercy,  at  this  time  of 
scarcity.  Be  pleased  to  look  upon  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  Poor,  and  afford  relief  to 
them  in  thine  own  good  time.  Grant,  O 
Lord,  that  this  trying  dispensation  of  thy 
providence  may  be  sanctified  to  them,  by 
bringing  them  to  regard  Thee  in  all  their 
affairs.  Teach  them  to  labour  for  the  meat 
which  endureth  unto  everlasting  life,  and 
which  Christ  our  Saviour  will  give  to  all 
who  apply  to  him  for  it. 

May  the  present  difficulties  have  a  good 
effect  on  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  land, 
O  th^t  thy  judgments  may  bring  our  sins 


266  OCCASIONAL  PRAYERS. 

to  remembrance !  May  we  be  so  hum- 
bled under  the  sense  of  our  transgressions, 
as  to  justify  Thee,  and  condemn  ourselves. 
May  we  learn  by  all  the  trials  which  befall 
us  here,  that  this  world  is  not  our  rest. 
And  may  we  have  grace  to  seek  after  a 
meetness  for  that  blessed  state,  to  which 
Thou  wilt  hereafter  conduct  all  thy  faith- 
ful servants. 


On  the  Return  of  Plenty, 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  O  Lord,  for  gra- 
ciously regarding  the  distresses  of  the  Poor, 
by  affording  us  a  greater  plenty  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  this  life.  O  Lord,  though  our 
sins  are  great,  yet  thy  compassions  fail  not. 
Thy  chastisements  are  removed,  not  be- 
cause we  have  deserved  the  removal  of 
them,  but  because  it  is  "  thy  nature  and 
"  property  ever  to  have  mercy  and  to  for- 
•'  give.''  O  \et\hy  goodness  lead  us  to  repent- 
ance !  And  since  Thou  hast  sent  food,  send 
us  also  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  that 

9 
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we  may  thankfully   remember  that  God, 
who  relieved  us  in  the  time  of  necessity. 

And  O  Gracious  Lord,  may  we  duly  con- 
sider that  man  liveih  not  by  bread  alone. 
May  we  be  desirous  of  those  blessings  which 
thy  word  setteth  before  us,  as  necessary 
to  our  souls.  We  bless  Thee,  O  Lord, 
for  having  provided  for  our  everlasting 
well-being.  O  may  we  hunger  after  the 
bread  of  life  ;  that  our  souls  may  live,  and 
praise  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 


hi  a  Time  of  War. 

O  MOST  Holy  God,  to  whom  all  things  are 
known,  and  who  hast  wise  reasons  for  per- 
mitting every  event  which  taketh  place  in 
the  world ;  give  us  grace  to  humble  ourselves 
under  thy  mighty  hand.  Take  away  from  us, 
we  beseech  Thee,  all  hardness  of  heart. 
Cause  us  seriously  to  reflect  on  the  miseries 
of  war;  and  to  obey  that  awful  voice  which 
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now  calleth  tis  to  weejnng  and  to  suppU^ 
cation.  Sanctify  tons  the  solemn  situation 
into  which  our  sinful  passions  have  brought 
us;  that  we  may  not  only  call  upon  thj 
holy  name,  but  j^m^  away  the  evils  which 
provoke  thy  righteous  displeasure. 

O  Merciful  God,  though  we  be  chastised, 
let  us  not  be  forsaken  by  Thee.  Give  wis- 
dom, we  humbly  beseech  Thee,  to  those 
who  manage  our  public  affairs  ;  that  they 
may  discern,  and  adopt  the  best  measures 
that  can  be  pursued  at  this  time ;  and  do 
Thou  be  pleased  to  give  success  to  them. 

But  let  our  eyes  be  directed  to  Thee, 
and  suffer  us  not  to  trust  in  an  arm  of  flesh. 
Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  Lord,  and  remove 
that  sore  judgment  with  which  we  are  now 
visited ;  that  both  we,  and  all  the  nations 
which  suffer  in  this  war,  may  again  enjoy 
the  blessing  of  peace. 

Thanks  be  to  thy  name,  O  God  qf  all 
grace,  for  the  prospect  of  a  better  state, 
O  that  the  sins  and  miseries  of  this  world 
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may  serve  to  wean  our  hearts  from  it,  and  to 
make  us  the  humble  and  faithful  followers 
of  that  Saviour,  who  hath  "  opened  the 
"  kingdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers." 


On  the  Return  of  Peace, 

O  Lord  God,  who  hast  now  given  unto 
us  the  blessings  of  Peace,  enable  us  to  yield 
humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  Thee,  for  re- 
moving that  dreadful  scourge  with  which 
we  were  of  late  deservedly  punished.  Suf- 
fer us  not,  O  Lord,  to  provoke  Thee  by  our 
sins  to  give  us  up  again  to  the  desolations 
of  War ;  but  may  we  live  to  Thee,  who 
hast  been  graciously  pleased  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  effusion  of  human  blood. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  that  the  earth  is 
quiet,  grant  that  thy  word  may  run  and  he 
glorified.  May  the  knowledge  of  thy  truth 
prevail,  and  the  force  of  those  divine  prin- 
ciples  contained  in   the   Gospel   be   felt 
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every  where ;  that  wars  may  cease  in  the 
worldy  and  that  righteousness,  as  well  as 
peace,  may  flourish  among  all  nations. 

And  be  graciously  pleased,  O  Lord,  to 
enable  us  still  to  resist  sin,  and  Satan,  unto 
death  ;  that  we  may  be  admitted  into  that 
kingdom  of  peace,  into  which  all  thy  faith- 
ful servants  shall  hereafter  enter. 


In  a  Time  of  severe  Frost. 

Teach  us>  O  Lord,  to  stand  in  awe  of 
that  mighty  power  which  now  preventeth 
the  waters  from  flowing.  Be  mercifully 
pleased  to  set  bounds  to  the  duration  of  the 
present  severe  weather ;  that  we  may  not  be 
punished  by  it  to  that  degree,  which  our 
sinfulness  deserves.  Look  down  in  pity, 
O  Lord,  on  the  Poor.  Open  the  hearts 
and  hands  of  those  who  are  able  to 
help  them  ;  tliat  their  distresses  may   be 
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lightened.  And  may  the  sufferings  which 
the  Poor  and  the  Aged  feel  at  this  time 
be  made  useful  to  their  soul,  by  causing 
them  to  call  upon  Thee  in  this  day  of  their 
trouble,  and  thereby  learning,  what  a  refuge 
Thou  art  to  those  who  trust  in  Thee. 


In  a  Time  of  Drought,  or  of  excessive  Main. 

O  Lord  God,  from  whom  alone  cometh 
our  daily  bread,  have  compassion  on  us,  and 
appear  for  the  relief  of  thine  unworthy  crea- 
tures, by  giving  to  us  seasonable  weather  for 
the  fruits  of  the  earth.  The  sun,  O  Lord,  is 
thine  ;  the  rain  is  thine  :  Thou  canst  make 
either  of  them  an  instrument  of  supplying 
the  wants  of  a  people,  or  a  rod  to  punish 
them  for  theur  sins.     O  God,  we  humbly 
implore  Thee,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
to  have  mercy  on  our  land,  and  preserve 
the  labours  of  the  husbandman  from  being 
destroyed.     And   if  Thou    shouldest  be 
pleased  to  hear  this  prayer,  O  suffer  us  not 
to  forget  thy  mercies,    nor  fail  to  follow 
prayer  with  praise. 
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Oil  a  favourable  Change  of  Weather, 

We  bless  thy  holy  name,  Most  Gracious 
Lord,  for  the  present  seasonable  change  of 
weather.  O  that  we  may  long  remember 
thy  goodness,  and  show  forth  our  thankful- 
ness, not  in  words  only,  but  in  obedience 
to  thy  holy  will.  And  while  we  pray  that 
we  may  be  always  thankful  for  temporal 
mercies,  we  pray  likewise  that  we  may  not 
neglect  the  better  blessings  wliich  Thou 
hast  provided  for  us  in  Jesus  Christ.  O 
kindle  in  our  hearts  an  ardent  desire  after 
them ;  that  we  may  obtain  them,  and  that 
when  flesh  and  heart  shall  fail  (as  ere  long 
they  will)  we  may  rejoice  in  God^  as  our 
portion  for  ever. 


For  the  Master  of  a  Family ,  tvhen  he 
is  abroad. 

O  Lord  God,  who  art  every  where  pre- 
sent, be  pleased  to  bless  thy  servant  the 
master  of  this  family,  during  his  absence 
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from  home.  Preserve  him  from  wicked 
men,  from  dangerous  diseases,  from  sinful 
temptations,  and  all  other  evils,  bodily  or 
spiritual,  to  which  he  may  be  exposed. 
We  humbly  pray  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  con- 
duct him  by  thy  gracious  providence  to 
his  house  again  in  peace.  And  make  both 
him  and  us  thankful,  for  thy  mercies  to- 
ward each  other.  Hear,  O  Merciful  God, 
his  prayers  for  us,  and  ours  for  him. 

And  may  we  so  live  together  here  as  to 
do  honour  to  religion,  by  showing  how  the 
fear  and  love  of  thy  name  doth  regulate 
and  sweeten  society  *. 


For  Children  who  are  going  from  Home  to 
be  educated. 

We  commend  our  dear  children  who  are 
going  to  school  to-day  to  thy  gracious  re- 

*  The  sarae   prayer,  by  a  slight  alteration,  may  be  used 
when  the  mistress  of  a  family  is  from  home. 
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gard,  O  Lord.  We  intreat  Thee  to  pre- 
serve both  then-  bodies  and  their  minds 
from  evil. 

And  may  they  be  fitted,  under  those  to 
whose  care  they  are  committed,  to  lead  a 
life  that  shall  be  useful  to  others,  and 
comfortable  to  themselves. 


For  one  of  the  Family  who  is  going  a 
Journey, 

We  commend  to  Thy  care,  O  Lord,  thy 
servant  who  is  about  to  enter  upon  a  jour- 
ney. Be  Thou  his  director  and  defender. 
Be  graciously  pleased  to  keep  him  not 
only  from  bodily  evils,  but  from  falling 
into  temptatio7i.  May  he  return  in  peace 
to  this  house  ;  and  may  we  all  join  again  in 
praising  Thee,  for  thy  mercies  to  each 
other. 
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On  the  safe  Retmm  of  one  of  the  Family 
after  a  Journey, 

We  bless  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  the  return 
of  thy  servant,  who,  through  thy  good  Pro- 
vidence, arrived  among  us  this  day  in 
safety.  We  thank  Thee  for  all  the  bless- 
ings he  received,  during  his  journey  ;  and 
we  pray  Thee  to  fill  his  heart,  and  our 
own,  with  thankfulness  to  Thee,  for  caus- 
ing us  to  meet  again  in  peace. 


T  2 
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PRAYERS, 

To  he  zisecl  with  Individuals  under  par- 
ticidar  Circumstances, 


To  be  used  with  a  Woman,  during  the  Time 
of  Child-hearing, 

Most  Blessed  Lord,  "  the  helper  of  all 
"  who  flee  to  Thee  for  succour,"  look  mer- 
cifully upon  thy  handmaid,  and  protect  her 
from  all  things  that  may  be  hurtful  to  her 
in  her  present  circumstances.  Be  pleased 
to  support  her  under  all  the  infirmities  she 
may  feel.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  she  may 
be  brought  safely  through  the  hour  of  dif- 
ficulty. Give  her  grace,  we  beseech  Thee, 
to  commit  herself  to  Thee,  and  to  trust 
constantly  in  thy  power  and  mercy. 

May  the  anxieties  which  she  feeleth  con- 
cerning the  issue  of  her  present  condition, 
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lead  her  to  attend  seriously  to  the  care  of 
her  soul,  and  to  seek  earnestly  for  a  well- 
grounded  hope  of  salvation  ;  that  she  may 
be  prepared  for  all  events,  and  may  war- 
rantably  expect  thy  presence  and  thy  help, 
in  all  situations.  If  it  please  Thee,  O 
Lord,  may  she  be  the  joyful  mother  of  a 
living  child.  And  may  that  child  be  one 
of  the  happy  number  of  those,  who  sin- 
cerely serve  Thee  in  this  world,  and  shall 
live  with  Thee  in  the  world  to  come, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


To  be  used  with  a  Woman,  after  being  safeltj 
delivered  in  Child-birth, 


O  MOST  Merciful  God,  we  would  be 
thankful  to  Thee,  for  thy  compassionate 
b  regard  to  thy  handmaid,  to  whom  Thou  hast 
granted  a  safe  delivery  in  the  hour  of  child- 
birth. Fill  her  heart  with  thankfulness  for 
what  Thou  hast  done  for  her  ;  and  let  her 
soul  magnify  tlie  Lord  her  Saviour,  for  con- 
tinuing her  yet  among  the  living.  Enable 
her,  O  Lord,  to  depend  on  Thee  for  her  per- 
fect restoration  to  health   and   strength. 
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May  the  remembrance  of  thy  late  mercy 
to  her>  lead  her  to  give  herself  up  anew  to 
that  Gracious  God  who  helped  her  in  the 
trying  hour ;  and  may  she  earnestly  pray, 
that  the  life  which  he  hath  been  pleased  to 
spare,  may  be  spent  in  following  her  Sa- 
viour more  faithfully  than  ever. 


Let  these  Words  he  added,  if  the  Child  be 
living. 

And  if  it  please  Thee,  that  the  child  which 
Thou  hast  given  to  her  should  live  to  be 
capable  of  receiving  instruction,  enable  her, 
O  Lord,  to  "  train  him  up  in  the  way  in 
"  which  he  should  go."  Like  a  Christian 
Mother,  may  she  be  careful  to  provide  for 
the  welfare  oihis  soul,  and  make  it  her  chief 
business  to  teach  him  the  excellency  of  the 
Icnowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  Bless 
her  instructions  to  him.  Hear  her  prayers 
for  him.  Enable  her  to  hold  forth  a  good 
example  to  him.  And  may  both  parent  and 
child  so  walk  together  on  earth,  as  to  meet 
in  heaven,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord; 
to  whom  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy 
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Ghost,  be  all  honour  and  glory,  for  ever 
and  ever.     Amen. 


To  be  used  with  a  Sick  Perso7i. 

O  Lord  God  of  our  Salvation,  how  mi- 
serable would  our  condition  be,  had  we  not 
Thee  to  look  to,  in  time  of  trouble.  We 
would,  therefore,  give  thanks  to  Thee  for 
awakening  our  minds  to  the  consideration 
of  eternal  things,  even  though  it  be  done 
by  a  severe  stroke  of  affliction.  We  ought 
to  account  it  a  mercy  to  be  brought  to  se- 
riousness, and  to  prayer;  whatever  be  the 
methods  which  Thou  mayest  be  pleased  to 
take  for  this  purpose. 

O  Lord,  we  find  that  although  we  can 
live  regardless  of  Thee  in  the  day  of  pros- 
perity,  we  cannot  support  adversity,  without 
thy  help :  then  we  find  how  wretched  a  con- 
dition it  is  not  to  have  God  for  our  friend. 
O  sanctify  that  discovery,  that  it  may  effec- 
tually cure  us  oi  forgetting  the  Lord  our 
Maker  ; — that  it  may  cause  us  to  return  to 
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Thee,  with  our  whole  heart ; — and  that  we 
may  never  more  forsake  Thee,  the  fountain 
of  living  ivater^s. 

Look,  O  Lord,  we  humbly  beseech  Thee, 
upon  him  who  lieth  upon  this  bed  of  sick- 
ness, and  make  this  visitation  of  thy  Pro- 
vidence beneficial  to  him,  O  may  it  be 
accompanied  with  such  mercy,  such  grace 
to  his  soul,  that  he  may  have  reason  to  all 
eternity  to  say,  that  it  was  good  for  him  to  be 
afflicted.  May  he  in  this  confinement  learn, 
and  be  duly  affected  with  those  great  and 
blessed  truths  of  thy  word,  which  none  of 
us  regard  with  sufficient  attention,  in  the 
hours  of  ease  and  health.  O  that  he  may 
savingly  learn,  that  there  is  nothing  so 
much  to  be  desired  as  an  interest  in  thy 
favour  ; — that  there  is  no  hope  for  fallen 
man,  but  in  the  mercy  of  God  ; — that  sin 
is  the  greatest  evil — holiness  the  greatest 
good — and  that  Christ  is  the  only  refuge 
for  a  guilty  soul. 

We  humbly  intreat  Thee,  O  heavenly 
Father,  that,  if  it  be  consistent  with  thy 
will,  he  may  be  raised  up  again  ;  and  that 
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he  may  be  yet  continued  among  us,  living 
a  godly  and  comfortable  life;  happy  in 
himself^  and  a  blessing  to  those  with  whom 
he  is  connected.  May  it  please  Thee  to 
moderate  his  sufferings.  Do  thou  direct  us 
to  the  best  methods  for  his  relief ;  and  be 
mercifully  pleased  to  give  success  to  them. 
May  he  patiently  submit  to  what  he  may 
have  to  bear ;  and,  under  the  sharpest 
pains  which  he  may  endure,  enable  him  to 
adore  and  bless  Thee,  for  not  dealing  with 
him  according  to  the  full  desert  of  his  sins. 

But  what  we  most  of  all  implore,  is,  that 
this  affliction  may  be  accompanied  with  the 
grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  working  in  him 
true  repentance,  a  lively  faith  in  Christ, 
and  an  ardent  desire  after  holiness.  Hear 
this  prayer  for  him,  O  Lord,  that  he  may  be 
made  fit  either  to  live,  or  to  die  ;  so  that, 
whatever  be  the  issue  of  this  sickness,  it 
may  end  in  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  be 
made  to  contribute  to  the  good  of  his  soul. 

And,    O  Lord,    teach    us    who   are   in 
health,    to  profit  by  what  we  see  others 
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suffer.  Let  the  sight  of  an  afflicted  fellow 
creature,  fill  us  with  thankfulness  for  the 
comforts  we  at  present  enjoy,  and  excite  us 
to  provide  against  the  hour  of  trial  which 
may  one  day  come  upon  ourselves.  O  may 
w^e  seek  TJiee  while  Thou  art  to  he  found. 
May  we  seriously  attend  to  the  voice  of 
Christ ;  and  like  Mary,  choose  that  good 
part  which  shall  never  be  t  ah  en  from  us. 

These  mercies  for  our  afflicted  brother, 
and  for  ourselves,  we  humbly  ask,  in  the 
name,  and  through  the  mediation  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom 
with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be 
ascribed  endless  praises.     Amen. 


If  this  Prayer  be  deemed  too  long  for  the 
Patient,  the  following  shorter  one  may 
be  used  in  its  stead, 

O  Thou  who  dost  not  willingly  afflict  nor 
grieve  the  children  of  men,  be  pleased  to 
look  down  with  compassion  upon  this  poor 
sufferer,  and  sanctify  his  present  affliction  to 
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him.  Be  pleased  to  support  him,  under  all 
that  he  may  have  to  endure  ;  and  make  the 
want  of  ease,  of  rest,  and  other  comforts 
of  health,  so  beneficial  to  his  better  part,  the 
soul,  that  he  may  have  reason  hereafter  to 
say,  that  it  ivas  good  for  him  to  be  afflicted. 

We  pray  thee  to  give  him  grace  to  sub- 
mit to  thy  will,  and  may  all  his  complaints 
be  silenced  by  the  remembrance  oihis  sins. 
O  Lord,  if  it  seem  good  unto  Thee,  give 
success  to  our  endeavours  for  his  recovery. 
And  accompany  thy  blessing  on  the  means 
of  health,  with  that  still  greater  blessing, 
the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit :  that,  in  the 
days  of  returning  strength,  he  may  live  the 
life  of  a  new  creature,  O  forgive  his  sins ; 
give  him  grace  to  repent  of  them  ;  and  may 
the  sincerity  of  his  repentance  be  made 
manifest,  by  his  denying  all  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts. 

We  beg  that,  if  it  be  consistent  with  thy 
will,  his  life  may  be  spared.  But  if  this  ill- 
ness should  prove  to  be  a  sickness  unto 
death,  O  Lord,  prepare  him  for  the  awful 
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change  which  awaiteth  him.  Suffer  him  not, 
we  most  humbly  beseech  Thee,  to  be  called 
hence,  till  he  savingly  know  Thee,  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  thou 
didst  in  mercy  send  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners.  Hear  us,  O  Lord,  for  the  sake  of 
thy  dear  Son,  to  whom  with  Thyself,  and 
Holy  Spirit,  be  everlasting  praises  ascribed. 
Amen. 


To  be  used  with  one  who  appears  to  be  at 
the  Point  of  Death. 

O  MOST  Gracious  God,  since  thy  throne 
of  grace  is  still  open  to  us,  we  humbly  beg 
to  be  heard  in  behalf  of  our  brother,  who  is 
now  brought  down  to  the  gates  of  the 
grave.  O  Lord,  we  have  done  with  praying 
for  his  life ;  and  all  that  we  have  to  ask  is, 
that  Thou  wouldest  be  pleased  to  succour 
him  in  this  trying  hour,  and  fit  him  for  the 
great  change  that  is  about  to  take  place. 


Forgive,  O  Merciful  Lord,  all  his  trans- 
gressions, for  the  sake  of  that  blessed  Sa- 
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viour,  who  shed  his  blood  for  the  remission 
of  sins.  May  his  last  moments  be  spent  in 
penitence  and  faith.  O  may  Ms  soul  be 
with  Thee,  whenever  it  shall  be  separated 
from  the  body  ;  and  may  he  be  supported 
under  what  he  now  suffereth,  by  a  well- 
grounded  hope  of  being  soon  joined  to  the 
Church  in  heaven. 

Permit  us,  O  God  of  all  comfort,  to  pray 
that  his  passage  out  of  time  into  eternity 
may  be  easy.  O  let  not  his  bodily  pains 
be  extreme,  nor  his  mind  be  oppressed 
with  doubts  and  fears.  Take  away,  O 
Lord,  the  bitterness  of  death,  by  giving  him 
a  foretaste  of  the  glory  of  heaven.  But 
above  all  we  beg,  that,  suffer  whatever  he 
may  in  this  hour,  either  in  body  or  mind, 
his  precious  soul  may  be  saved.  O  let 
this  petition  be  granted,  even  should  it 
seem  good  unto  Thee  not  to  bestow  the 
other  blessings  w^hich  we  have  asked  for 
him. 

And  O    have   mercy  on  the  living,  as 
well  as  the  dying  ;  and  teach  us,  by  every 
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instance  of  mortality,  so  to  number  our  days, 
as  to  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom.  All 
which  we  ask,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
thy  dear  Son  our  Lord,  in  whom  may  we 
he  found,  living  and  dying.     Amen. 


To  he  used  with  a  Person  who  is  recovering 
from  Sic/mess. 

O  Almighty  God,  who  art  able  to  bring 
down  the  strongest,  and  to  raise  up  the 
weakest,  we  bless  thy  holy  name  for  the 
favourable  appearances  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  condition  of  our  hrother.  O 
perfect  what  Thou  hast  begun,  and  give  Am, 
and  us,  reason  to  praise  Thee,  as  the  God 
of  salvation.  Teach  him  to  lift  up  his  heart 
to  Thee,  and  to  pray  that  life  may  not 
only  be  continued,  but  be  better  em-» 
ployed  than  it  hath  been  heretofore.  May 
this  desire  be  now  most  earnestly  felt. 
And  O  let  it  not  grow  faint,  when  health 
and  strength  return ;  but  may  it  increase 
in  him,  the  longer  he  liveth. 
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Teach  him,  O  Lord,  to  profit,  with  re- 
spect to  the  body,  by  what  he  hath  of  late 
suffered.     May  he  learn  to  guard  against 
all  things  which  may  endanger  his  health. 
And  teach  him,  O  God,  to  guard,  with  still 
greater  care,  against  whatever  may  endan- 
ger the  welfare  of  his  soul.     May  he  be 
enabled  to  live  a  life  of  watchfulness  and 
prayer.  Suffer  him  not  to  trust  even  to  the 
most  solemn  resolutions  he  may  be  now 
making,  but  to  thy  grace,  for  his  persever- 
ance in  well-doing :  looking  with  humble 
confidence  to  Thee  for  that  help,  which 
Thou  art  ever  ready  to  afford  to  those  who 
seek  for  it  in  the  name  of  thy  dear  Son. 

We  humbly  intreat  Thee  to  be  with  him, 
all  through  the  remainder  of  life.  Let  him 
not  forget,  that  ^  though  he  is  now  reco- 
vering from  sickness,  the  time  will  come, 
when  medicines  will  fail,  and  he  must  go  to 
the  grave,  the  house  appointed/or  all  living, 
O  enable  him  henceforward  to  follow  his 
Saviour  in  faith,  purity,  and  humility  ;  that 
when  the  time  o(  his  departure  hence  shall 
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come,  he  may  have  reason  to  rejoice  in  it, 
as  the  hour  of  complete  dehverance  from 
all  sin,  and  all  suffering. 

Hear  us,  O  Lord,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Mediator  and  Advocate,  to 
whom  with  the  Father,  and  Holy  Spirit,  be 
glory  and  honour  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


SCHOOL  PRAYERS. 

A  Morning  Prayer  to  be  used  by  Teachers 
of  a  School  with  their  Pupils. 

O  Lord,  our  Creator  and  Preserver, 
through  whose  providence  we  have  passed 
the  night  in  safety,  and  by  whose  holy 
word  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  for  its 
being  still  continued  to  us ;  we  bow  our 
knees  before  Thee,  and  humbly  offer  up 
our  thanksgivings  for  what  we  have  re- 
ceived from  thy  goodness  and  mercy. 


SCHOOL  PRAYERS.  289 

And  now,  O  Lord,  that  another  day  is 
before  us,  in  which  we  shall  have  need  of 
thy  protection,  we  pray  for  it  as  our  only 
security  from  danger  :  and  as  we  have  du- 
ties to  perform  this  day,  O  let  us  begin  it 
with  humble  supplications  for  the  assist- 
ance of  thy  grace,  that  whatever  we  have 
to  do  may  be  faithfully  done. 

Make  us  always  mindful  of  the  import- 
ant purposes  for  which  we  are  here  asso- 
ciated :  and  grant  that  the  whole  of  them 
may  be  seriously  attended  to,  both  by 
teachers  and  learners.  And  do  Thou  so 
bless  our  endeavours,  that  those  who  go 
from  hence  may  have  not  only  the  qualifi- 
cations necessary  to  their  future  condition, 
but  a  due  sense  of  the  motives  from  which 
they  should  act,  and  the  ends  which  they 
ought  to  seek,  in  the  whole  course  of  their 
life.  For  thus,  O  Lord,  will  they  pass 
their  days  with  satisfaction  to  themselves, 
and,  through  thy  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus, 
enter  into  eternal  rest,  w^hen  the  hour  of 
their  departure  shall  come. 
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May  we  now,  O  Lord,  resume  the  ne- 
cessary business  of  education,  with  a  thank- 
ful sense  of  thy  goodness  in  not  suifering 
any  hindrance  of  its  course  to  take  place. 
And  that  All  may  be  improved  by  this  re- 
newed opportunity,  give  to  every  One,  we 
beseech  Thee,  an  obedient  disposition,  a 
desire  to  excel,  and  a  spirit  of  industry  in 
using  the  means  of  advancement. 

We  pray  that  thy  providential  care  may 
be  over  our  pupils  in  the  hours  of  recrea- 
tion, as  well  as  in  those  of  study  ;  that  they 
maybe  preserved  from  the  injuries  to  which 
they  may  then  be  exposed,  and  return  to 
their  stated  employments,  refreshed  and 
strengthened  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
them. 

Bless  them  in  their  intercourse  with  one 
another ;  that  although  human  infirmities 
occasionally  appear  among  them,  the  pre- 
cepts of  thy  word  may  gain  such  an  ascend- 
ancy over  the  inclinations  of  nature,  as  to 
render  these  faults  less  and  less  frequent. 
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and  make  them  to  increase  in  good  will  to 
one  another,  as  their  years  increase. 

Let  thy  blessing,  O  Lord,  be  upon  all 
whom  we  ought  to  remember  in  our  pray- 
ers ;  and  especially,  upon  thy  servant  our 
King,  as  well  as  upon  all  those  who  are  in 
authority  under  him.  Preserve  every  one 
of  our  dear  relatives  from  all  evil.  We 
would  likewise  charitably  commend  to  thy 
mercy  all  who  are  afflicted  in  mind,  body, 
or  estate  :  hoping  to  be  graciously  heard  in 
these  our  humble  supplications,  for  our- 
selves, and  for  others,  through  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  thy  Son,  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour Jesus  Christ,  who  taught  us  thus  to 
pray, 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


u2 
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A?i  Evening  Prayer,  to  be  used  by  Teach- 
ers of  a  School  tvith  their  Pupils. 

O  God  of  all  grace,  Thou  hast  been 
pleased  so  to  keep  us  this  day,  that  we 
can  meet  at  the  conclusion  of  it,  as  we  did 
at  its  beginning,  to  show  forth  thy  praise 
for  the  blessings  we  have  received,  and  to 
commend  ourselves  again  to  thy  gracious 
protection. 

O  give  unto  us  all  a  lively  sense  of  the 
obligations  which  thy  mercies  bring  us  un- 
der. In  this  prayer,  O  Lord,  we  would 
particularly  remember  the  case  of  those 
young  persons  who  are  entrusted  to  us.  May 
they  consider  what  they  owe  to  Thee,  for 
the  peace  and  comfort  in  which  they  usually 
pass  their  days.  While  troubles  of  various 
kinds  have  been  filling  the  hearts  of  others 
with  sadness,  they  have  felt  no  want, — 
have  known  no  care, — have  had  no  dread- 
ful conflict  to  maintain,  nor  tears  of  sorrow 
to  shed.     And  shall  they  not  notice  these 
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things,  and  bless  thy  holy  name  for  these 
exemptions  from  what  others  have  had  to 
endure  ? 

Nor  have  they  been  left,  as  some  have, 
without  instruction,  or  without  time  to 
learn  that  which  is  necessary  to  their  wel- 
fare. They  have  been  taught  both  that 
which  may  be  of  great  use  to  them  in 
this  life,  and  that  likewise  which,  if  de- 
voutly remembered,  will  make  them  happy 
for  ever  :  thy  holy  word  read  amongst  us 
containing,  as  it  does,  the  glad  tidings  of 
redemption  through  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  and  plainly  showing  the 
means  by  which  all  its  blessings  may  be  re- 
ceived. O  what  shall  theij  render  unto 
Thee  for  all  these  benefits  ! 

But,  O  Thou  Searcher  of  the  heart,  there 
may  be  reasons  for  concluding  the  day  in  a 
spirit  of  humiliation,  as  well  as  of  thank- 
fulness. For,  innocent  of  many  things  of- 
fensive to  Thee  as  the  greater  part  of  those 
here  present  may  be,  through  their  tender 
age,  they  may  yet  not  be  without  fault. 
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If,  therefore,  any  of  them  have  been  guilty 
of  idleness,  or  of  falsehood,  or  of  quarrel- 
someness, or  any  other  thing  which  Thou 
hast  forbidden,  may  they  have  a  right  sense 
of  their  fault,  and  humbly  beg  thy  for- 
giveness, before  they  lie  down  to  rest. 

If  such,  O  Lord,  ought  to  be  the  feel- 
ings of  offending  children,  how  ought  we 
who  have  come  to  full  age  to  humble  our- 
selves before  Thee,  for  what  hath  been 
wrong  in  our  hearts  or  lives  this  day !  Look 
upon  us  then  in  mercy,  and  whereinsoever 
we  have  transgressed  may  we  be  penitent, 
while  we  pray  for  the  pardon  of  our  sins, 
in  the  name  of  that  Saviour  through  whom 
thy  grace  has  made  it  obtainable.  And  let 
not  thy  willingness  to  forgive  render  us 
less  careful  to  obey,  for  that  would  be  an 
abuse  of  thy  mercy ;  but  let  it  excite  us 
more  and  more  to  show  forth  thy  praise,  by 
walking  before  Thee  in  holiness  and  right- 
eousness all  the  days  of  our  life. 

We  now  commend  ourselves  to  Thee^ 
humbly  praying  that  we  may  be  preserved 
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from  every  evil  to  which  we  are  liable  ;  and 
that  we  may  be  favoured  with  such  refresh- 
ing sleep  as  may  be  necessary  to  our  health, 
and  to  the  effectual  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  continued  life.  All  which  we  ask, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Mediator 
and  Redeemer,  who  taught  us  thus  to 
pray. 

Our  Father,  S^c, 


A    PR  A  YER 

To  be  used  by  a  Mother  with  her  Children, 
before  they  begin  their  daily  Tasks, 

O  Lord  God,  who  hast  been  pleased  to 
give  me  these  dear  Children,  let  me  begin 
the  day  with  them,  by  offering  up  my  thanks- 
givings for  their  preservation  during  the 
last  night.  Make  them  thankful,  that  they 
have  a  Mother  to  take  care  of  them  ;  as  I 
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desire  to  be,  that  my  Children  are  conti- 
nued to  me. 


And  now,  O  Lord,  let  thy  blessing  be 
both  upon  me,  and  upon  them,  in  the  em- 
ployments on  which  they  are  about  to 
enter.  Direct  and  prosper  me,  in  that 
which  ought  to  be  my  first  and  principal 
endeavour,  the  training  them  in  the  know- 
ledge and  fear  of  thy  name. 

Dispose  their  mind  toward  every  thing 
that  is  good  ;  and  grant,  that  in  due  time,  I 
may  see  them  faithfully  following  the  word 
and  example  of  their  Saviour ;  serving 
Thee  their  God  with  delight,  dutiful  to 
their  parents,  reverencing  all  who  are  in 
authority,  kind  to  their  equals,  condescend- 
ing to  their  inferiors,  compassionate  to 
the  afflicted,  zealous  to  do  good,  improving 
in  all  Christian  dispositions,  and  looking 
forward  to  thy  heavenly  kingdom,  as  the 
consummation  of  their  warmest  hopes  and 
desires. 

May  it  please  Thee,  O  Lord,  to  endue 
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them  with  such  a  measure  of  capacity  for 
learning  whatever  is  taught  them,  as  Thou 
mayest  see  it  good  for  them  to  possess. 
And  may  they  have  grace  to  use  every  ac- 
quirement in  such  a  way,  as  may  most 
conduce  to  the  benefit  of  themselves,  and 
others. 

All  which  blessings  I  humbly  ask,  in  the 
name  of  thy  dear  Son,  our  only  Saviour, 
who  lived  and  died  for  us,  and  who  taught 
us  thus  to  pray, 

Our  Father,  ^c. 
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N,  B,  The  words  in  the  larger  Roman  character,  are  to  be 
read  by  the  Master  of  the  Family  only  ;  but  all  are  to 
join  audibly  in  the  words  which  are  printed  in  Italics, 

All  standing  up,  the  Master  of  the  Family  shall  begin  as 
followeth  : 

God,    who    made  all  things,    and  who 
preserveth  all  things,  hath  brought  vis  safe 

morning 

to  the    or    of  this  day.  We  are  assembled 

evening 

to  acknowledge,  with  thankfulness,  the 
blessings  which  we  have  received ;  to  ask 
for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  through  the 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  humbly  to 

pray  for  the  continuation  of  God's  good- 
day 
ness  to  us  through  the    ^r   ensuing. 

night 

Let  us  recollect,  that  we  are  now  ap- 
proaching the  Searcher  of  all  hearts;  and 
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may  the  consideration  of  his  awful  ma- 
jesty, and  fatherly  goodness,  cause  us  to 
address  him  with  reverence,  humility,  and 
thankfulness. 

The  Lord  be  with  you. 
And  with  thy  Spirit. 

Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

The  Lord's  name  he  praised. 

Here  let  a  Psalm  or  Hymn  be  sung. 
After  which,  all  being  seated,  the  Master  shall  distinctly  read 

A   PORTION   OF    HOLY  SCRIPTURE. 

After  the  portion  of  Holy  Scripture  is  read,  let  all  kneel  down 
while  the  Master  offer eth  up  this  short  prayer. 

Grant,  we  beseech  Thee,  Almighty 
God,  that  the  words  which  we  have  heard, 
may  through  thy  grace  be  so  grafted  in  our 
hearts,  that  they  may  bring  forth  in  us  the 
fruits  of  holy  living,  to  the  honour  and 
praise  of  thy  name,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.     Amen, 

O  Lord,  show  thy  mercy  upon  us ; 
And  grant  us  thy  sahaiion. 
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O  Lord,  save  the  King ; 

And  mercifully  hear  us  when  we  call  upon 

thee. 
Endue  thy  ministers  with  righteousness  ; 
And  make  thy  chosen  people  joyful, 
O  God,  make  clean  our  hearts  within  us  ; 
And  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us. 

Then  followeth  the  morning  or  evening  peayer 
for  the  day. 

After  which  let  all  join  in  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  Heaven,  hal- 
lowed he  thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come; 
thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  : 
Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread  ;  and  for- 
give us  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive  them 
that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us  not 
into  temptation  ;  but  deliver  us  from  evil  : 
For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power, 
and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  fellowship  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  us  all  evermore. 
Amen. 

Let  all  continue  on  their  knees,  for  a  few  minutes,  that 
each  one  may  silently  lift  up  his  heart  to  God,  and  beg  the 
Divine  blcssin;:. 
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NOTE. 

It  would  be  quite  foreign  to  the  design 
of  this  pubHcation,  to  enter  into  a  defence 
of  Liturgical  Worship.  But  to  the  members 
of  the  Church  of  England,  whose  public 
worship  is  liturgical,  I  cannot  but  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  that  mode  of  worship, 
in  their  families ;  inasmuch  as  it  would  ha- 
bituate their  domestics  to  such  attention  to 
the  minuter  parts  of  our  Church  service,  as 
would  greatly  contribute  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  whole.  The  spirit  of  our  worship 
is  in  a  great  measure  lost,  for  want  of  the 
audible  concurrence  of  the  congregation, 
in  the  responses.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
that  more  attention  is  paid  to  those  parts 
of  the  service  than  there  appears  ;  many, 
and  those  some  of  the  most  devout  wor- 
shippers, joining  in  them  silently  ;  but  not 
being  audibly  rehearsed,  they  seem  to  be 
left  entirely  to  the  clerk.  The  consequence 
of  this   is,    that    our  worship   sinks  into 
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a  heavy  and  spiritless  performance,  and 
a  general  listlessness  is  observed  to  prevail 
in  the  assembly,  long  before  the  service  is 
ended. 

We  are  informed,  that  in  the  Churches 
of  the  early  Christians  there  was  so  univer- 
sal, and  so  audible  a  concurrence  of  the 
worshippers,  in  the  Responses,  that  the 
uttering  them  resembled  the  sound  of  thun- 
der. It  is  greatly  to  be  wished,  that  such  a 
lively  attention  to  the  service  were  observ« 
able  in  our  Churches.  We  should  then  ap- 
pear much  more  like  an  assembly  of  people 
adoring  the  great  and  glorious  Creator,  than 
we  generally  do.  To  this  grand,  majestic, 
and  impressive  effect,  every  person  should 
be  excited  to  contribute  his  part. 

One  thing  which  may,  perhaps,  be  as- 
signed as  a  cause  of  our  inattention  to  the 
shorter  sentences  of  the  public  liturgy  is, 
the  people  being  so  entirely  unused  to  any 
thing  of  the  kind,  in  the  intervals  which 
occur  between  the  Sundays.  If  this  be  a 
cause  of  inattention,  the  use  of  a  Family 
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Liturgy  may  be  of  service  ;  as  thereby  our 
domestics  may  be  trained,  by  the  worship 
which  is  practised  at  home,  to  join  in  the 
service  of  the  Church.  But  in  order  to  its 
answering  this  end,  the  Master  of  the  Fa- 
mily should  be  observant  of  a  rule  suggested 
to  him  in  the  discourse  on  Family  Religion ; 
namely,  to  teach  his  domestics  to  join  in 
those  parts  of  worship  which  are  allotted  to 
them. 

Besides  the  good  effect  which  a  Family 
Liturgy  may  have  on  the  public  worship,  it 
seems,  independent  of  that  effect,  to  be  an 
eligible  mode  of  family  worship.  Assigning 
to  our  domestics  a  part  to  sustain  in  the 
worship,  may  serve  to  give  life  to  a  service, 
which  is  apt  to  be  accounted,  by  young 
people,  a  dull  employment.  It  may  help 
to  fix  their  attention,  and  to  impress  them 
with  this  important  consideration  ;  namely, 
that  Religion  is  a  business  in  which  every 
individual  ought  to  be  engaged. 
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A   PR  A YER 

Composed  for  occasional  Use  during  the 
late  War*. 

O  Almighty  God,  who  hast  called 
us  to  behold  Thee  scourging,  in  thy  just 
displeasure,  many  of  the  nations  of  the 
earth ;  we  would  adore  Thee  for  thy  mercy 
to  our  land,  in  having  hitherto  visited  us 
with  a  lighter  punishment,  than  hath  been 
suffered  by  other  nations. 

But,  O  Lord,  as  the  rod  of  judgment  is 
still  over  us,  and  we  know  not  what  may 
be  the  end  of  those  things  which  are  now 
passing  in  the  world ;  we  earnestly  beseech 

*  In  a  former  Edition,  this  prayer  was  entitled  "  A  Prayer 
relating  to  the  present  Times." 

X 


30r>  APPENDaX. 

Thee  to  give  us  such  a  thoughtfulness  of 
mind,  as  becometh  a  Christian  Nation,  in 
so  extraordinary  a  period  of  time. 

O  grant  that  all,  and  especially  those 
whom  Thou  hast  placed  in  public  stations, 
either  of  Church  or  State,  may  seriously 
consider,  wherefore  it  is  that  after  so  much 
blood  and  treasure  expended  to  avert  the 
evils  which  threaten  us,  there  yet  ap- 
peareth  no  sign  of  their  removal. 

And  since  we  are  taught  by  thy  word, 
that  sin  bringeth  down  judgments  upon  a 
people,  and  thatThou  in  mercy  takest  them 
away  if  repentance  ensueth  :  grant  that  we 
may  seek  the  removal  of  thy  judgments, 
by  repenting  of  what  is  evil  in  ourselves  ; 
and  by  an  earnest  endeavour  to  promote 
Christian  Faith  and  Piety  in  our  respective 
provinces ;  whether  much  or  little  be  en- 
trusted to  us. 

We  pray,  O  Lord,  not  only  that  those 
who  live  in  the  entire  neglect  of  religion 
may  be  brought  to  repentance  and  amend- 
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ment,  but  that  those  who  are  of  better 
character  may  be  preserved,  in  this  dmj 
of  rebuhe,  from  all  lukewarmness  in  their 
Christian  Profession. 

And  grant,  O  Lord,  that  the  earnestness 
of  those  who  are  sincerely  pious  may  not 
be  suffered  to  spend  itself  upon  uncertain 
things,  or  upon  any  thing  else  which  might 
divert  their  attention  from  the  duties 
peculiarly  incumbent  on  them,  in  tliis 
momentous  period. 

We  humbly  pray,  O  God  of  all  grace, 
that  amidst  the  anxieties  we  feel  in  this  day 
of  awful  visitation,  the  prosperity  of  the 
Church  may  be  our  greatest  subject  of 
concern.  O  let  not  Infidelity  be  suffered 
to  extend  its  deadly  influence  among  men. 
And  do  Thou  not  only  preserve  the  pro- 
fession of  Christianity  in  the  world,  but 
pour  forth  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  on 
all  who  believe  in  its  truth ;  that  they  may 
show  forth  a  greater  zeal  in  its  cause,  and 
adorn  it  by  a  more  holy  example. 

O  grant,  that  the  days  of  peace  may  re- 
x2 
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turn  ;  and  with  them,  abundance  of  grace  ; 
that    the    long-desired    blessing    may  be 
put  to  the  best  uses,  both  in  our  public 
and  private  proceedings.    But  if  it  should 
not  yet  be  thy  will  to  put  an  end  to  the 
distress    of   Nations,    we    earnestly  pray 
Thee  to  show  mercy  to  afflicted  Indivi- 
duals ;    by  making   the   sufferings   which 
they  have  to  endure  in  this  life,  the  means 
of  their  looMngfor  that  blessed  hope,  and 
the  glorious  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ. 

Finally,  we  pray  that  Thou  wouldest 
still  continue  to  afford,  in  this  favoured 
land,  a  refuge  from  the  fury  of  the  oppressor. 
And  grant  that  we  to  whom  others  flee 
for  safety,  may  have  a  lively  sense  of  thy 
mercy,  in  preserving  this  blessing  to  our- 
selves. Make  us  all  sensible  of  what  we 
owe  to  Thee,  for  our  quietness  at  home ; 
for  the  uninterrupted  administration  of  the 
means  of  grace ;  and  for  the  blessings  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  possessed  to  a  degree 
scarcely  any  where  else  known. 

Give  us  grace  to  make  such  a  dihgent 
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use  of  these  blessings,  as  to  be  daily  im- 
proving in  faith,  holiness,  charity,  and  all 
other  christian  virtues  ;  that  whatever  be 
the  events  which  in  thy  righteous  provi- 
dence Thou  mayest  permit  to  take  place 
in  the  world,  or  however  they  may  affect 
us  in  our  temporal  circumstances,  our 
souls  may  hereafter  be  received  into  thy 
heavenly  Kingdom. 

These  mercies  we  ask,  in  the  name  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ :  through 
whose  mediation  we  hope  for  them,  and  to 
whom,  with  thyself,  O  Father,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  be  glory,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 
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+4-+  The  Reader  is  requested  to  obseire,  that  where 
more  than  one  prayer  is  referred  to,  the  first  will  be 
found  more  appropriate  to  the  occasioo,  than  the  fol- 
lowing :  and  that  a  slight  alteration  will  be  suflScient 
to  conTert  a  Morning  into  an  Evening  Prayer,  or  an 
Evening  into  a  Morning  Prayer. 

When  a  prayer  suited  to  some  particular  occasion  is 
desired,  let  the  prayer  to  which  the  Index  directs  the 
inquirer,  be  privately  read  through,  before  it  is  used 
with  the  family ;  in  order  to  see,  where  any  addi- 
tional part  appHcable  to  the  occasion  in  view  should 
be  introduced,  and  what  ought  to  be  omitted. 


Prayers  suited  to  particular  Days. 
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Christmas-Day 1T9,  500,  72,  93,   145,  21 G 

Good-Friday 158,  2^,  2S9,  216 

Easter-day 175,  147,  94 

Holy-Thu'rsday 04,  t:  1 6,  x»7 
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Whitsunday .207,   175,  89,  12^,  211 

Ember   Days    42,59 

New  Year's  Day  229,  26,  72,  93,  134,  155,  186 

A  Sacrament  Day 234,  239,  1,  6,  158 

A  Birth-day  of  an  Adult ....  229, 26,  34,  72,  93, 

155,  186 
A  Birth-day  of  one  of  the  Children  of  the 

Family     254,  186 

Any  Family  Anniversary ..  93,  55,  72,  203,  216 
A  Day  of  Public  Humiliation  305,  109,  105,  30, 

81,  186,  195 
A  Day  of  Public  Thanksgiving  186,  76,  55, 

59,93,211 
The  Day  of  the  King's  Birth,  Accession, 
or  Coronation j . . . .  105,  211 


Prayers  suited  to  particular  Occasions. 

When  any  important  Undertaking  is  in  hand  13 
When  one  of  the  Family  has  entered  into 

the  Marriage  State    250 

When  one  of  the  Family  is  going  a  Journey  274 
When  one  of  the  Family  has  returned  after 

a  Journey   275 

When  a  Family  is  under  Affliction  . .   195,  163 

When  an  Affliction  is  removed 219,  51 

When  one  of  the  Family  is  ill. . . .  \9b,  279,  282 
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When  one  of  the  Family  appears  to  be  at 

the  point  of  Death •...*..  .•..,.  284 

When  one  of  the  Family  is  recovering  from 

Illness 2\9,2S6 

On  the  Death  of  one  of  the  Family,  or 

Neighbourhood „     38 

On  the  Death   of  an  eminently  pious  or 

useful  Person 150 

When  a  Woman  has  been  safely  delivered 

in  Child-Birth S19,  277 

Upon  going  into  a  New  Habitation  . .  203,  101 
After  having  been  at  a  Place  of  Worship      97 

When  a  Child  is  born 219 

When  a  Child  is  to  be  baptized  244,  254,  203 
When  Young  Persons  are  going  to  partake 

of  the  Rite  of  Confirmation   ...,...•..  247 
When  a  Child  is  going  from  Home,  to  be 

placed  at  School 273 

When  a  Child  has  returned  from  School. .  211 
When  a  Child  is  going  from  Home,  to  go 

into  Service • 254 

At  the  Time  of  Assizes,  or  on  the  Day  of 

a  Criminal's  Execution 203 

After  a  Casualty  has  happened,  such  as  a 

Conflagration,  a  Tempest,  &c 219 

In  a  Time  of  public  Distress 195,38,  163 

When  an  epidemical  Sickness  prevails  195,  38, 

163 
When  Infidel   Sentiments    appear  to  be 

spreading 260 

In  a  Time  of  Scarcity 265 

On  the  Return  of  Plenty 266 
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In  a  Time  of  War 267 

On  the  Return  of  Peace 269 

In  a  severe  Frost 270 

In  a  Time  of  Drought,  or  excessive  Rain  271 
On  a  favourable  Change  of  Weather  ....  272 
When  the  Master  of  the  Family  is  from  Home  272 


P7'aye7'sfor  particular  Persons, 

The  King,  and  all  who  are  in  Authority. .   105 

The  Ministers  of  God's  Word 42 

The  Teachers  of  a  School  288,  292 

Persons  going  to  travel 182,  26,  274 

Persons  going  to  travel  for  their  Health. .  216 

A  Sick  Person 279,  282,  198 

A  Sick  Child   199 

One  who  is  at  the  point  of  Death 284 

One  who  is  recovering  from  Sickness  286,  223 
A  Woman  during  the  Time  of  Child-bearing  276 
A  Woman  after  being  safely  delivered  in 

Child-birth 277,  221 

The  Heads  of  a  Family   203 

The  Master  or  Mistress  of  a  Family  when 

Abroad     272 

The  Children  of  a  Family 254 

Children   before   they  begin    their    daily 

Tasks   295 

The  Domestics  in  general 203,   101 

The  Pupils  in  a  School 288,  292 

Persons  under  Affliction 195 

Public  Delinquents 205 


INDEX.  .^15 


Prayers  for  particular  Graces  a7id  Virtues, 

Page 
For  Grace  to  live  according  to  God's  Word  11 
That  we  may  live  with  Eternity  in  View. .     14 

For  Humility 30 

That  we  may  make  the  best  Use  of  Life. .     34 
That  we  may  hve  in  a  State  of  continual 

Preparation  for  Death 38 

That  we  may  Hve  under  a  due  Sense  of 

God's  Mercies  .,.•*. 54 

That  we  may  not   rest  satisfied  with   a 

Form  of  Godhness, 63 

That  the  World  may  not   render  God's 

Word  ineftectual 67 

For  Stedfastness  in  Religion 97 

For  Faith 101 

That  we  may  be  fruitful  in  good  Works. .   109 

For  a  Spiritual  Mind 130 

For  true  Religion  as  a  governing  Principle  141 
That  we   may  have  Grace  to  follow  the 

Examples  of  Godly  Men 150 

For  Growth  in  Grace 155 

That  we   may  improve  by  what  we   are 

taught  in  the  Sufferings  of  Christ 158 

That  we  may  always  set  God  before  us. .   182 

That  we  may  profit  by  Affliction 195 

For  Wisdom  and  Piety  in  the  Government 

of  a  Family 203 

For  the  Government  of  the  Thoughts. . . .   191 
For  the  Government  of  the  Tongue  ......  225 
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Page 
For  the  Presence  of  God,  in  Public  Worship  1 
For  a  Blessing  on  our  lawful  Undertakings     18 

For  God's  Protection 22 

For  God's  Guidance 26 

For  Forgiveness 81 

For  the  renewing  Influence  of  Divine  Grace  113 
For  a  Blessing  on  the  Ordinances  of  Public 

Worship • 117 

For  Peace  with  God 145 

For  the  Influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost. . . .  207 
.  That  we  may  not  be  left  to  ourselves  .  .85,  134 
That  public    Instruction   may    be    made 

effectual  to  our  Salvation 122 

That  the  Influence  of  God's  Word  upon  us 

may  continue   126 

That  we  may  benefit  by  the  Holy  Scriptures  260 


Thanksgivings. 

For  the  Means  of  Grace 6 

For  the  Light  of  the  Gospel 59 

For  Mercies  temporal  and  spiritual 72 

For  Hope 163 
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For  Health 170 

For  Christ's  coming  into  the  World 179 

For  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty 186 

For  the  Gift  of  a  Saviour gOO 

For  the  Removal  of  Affliction 219 

For  Providence  and  Redemption 216 

For  Recovery  from  Sickness 286,  223 

For  the  Holy  Scriptures 260 


General  Prayers  ? . .  46,  76,  138,  167,  211 
General  Thanksgivings  ...  55,  72,  93,  216 


THE  END. 
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